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Disney Concert Hall

One of the most significant architectural structures in my perspective is the Disney Concert Hall.  This is located on the historic Bunker Hill in Los Angeles. The thing that stands out to me the most is the striking exterior and the way the stainless steel curves.  The building itself is a piece of art work. The design plans started in 1987 and the construction started in 1999. This hall was designed to be a new architectural landmark. They were trying to show sympathetic and inclusive attitudes, which I think they accomplished with all the metal and lines. 
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The Getty Center
The Getty Center is in Los Angeles, California, and it is the current home of the J. Paul Getty Museum as well as a research institute, conservation institute, grant program, and leadership institute. The Getty Center, designed by architect Richard Meier, is the flagship museum of the J. Paul Getty Trust. Its design is almost entirely feng shui, it also has a seven storey deep parking garage with over 2,000 parking spaces. It is located on a massive hillside in Brentwood Los Angeles California overlooking the 405 highway and is open to the public for free. There is a charge for parking though. 
The Getty center is high enough and on a clear day you can see the snow on Big Bear as well as the Pacific Ocean and the entire Los Angeles basin. 
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The museum collects and exhibits beautiful sculptures; European paintings; drawings; manuscripts; scriptures; and many other types of decorative arts. The museum doesn’t usually collect 20 and 21st century art except photography. 
Central Park
Central park is the only kind of nature left in Manhattan except the pigeons. The park is entirely man made! The park has been around for 150 years. If you know about New York, you know that property is very expensive so it is surprising because the park consists of 843 acres right in the middle of Manhattan 
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New Yorkers think of it as their own backyard because everyone lives in apartments.

The park is a little break from the city. 
The World Trade Center
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In New York, the people built the World Trade Center. It originally cost $400 million dollars to build. The World Trade Center had 110 storeys and it was made out of steel.  The completion date of the world trade center was in 1972 for the first tower and 1973 for the second. With rebuilding, the new World Trade Center has a great future. It is going to be better than the first, but we will still remember the first World Trade Center.
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Australia
The Melbourne Cricket Ground
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The Melbourne Cricket Ground was made in 1838, it can seat up to 100,000 people to enjoy a variety of national sports. Obviously Cricket is played here but the stadium is most of the time packed from watching our very own Australian sport, Football or AFL. It is four levels high and has hosted almost the same amount of historic events as the LA coliseum including the first ever International Cricket match and the 1956 Olympic games. Every year over 90 days 3.5 million people would attend Cricket and Football. The Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) cost over $150 Million. This stadium would of course soon become home to our own sport football which is a league that contains 16 clubs who every week for about 22 weeks, would play for 90 minutes each match, the ground and players are shown to the left. Also the MCG is being extended to hold the next years commonwealth games. 
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The Sydney Opera House .
[image: image10.wmf]The Sydney Opera House was completed in 1973 and has over a thousand rooms including five theatres, it cost the Australian government over 100 million dollars much of it though came from the New South Wales government lottery.
The Opera house has hosted many of Australia’s popular events, including one of our best reality shows “Australian Idol” which the Sydney Opera House has hosted for the third time this year, the show which goes for about 6 months, will give the winner of the show a music record and a chance to be a professional and national singer. It also celebrates and hosts with the Sydney Harbour Bridge ‘New years’ on Television for Australia
Nick Modaffari
Egypt
Amr Ibn Al-As Mosque
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The initial surface of the Amr Ibn Al-As Mosque was 25 by 15 meters or 82 by 49 feet. Its walls were built of clay bricks and its roof was lifted by palm tree trunks. It had no pulpit, minaret, or hollow mihrab, or "prayer niche." It included two doors at each side facing the Qibla, or direction of prayer. Its floor was covered with pebbles and there was no courtyard in its middle. 
The mosque has been subject to subsequent changes, starting from the Wallah, or early Islamic, era until the Mamluk era. 
The European traveller, Pocok, described the mosque in AD 1737. Pocok said that it consisted of a rectangular area that had an uncovered courtyard surrounded by four riwaqs, or aisles. The riwaq of the Qibla consisted of seven colonnades and the riwaq opposite to it had seven colonnades. As for the side riwaqs, they consisted of six colonnades each. 
The mosque was restored in Murad Bey's reign in AD 1798. It was also given a description by the archaeologist Pascal Coste in AD 1818. Coste said that the mosque consisted of a courtyard surrounded by four riwaqs, but that the riwaq of the Qibla had only six colonnades. The opposite one consisted of one colonnade. One of the side riwaqs consisted of two colonnades and the other of three colonnades. 
One of the archaeologists painted the mosque in AD 1843. The painting shows that the mosque was completely ruined. In AD 1845, Mohammed Ali Pasha began work to restore the
The whole mosque with six colonnades in the riwaq of the Qibla, six colonnades over the wall opposite to it, and another six at each side. The mosque's plan has changed now.
By Ayman, Maha, Mona, Khaled

Belarus
The National Library of Belarus
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The National Library of Belarus is the main informative and cultural center of the country. Its informative resource includes 8 million units of storage of different kinds of media.

The Library service is in great demand. More than 90 thousand of Belarusian citizens are the Library users, which annually get 3,5 million documents. Every day the Library is visited by more than 2,2 thousand people. 

  Actually the Library was placed in six buildings. In spite of that the Library suffered from shortage of room for placement of its funds, users service and work of the staff. On March 7, 2002 it was decided to build a new building of the National Library of Belarus.
  A dominant of the building is a stock-depository in the form of [image: image12.jpg]


polyhedron that closes by a ball, having a volume of the hyperstoreys. There are a number of benefits of the form to traditional volumes. It has a wide frame that is economical advantage in heat engineering. The form of a ball has the shortest inner connections. 

 The temperature inside the book-stock should be kept always the same so it is designed  on [image: image13.jpg]


the principle of thermos.
A core passes along the full height of the stock-depository center, in which distributive halls, staircase, freight/passenger elevator, telelifts, engineer vertical channels for ventilation as well as gaskets of engineer communications are located. 
Figuratively the stock-depository resembles a diamond. Its form symbolizes mind. Knowledge of huge values that has been accumulated for thousand years by humanity, is contained in the Library.
 Corridors and halls with entrances in reading rooms are rated throughout the three levels of reading area around the central core. 
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There are reading rooms, a conference hall and cafe, a museum of books, show-rooms, administrative household and auxiliary promises on perimeter of the composition's center.
Prepared by Vitya Markusenko
Church of St. Simeon and Helena
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When you are in one of the central squares of Minsk the eye is somehow drawn to a church of red-brick towers, spires, and pitched roofs known as the "Red Church" (Chyrvonny Kastsiel), or more formally as the Catholic Church of Saint Simeon and Helena. It was built in 1908-1910 to commemorate the premature death of two young children of the Belarusian aristocratic Vaynilovich family, to whose patron saints the church is dedicated. Edward Vaynilovich sponsored the building of the church. The architects were T. Poyazdzierski and V. Marconi of Warsaw (Poland). The building and its various extensions comprise different elements. Gothic spires and gables combine with red brick Romanesque arches and windows to form a striking ensemble. 
Despite its complex appearance, the Church has the simple ground-plan of a Basilica and comprises a nave, two aisles and a transept, with a semi-circular choir and sanctuary.

There are three bells in the towers named after the founder, his own father and his dead son - Edvard (12871 pounds), Michal (23731 pounds) and Symon (7601 pounds). Large rose-windows can be seen on the west wall of the nave and the transepts. Forming part of the facade onto Independence Square is faced a one-storey gallery with a large arched window, and two symmetrical wings each with three arched windows decorated with white stone colonnettes.
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 The Vajnilovic family were of noble Belarusian descent from the Navahradak region. Their two children were named in honour of Saint Apostle Symon and Saint Helen. It is said that Alenka (Helen) was a modest clever girl with impressionable character. She was good at painting when she was very young. When she painted a picture she sold it, and all money gave to the poor. When her brother got ill and died, she became even more quiet. Soon she became ill too. One night she saw a dream. She saw a beautiful church and Mother of God. She promised her that she would carry out any wish. Elena asked her to make her and her brother healthy, because she wasn’t afraid of death, but because she worried about parents. “Listen me very attentively, - said The Virgin Mary. When you die, let your parents build a church, because red colour symbolizes happiness. So, this church will be consolation and happiness for them, because your soul will visit this place on holidays. Remember how the church must look.” Before her death she asked her parents to build the church. The red church of Simon and Elena was opened in November, 1910, but the date of its foundation was May, 1905. After the Bolshevik regime (Bolsheviks are radical communists who took over in Russia in 1917) converted the church into a cinema, and it was subsequently renamed the "Youth Theatre". It escaped serious damage during the World War II, it was restored in 1975, it was then converted into a film studio and Cinema club. After the collapse of the USSR and the Declaration of Independence on 25th August, 1991, the Red Church was restored to its original use as a place of worship. 

Prepared by Ales Ivanov 

Victory Square
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Victory Square in Minsk is arguably one of the finest squares in Europe and certainly, by its dimensions of 225 by 175 metres, one of the largest. It is also a solemn place in the Belarusian capital, for in the shadow of its obelisk the eternal flame burns in honour of those who died in the defence of their land against foreign invaders. 

The f square is planned round the central Obelisk, intended as a monument to Victory in the "Great Fatherland War" of 1941-1945 erected in 1954 to a design by H. Zaborski and V. Karol, and decorated with four monumental bronze bas-reliefs. Set on an octagonal base is a similarly shaped platform rising in six shallow steps from flowerbeds. Four massive bronze wreaths rest horizontally on squared plinths of black marble. 
[image: image18.wmf]At the apex is set a stellar composition of coloured glass, bronze and mosaic. The total height of the obelisk is 40 metres, and it is curiously ornamented with horizon​tal bands of Belarusian folk decoration. Near the summit are inscribed the dates "1941-1945", and at its base is a quasi-heraldic bronze plaque of draped banners bearing in a wreath the State emblem of Belarus. With the surrounding apartment buildings, all constructed in the neoclassical style and of equal height, the greenery of the Svislach riverside gardens and the ribbonlike Francis Skaryna Avenue stretching away to the west, the Square and its Obelisk, whatever its shortcomings, make up a finely proportioned ensemble, and one of the most impressive sights in the city. The theme of the monument is the victory of the Soviet State in its "Great Fatherland War" against Nazi Germany, as reflected by the four moulded bronze panels around the plinth. On the western side of the obelisk, a perpetual flame burns in honour of the War dead. There is access also to an underground memorial hall to the many victims of the conflict.
Prepared by Maxim Doubinin
Gomel
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Towns and cities, as well as the people, have their own name, biography, appearance. We live in a village and we have no monuments here. So we would like to tell you about the Roumyantsevs and Paskeviches Palace, the most beautiful sight in Gomel. 
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     The Roumyantsevs and Paskeviches Palace and Park ensemble (about 25 hectares) is gem of the classic architecture. The construction of the palace can be divided info three stages. The first – 1785-1793. At that time the main building was finish. The second, 1794-1805, is the period of construction of two side pavilions. The third (1837-1848) – construction of the tower. The palace stands on the right bank of the river Sozh. It looks magnificent. The ensemble was even mentioned by Georgy Lukomsky, an arts-critic of the beginning of the XX century: “ one should involuntary lend his head down when looking at this masterpiece and love that was put into the creation of its beauty. 

     These pictures will make our story complete.  Names to be mentioned.
Field marshal Petr Alexandrovich Roumyantsev was a hero of Russian – Turkey War of 1762-1774. He was a favorite of the Empress Catherine II who gave him “Gomel township” as a gift. He started the construction of the palace.
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     Count Nikolai Petrovich Roumyantsev continued the construction of the palace. His name is memorable in our history as he was a person, who worked hard for well-being of Russian industry, trading, arts and education. However, especially Gomel should be infinitely indebted to him because he devoted his last years, efforts, energies and estate to the town. It can be said that when he first came to the town it was a town made of straw, but when he left – it was a town made a stone.

     Field Marshal Ivan Fedorovich Paskevich, Duke Fedor Ivanovich Paskevich finished the construction.        
Students of Uritskoye school
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canada

Habitat 67
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The building I am going to tell you about is called Habitat 67. As soon as my mom showed me a picture of it, I loved it. Habitat 67 is in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. It was designed by Moshe Safdie for Expo 67-a world fair with the theme “Man and His Environment”. Habitat 67 is a wonderful kind of apartment building that helps to solve the problem of space for people to live in cities. For his building Safdie wanted to put a lot of people in a small space to take up less room in the environment, yet he still wanted the people to be happy. To do this he planned to make a garden for each house/apartment. He also wanted to have a playground for the children and stores and schools  in the building. To keep out the cold weather in Montreal he designed plastic pedestrian tunnels leading to the houses and shops.  Besides all this, Safdie wanted it to look interesting like a child had stacked a whole bunch of blocks in a messed up tower. Sounds great huh? So now Safdie needs to make it. To do this he built a factory on the site to make the hollow cement units that make up the rooms of the houses. They used molds to make these giant cement  boxes. They put a steel cage inside the mold to reinforce the unit and then poured the concrete. When the concrete had set a wooden floor was put in along with the electrical and mechanical services underneath it. Safdie had a crane lift the unit up and place it (sometimes four or five stories up)on the building. Habitat 67 was built so that one person’s roof was another person’s floor. An interesting fact about how Habitat is built is the washrooms. They were made with the plexiglass tubs, toilets and sinks built-in so there were no leaks and whenever you wanted to wash your bathroom you could just hose it all down.
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The sad part about Habitat 67 is that it didn’t work the way Moshe Safdie wanted it to work. Instead of being an inexpensive building it became too costly and a lot less houses were made than Safdie had wanted. It had cost much more money because creating all the molds cost too much and they ran out of funding. Also, he found that the bottom rooms had to be thicker to hold up the ones on top and this cost more money, too. The playground and store never got built making it more like an apartment building and not like the town that Safdie had wanted.

After he made Habitat 67 many other cities asked Safdie to design one for them, including New York, Puerto Rico and Tehran . Unfortunately no other ones ever got built, which is too bad because Safdie’s Habitat idea is good for the environment and for people. I really think Habitat 67 is  great and I plan to visit it someday.    
By Maia
The Muttart Conservatory
Tropical Pyramid
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The Muttart Conservatory in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada consists of four glass pyramid greenhouses. Each Pyramid has a different. The Conservatory was founded in the early 1970's, by Mr. and Mrs. Muttart.

One is Temperate, where the environmental conditions are carefully controlled to allow the plants to undergo a natural cycle of dormancy and active growth every year.  The result is dramatic seasonal changes, much like what happens in Edmonton.  This is a very sought after pyramid in the winter when inside the plants think it's spring and everything is alive with new growth while outside it is wintery, cold and grey.

The second is Arid…like a desert. The plants in this pyramid have the ability to survive dry air, irregular moisture and wide day/night temperature fluctuations.   These plants originate in North America, the Mediterranean, Africa and Madagascar.

The third is Tropical, which means it is humid and warm and supports the lush, dense growth that is seen in a tropical rain forest. 

The fourth pyramid has eight different themes each year. The current one is celebrating Christmas.  There are more than 700 different species in the Conservatory.

The tropical and temperate pyramids are 24 m (79') high at apex; their base side length is 26 m (85') and their overall area is 660 square meters (7,100 square feet).
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The arid and show pyramids are 18 m (59') high at apex; the base length of their sides is 19.5 m (65') and their overall area is 381 square meters (4,200 square feet).

I really enjoyed my visit to the conservatory, because I learned so much about plants and trees from all over the world.

To view and listen to a film on the Conservatory go to: www.vredmonton.com/muttart.html
By Slater







