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Kindred
For this project we interviewed a family member or a friend and asked them
to tell us about an event that had happened in their life that had a huge impact
on them. Some of these stories include wars and other natural disasters.

Rewriting History
Only a few students did this project and they all did it on the same thing. The
Stolen Generation. Although they all did the same topic they completed the
task in many ways. Some were essays and one was a report on a movie that
was about the Stolen Generation.

Iran Culture Project
We relied to this project by telling them a bit about Australian culture. We
wrote about places, foods and things Australians love.

Welcome Pack
The Welcome Pack was the very first project we put our minds to. For this
project we introduced our country Australia to other countries. We each
chose an aspect of Australia and wrote about it.

PORT ARTHUR

When Australia was first founded, it had a
number of convict settlements, which
accounted for a large quantity of white
Australians. One of the most famous convict
settlements in Australia was Port Arthur. Port
Arthur is south-east of Hobart on the Tasman
peninsula, Tasmania. It was founded by Lt
Governor Sir George Arthur.
It began life in 1830 as a timber station but
soon became an important part of the penal
system. Port Arthur soon expanded into other
fields of manufacturing such as ship building,
shoemaking, smithing, timber and brick
making. And later a flour mill, all worked by
convicts to make Port Arthur a self sustaining
prison. After the convict population of Port
Arthur increased (over 1100 convicts) it saw
the prison expand, a total of around 12000
convicts were sent there.
A hospital was constructed and a separate
prison was built, which changed the nature of
the prison from physical labour, to mental
torture. Prisoners were forced to wear masks
and weren’t allowed to talk to each other, and

if they misbehaved they were put into solitary
confinement a small room with no light and
no sound, it would drive prisoners mad as
they could be locked in for days at a time. As
a result an asylum was built in 1864 to house
those prisoners that had gone mad.
Only men were sent as prisoners to Port
Arthur. Female convicts worked as servants
for the officials of the settlement.
Boys were sent to Point Puer (Puer is Latin
for boy) 3km across Opossum Bay from Port
Arthur. Boys aged from 9 to 18 were sent
from England. Point Puer existed from 1834
to 1849. In that time 3500 youths were sent
there.
By 1870s the number of convicts dwindled
and the remaining convicts were either too
old, or infirm, or insane to be of any use and
as a result life at Port Arthur ground to a
standstill. The last convict was shipped out in
1877.
Port Arthur became a tourist site shortly after
with some of the original convicts acting as
tour guides. It is still a tourist site today and is

one of Tasmania’s most visited historical

sites.

Port Arthur

Ruins of prison

block

PAVLOVAS

The Pavlova was originally created in 1935 in the city of
Perth by a man named Herbert Sachse, to celebrate the
visit of the Great Russian ballerina Anna Pavlova.
Though some believe that the Pavlova was originally
created in New Zealand, the Pavlova is an iconic
Australian food.

Perth
Pavlova recipe

4-6 egg whites
pinch salt
8oz castor
sugar/sugar
(equal parts)
1 teaspoon
white vinegar

1/2 teaspoon vanilla essence
2 level teaspoons cornflour
Preheat oven to 400F(200C).
Lightly grease oven tray, line with baking
paper or use non-stick cooking spray.
Beat the whites of eggs with a pinch of salt

until stiff (until peaks form).
Continue beating, gradually adding sugar,
vinegar and vanilla, until of thick consistency.
Lightly fold in cornflour.
Pile mixture into circular shape, making
hollow in centre for filling.
(Mixture will swell during cooking)

bake undisturbed for 1 1/2 hours.
Gas oven: bake at 400F (200C) for ten
minutes, then turn oven to 250F (130C) and
bake a further hour.
Turn oven off; leave Pavlova in oven until
cool.
Top with whipped cream and decorate with
fruit as desired.

Electric oven: turn oven to 250F (130C) and

Hello,
Two things that are iconic to Australia are
Meat pies and Australian Rules football. So
I’m going to tell you the history of those two
things.
First the history of the AFL (Australian
football league). A man called Tom Wills
came back to Australia after going to school
in England. He was a really good cricketer
and captain of his schools rugby team. He his
cousin H.C.A Harrison, W.J Hammersley and
J.B Thompson initially made up the sport for
cricketers to play so they can stay fit during
winter when they aren’t playing cricket. The
first game ever recorded was between Scotch
College and Melbourne Grammar school.

which were Carlton,
Collingwood,
Essendon, Fitzroy,
Geelong, Melbourne,
St Kilda and south
Melbourne.
The Richmond
University joined the
league in 1908 but
stopped playing in
the competition after
the 1914 season. In
1925 North
Melbourne (now
known as the
The greatest Australian Rules
kangaroos),
football club ever.
Hawthorn and
Footscray (now known as the western

The first football club to be established was
the Geelong Football club 1859 then six years
later in 1866 the rules were updated and put in
place when the competition started.

bulldogs) joined the VFL.

In 1896 the Victorian football league was
established and the first official games were
played among the first clubs to be established

No one else joined the VFL until 1987 when
the competition expanded all over Australia
and the west coast eagles and the Brisbane

bears. In 1997 there were 16 team after
Adelaide joined in 1991, Fremantle in 1995,
and Port Adelaide in 1997 because the
competition now included all of Australia
they had to change the Victorian football
league to the Australian Football league. Then
in 1996 the Brisbane bears and the Fitzroy
lions merged together to become one team.
The AFL has pretty much stayed the same
after that. The second thing I’m going to write
about is the history of the meat pie.
According to legends the pie has been around
since the ancient Egyptians. At some point
from 1400 BC (when the Greeks made
settlements) to 600 BC (the decline of Egypt)
it is believed that the Egyptians passed the pie
onto the Greeks.
The pie had been around for around 1000
years when the Greeks passed on the idea to
Rome around 100 BC. The first recorded pie
recipe was thought of by the Romans and it
had goats cheese and honey for filling and a
rye crust.
Pie’s started to be made in England around
the 12th century they were mostly meat pies.
Usually there was more crust than actual

filling and the crust was called the coffyn.
Pies were sometimes made with fowl and the
legs would stick out of the crust so people
could use them as handles. The crust wasn’t
eaten for a long time as it was hard and
inedible. The crust was only there to preserve
the filling’s moisture and flavour.
During the Christian Lent period in the 14th
Above: the most delicious meal that has ever
been cooked
century it was forbidden to eat meat so a
French chef called Guillaume Tirel made a
recipe for a marinated sautéed eel pie.
When the English discovered America and
migrated over there they took the pie with
them but the crust wasn’t eaten then either.
Basically every country on earth today has
some kind of pie but Australia is known for
there meat pies. Pies are mostly served with
tomato sauce (ketchup). In Australia it has
become a sort of tradition to buy a meat pie
when you go to the footy.

From Tom Robinson

CRICKET
Cricket is a team sport that is played between
two teams of 11 players each. It is a bat n ball
game played on a roughly elliptical grass
field, in the centre of ground is a 22 yard
20.12 metre long, of hard compacted ground
this is called a pitch.

There are lots of ways of
getting out you can get bowled, caught,
caught n bowled, stumped, hit wicket.

At the end of the pitch there 2
sets of stumps to get them out you have to hit
the stumps with the ball the batsmen is trying
to avoid that from happening or else he is out

and he has to walk of and do nothing all day
unless he has a bowl, which most batsmen
don’t do. You would have to learn the game
before you know it of by heart like I have
played for four years it took me 4 or 5 games
to get in the rhythm of things.

Australian Music
Australian music is quite diverse. We
have a vast array of music types from
indigenous, to country, to rock.
Australia is such a young country, having
been settled scarcely more than 200 years
ago. Our early heritage was basically British,
so the first Australian folk songs had a very
British flavour. As time passed and the
Australian culture developed, songs took on

Someone playing a Didgeridoo
an Australian essence. In the early days, the
Australian economy relied heavily on the
sheep industry and this shaped a lot of the
initial country folk music. Songs such as
“Click go the shears,” and “Waltzing
Matilda,” were written to depict those times.
The Australian country music scene has
developed into a very popular section of the
market and
songwriters still
write of hard
times in the
country. Artists
such as Slim
Dusty and Keith
Urban are

AC DC

famous for their contribution to Australian
country music.
Indigenous music is our earliest form of
music. It is written by the native aboriginal
Australians and has been performed in a
similar way over thousands of years. Their
music represents the wild outback of
Australia
and can
depict
messages
from the
dreamtime
(aboriginal
mythology).
One of the
main
Slim Dusty
instruments
used in
aboriginal music is the Didgeridoo. This is
long, hollow log, which when blown through
whilst vibrating your lips can produce a wide
range of sounds.
The Australian pop and rock industry is
world renowned. One of the mostKylie
famous
Minogue
rock bands that Australia
has produced is AC-DC.
For over thirty years, this
band has created world
class rock songs, and they
are still going! Other
world famous Australian
bands include the Little
River Band, INXS,
Killing Heidi,
Powderfinger and Jet, to
name but a few.
One of Australia’s most well
known performers is Kylie Minogue. Her
career has spanned more than twenty years in

which time she has released numerous
albums, with songs such as “On a night like
this,” which she sang at the opening of the
2000 Sydney Olympics.
The latest Australian success stories are
Missy Higgins and Ben Lee, both solo artists

who won numerous ARIA awards (Australian
Recording Industry Association) in 2005.
Overall, Australia has contributed
considerably to world music and with the
wealth of talent in the country, will do so for
many years to come.

Australian Wildlife
see them swimming. Unlike you and me
In Australia we have many different types of
wombats teeth grow continually so if one
animals. There are Emus, wombat’s, snakes,
tooth breaks or falls
wallabies and possums.
out it will just grow
EMUS:
back.
Emus are the largest
birds in Australia. They
eat seeds, grass, leaves and
insects. They have long
necks and long legs that
help them to run very fast.
They have fluffy feathers
and strong beaks.
They are also the
only birds that
cannot fly. Baby
emus have stripes
on them when they
are born. This
helps them to blend with their surrounds so it
is hard to see them.
WOMBATS:
Wombats are marsupials. They are also
nocturnal animals. They have soft fur and
very strong legs and claws which they use for
digging. They sleep during the day in a
burrow and around evening or night time they
come out to look for food. They eat grass,
soft mosses and tree roots. To have a bath
wombats lie on the ground and scoop dirt
over
themselves.
They can
swim but it is
not often you

SNAKES:
Snakes can live on
land, in water and in
trees. Sometimes you can even find them
inside the house. There are many types of
snake but only ¼ of all snakes are venomous.
The King cobra is the largest venomous snake
and it actually eats other snakes. Some of the
most poisonous snakes in Australia are Brown
Snakes, Copperheads, Death Adders, RedBellied Black Snakes, Taipan Snakes and
Tiger Snakes. Also the longest snake is the
scrub python which lives in Queensland. It
can grow up to 5 meters long!

WALLABIES:
There are 30 types of
wallabies. They can be found in rocky areas,
grasslands, forests and swamps. They can
grow up to 6 feet long and their fur can range
from red, brown, grey or black but the
stomachs are always a lighter colour. Female
wallabies have pouches which they use to
carry their babies in. Baby wallabies are
called joeys. Wallabies are herbivores and
they eat grass, leaves and roots. They can
survive for long periods of time without water

but when they do need to drink they use their
strong claws to dig a well.

POSSUMS:
Australia has 13 species
of possums and gliders.
A common possum in
Australia is the Brushtail
Possum. This possum
has grey fur all over it
apart from its eyes and
muzzle where the fur is
black and sometimes the fur is black along
their forehead. They have fairly long ears and
large eyes that help them see in the dark
because they are nocturnal animals. They
mainly eat eucalyptus
leaves but they also eat
shrubs, herbs, flowers
and fruits. They live in
forests and woodlands
and during the day
they stay in a hollow, a tree or in house roof
cavities.

Hi from Australia.

KING PARROTS
The scientific names for King Parrots are
Alisterus scapularis scapularis. King Parrots
are very friendly birds. They are often seen in
pairs or in small groups. They eat seeds,
berries, fruits, nuts, nectar, blossoms and leaf
buds. If you have seed in your hand and you
stand very still they fly down and sit on your
hand and eat the seed. The male parrot’s
feathers are crimson and green with blue
stripes on the underneath of their wings. The
female parrots are crimson but their heads
aren’t and that is the difference between male
and female parrots. Both male and female
parrots especially like sunflower seeds. One
sixth of the parrot population in the world
lives in Australia.
Australia is vastly
populated with these
birds and they are
mostly found in
Queensland, N.S.W and
in Victoria.

Australia’s Floral Emblems
Floral Emblem of the Australian Capital
Territory

My name is Phoebe and
these are the floral emblems
of Australia.
Waratah

Golden Wattle
Floral Emblem of Australia

Floral Emblem of New South Wales

Australia's
National Floral Emblem

Australia's National
Floral Emblem

Royal Bluebell

Sturt's Desert Rose

Floral Emblem of the Northern Territory

Floral Emblem of Victoria

Red and Green Kangaroo Paw
Cooktown Orchid
Floral Emblem of Queensland

Floral Emblem of Western Australia

Sturt's Desert Pea
Floral Emblem of South Australia

Tasmanian Blue Gum
Floral Emblem of Tasmania

Common Heath

Map of
Australia

Iran culture
Iranian people are very friendly and
hospitable. They love peace and friendship.
Unfortunately because of some incorrect
introduction and reflection of Iran from
Media, Most of the people in world do not
know the real Iran and real Cultures and
traditions of Iran. Iran has an ancient
civilization
and
rich
culture.
So, Here I would like to introduce Iran in
brief way and I have attached some pictures
of Iran, Hope all of you enjoy it.
IRAN [Iran] , officially Islamic Republic of
Iran, republic (2005 est. pop. 68,018,000),
636,290 sq mi (1,648,000 sq km), SW Asia.
The country's name was changed from Persia
to Iran in 1935. Iran is bordered on the north
by Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and
the Caspian Sea; on the east by Afghanistan
and Pakistan; on the south by the Persian Gulf
and the Gulf of Oman; and on the west by
Turkey and Iraq. Tehran is the capital, largest
city and the political, cultural, commercial,
and industrial center of the nation.
The Persians appear at around 650 BC. So
great was their impact on Iranian history that
even to this day Iran is often referred to as
Persia. The name given to the Persian Empire
which Cyrus the Great founded in 560 BC.
The name "Persia" originates from "Pars"
which is today a province of Iran where the
original Persians were settled, it is called
"Fars"
by
the
Iranians.
A Brief History (Pre-Twentieth Century):
The country has always been known to its
own people as Iran (land of the Aryans),
although for centuries it was referred to as
Persia (Pars or Fars, a province in southern
Iran) by the Europeans, mainly due to the
writings of Greek historians. In 1935 the
Government specified that it should be called
Iran; however, in 1949 they allowed both
names
to
be
used.
Most people today, know Persia or Iran
through its carpets, its caviar, its costly war
with its neighbor Iraq, or through its
importance as one of the world's major oilproducing nations. Yet, Persia has one of the
richest and oldest cultures in the world.

For more than three thousand years Persia
was a melting pot of civilizations and
demographic movements between Asia and
Europe. Under Cyrus the Great, it became the
centre of the world's first empire. Successive
invasions by the Greeks, Arabs, Mongols and
Turks developed the nation's culture through
rich and diverse philosophical, artistic,
scientific
and
religious
influences.
New
Iranian

Year
New

Traditions:
Year:

Iranians are mostly Muslims and celebrate the
New Year on the first day of their spring.
There festivals known as Noruz or Nowruz
and falls on the 21 March according to the
Gregorian calendar. The first month is known
as Favardin and Noruz falls on this day.
They know when the New Year is upon them
as in each town and village cannon is sounded
at the precise moment until it is heard they
don't start their celebrations. They prepare for
several
weeks
before
hand.
In preparing they have to grow grains of
wheat, barley or lentils to use as decorations
for their houses. This decoration is a symbol
for growth and prosperity and must be kept in
the house for thirteen day after which it is
thrown
into
the
river.
They clean their houses during the days
leading up to the New Year and they either
make or buy new clothes for themselves and
their family. If they cannot afford to much
they try to have at least one piece of new
clothing
often
a
pair
of
shoes.
A special table is set up with seven articles
which all must begin with the letter "s" for
Haft-sin.
They
are:
sonbul
hyacinth
sabzeh - green shoots grown from grain
samanoo - a sweet pudding made of green
wheat
serkeh
vinegar
sumac
a
herb
seeb
an
apple
senjed
bohemian
olives.
Other objects are a bowl of colored eggs,
candles, a mirror and a bowl of rose water.

They also must have a copy of their holy book
the Koran, on the New Year table.
After the cannon has sounded people visit
their relatives to wish them a happy New
Year. The elders give the younger ones a
silver or gold coin this is known as aidi.
Everyone then gathers around the New Year
table for a special feast, which includes
traditional dishes such as Baklava, Nune
Shekari which is a sugar biscuits and Badam
Choragi which is are almond biscuits.
In Persia now Iran people used to exchange

Australia’s response
Religious Freedom
A large portion of Australia is made up of
foreign immigrants so we have a large
background of different religions. In Australia
religion is not a huge part of everyday life
some people choose to not follow any
religion. The large majority of the white
population of Australia is Christian and we
have just finished celebrating Easter, but at
the same time the Jewish are celebrating
Passover, the Greek orthodox celebrate Easter
a
week
later.
I do not know much about the religion of Iran
I know that it is Muslim and follows the
teachings of the prophet Mohamed, but I don't
know much else.
By Alex Elkington
The

Great

Barrier

Reef

The Great Barrier Reef is found just of the
east coast of Australia. It is one of the natural
wonders of the world. There are many
different types of animals found in the Great
Barrier Reef. Some of these animals include
dugong and green turtles, varieties of dolphins
and whales, more than 1500 species of fish
and 4000 types of mollusc. More than 3000
reefs make up the Great Barrier Reef.
Through out the reef there are many types of
coral. On a few occasions some ships have
been wrecked by this coral. One ship that
almost did get wrecked by this coral was
Captain Cook’s ship, founder of Australia. If
you ever get the chance to visit the Great
Barrier Reef you will be surprised by the

eggs as gifts on New Year's Day, to suggest
the
idea
of
new
life
beginning.
A few weeks before the Iran New Year,
people put grains of wheat or barley in a little
dish to grow. By the time New Year arrives
the grains have produced shoots. This is done
to remind people of spring and a new year of
life.
Some people in Iran light fires at New Year
and jump over them. This is done in hope that
they receive good luck.

variety of corals you will find there. Only live
coral will look colorful but if you find or see
coral that is white it means it is dead. At the
Great Barrier Reef you are able to go scuba
diving and examine the coral up close. You
can also go on cruises and enjoy seeing the
coral from a distance.
By Tamara Matthysen
Australian football
Australian Rules football was started in 1875
back then there were 2 teams they were the
Collingwood Magpies + Essendon Bombers.
But now there are 16 teams. They are the
Kangaroos, Collingwood, Essendon, Geelong,
West Coast, and Fremantle, Port Adelaide,
Adelaide, Western Bulldogs, Hawthorn,
Sydney Swans, Brisbane Lions, Richmond
tigers, Melbourne Demons, St Kilda Saints,
Carlton
Blues.
There are 2 leagues AFL and VFL the grand
final is all ways played at the MCG also
known as the Melbourne cricket ground
By Tom Marks

ANZAC Day
ANZAC Day on the 25th of April is probably
Australia's most important and well known
national occasion. It marks the anniversary of
the first major military action fought by
Australian and New Zealand men during the
First World War. ANZAC stands for
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps.
The soldiers in those forces quickly became

known as ANCZACS, and that’s what they
are
still
known
as
today.
In 1915 Australian and New Zealand soldiers
worked together on the expedition that set out
to capture the Gallipoli peninsula to open the
way to the Black Sea for the allied naval
ships. The plan was to capture Constantinople
(now Istanbul), capital of the Ottoman
Empire. They were also allies with Germany.
They landed at Gallipoli on 25 April; they
were ambushed by the Turkish soldiers. The
ANZACS were supposed to surprise the
Turkish armies but some how they found out
and were well prepared. The war between
them lasted 8 months and over 8,000
Australian and men were killed. At the end of
1915 the ANZACS were evacuated after both
Armies had suffered heavy casualties and had
gone through a very tough time without fresh
food or water. News of the ANZACS landing
at Gallipoli made a huge impact on
Australians at home. The 25th of April
quickly became the day on which Australians
remembered the sacrifice of those who had
died
in
war.

not know much about Iran but I know Iran is
mainly Muslim and is next to Iraq. I would
like to learn more about Iran and maybe you
could tell me about it
By Jack Portelli
Aussie TV
Australian TV is a sacred thing in our
country. It has been running for 50 years and
funding has been cut, so fewer and fewer
shows can be filmed in Australia. Some great
kids shows have been Skippy(a show about a
kangaroo who lives with his master on a farm
and beats villains), Play school (play school is
40 years old and still running), Blinky Bill(a
silly koala who has good friends). Australian
“Telly” has been a special thing for people of
all generations. What I know about Iran is that
it’s a sandy desert country that is bordered by
Iraq. Iran is currently under suspicion of
nuclear weapons
By Jacob Nottage
Australian animals

Every year on the 25th of April, we have a
holiday to remember those who lost their
lives. Also we have ceremonies were people
give prayers for those men and we decorate
big war statues in flowers and wreaths. These
ceremonies are held in all parts of Australia,
country
and
city.
I hardly know anything about Iran and their
customs. All I no is that most of Iranians are
Muslims.
By Phoebe Youde
Melbourne cup
One of the holidays that we get in Australia is
the Melbourne cup. The Melbourne cup is a
world wide horse race and the main one in
Australia. We all get a public holiday but in
St. Paul’s we get a four day weekend
compared to other schools that just get the
Tuesday off. The Melbourne cup is so big
most of the country places bet on the race.
The last 3 years Makybe Diva has won. I do

Something which I personally find of great
importance…. Are native animals! Australia’s
culture revolves very much so on these guys!
Take for example the name of are soccer team
“The Socceroos”, taken of course from the
large native hoping kangaroos. Most of are
true native animals are marsupials, these are:
The Platypus- a swimming beaver/duck sort
KangarooLarge
hopping
animal
KoalaSmall
bear
like
Bilbysmall
rodent
like
Echidna- A small animal with many spikes
EmuA
large
flightless
bird
DingoA
wild
dog
Wombat-A
large
(fat)
animal
Australia has many true native animals as you
can see, most of these animals are found in
Australian bush or desert areas. There are
though other animal’s ones that are not so true
for example the brumby, it is thought to be
Australian, but really it is just a native horse.
You can see the difference between these

animals in even there habitat the brumby lives
mostly or sadly used to live on the snowy
mountains.
I do not know much about Iran and it's
culture, I would love to learn more. I'd love to
know about your native animals’ ext. All I
really know about your culture is from what I
can gather from media and books like boy
over board and movies like Hidalgo, but these
are
not
always
correct.

Captain is Adam Gilchrist, who is the
Australian wicket keeper. Australia also has a
team for each of the states of Australia Western Australia, Northern Territory, South
Australia, Queensland, New South Wales,
Victoria and Tasmania. I’m not too familiar
with Iranian culture but I know that religion is
one of the main aspects of everyday life, and I
also know that Muslim is Iran's main religion.
By Tom De Vries

By Ally Barry

Australian theme Parks

Australian Bush tucker

Hi I’m Daniel Edey and I come from
Australia and I am talking about our themes
parks in Queensland. Our themes parks are
Sea World, Movie World, Wet n Wild and
Dream
World.
These theme parks are about 2000kms from
Traralgon. Most people travel in airplanes and
cars but is worth it. The new ride in movie
world is the superman ride which goes 250km
in
2
seconds.
They are great fun and is worth the drive or
fly. Next to Sea World is the Sea World Nara
Resort which is very good. I don’t know
much about Iran except for the nuclear
weapons and most people are Muslim

Hello I am Emmanuel Askew and I’m from
Victoria Australia. I am talking about
Australian bush tucker. Bush tucker is
something you eat in the bush. Bush is out of
towns and it’s like a forest but it has many
gum trees, rivers ferns, and Australian
animals. Tucker is another way of saying
Australian food. When you’re in the bush
camping, you have got to bring food like
sausages and lamb chops. I don’t know much
about Iran but I think they have nuclear
bombs.
By Emmanuel Askew

By Daniel Edey
Australian Cricket
To
Iran,
My understanding of Australian Cricket is
that we have one of the most competitive
sides in the world. The captain of the
Australian Cricket team is Ricky Ponting,
who is a brilliant batsman and the Vice

Rewriting history, the
stolen
Generation
Tom De Vries
A particular event in Australia’s history
that I am certainly not proud of, occurred in
the period from 1900 to the early 1970’s. It
was during this time that Australian
governments had a policy which resulted in
“The Stolen Generation.” This term is
commonly used to refer to the removal of
Aboriginal children from their families by
Australian government agencies and church
missions. It is believed that as many as
100,000 young Aboriginal Australians were
plucked from their homes in outback
Australia and either put into special purpose
institutions or foster homes. There, many of
them were emotionally, physically and
sexually assaulted. This was a gross violation
of human rights, though the white Australians
involved, ignorantly believed that they were
doing the right thing. They thought that their
way of life was superior and they wanted to
educate the indigenous people in Western
ways.
Australian Aboriginals were despised by
everyone. To be black was filthy, disgusting
and uncivilised. White Australians mistakenly
thought that by removing Aboriginal children
from their families and trying to assimilate
them in the white community, they would
make them more civilized. To carry out this
policy, government agencies forcibly
removed very young children from their
families and in some cases, deception and
brutality was used. In a small minority of
cases, Aboriginal people voluntarily gave up
their children, as they were led to believe that
the children would be better off with white
people. They were made to think that they
were unfit to raise children. This was a form

of deception. One account from an Aboriginal
person of and incident which occurred in
1935 states that,
"I was at the post office with my Mum and
Auntie [and cousin]. They put us in the police
[vehicle] and said they were taking us to
Broome. They put the mums in there as well.
But when we'd gone [about ten miles] they
stopped, and threw the mothers out of the car.
We jumped on our mothers' backs, crying,
trying not to be left behind. But the policemen
pulled us off and threw us back in the car.
They pushed the mothers away and drove off,
while our mothers were chasing the car,
running and crying after us."
Most of the children removed under this
legislation were totally separated from their
indigenous family, community and culture.
The white Australians involved thought that
by doing this, the indigenous people would
adopt Australian culture and behaviour. The
Aboriginals were not even permitted to use
their own language.
“Y'know, I can remember we used to just talk
lingo. [In the Home] they used to tell us not to
talk that language, that it's devil's language.
And they'd wash our mouths with soap. We
sorta had to sit down with Bible language all
the time. So it sorta wiped out all our
language that we knew.”
Contact with family members was mostly
prohibited but at best limited. Many white
Australians who were in the role of carer,
made the Aboriginal children think that their
real families had abandoned them and no
longer cared for them.
“If we got letters, you'd end up with usually
`the weather's fine', `we love you' and `from

your loving mother' or whatever. We didn't
hear or see what was written in between. And
that was one way they kept us away from our
families. They'd turn around and say to you,
`See, they don't care about you'. Later on,
when I left the home, I asked my mother,
`How come you didn't write letters?' She said,
'But we did'. I said, `Well, we never got them'.
We were all rostered to do work and one of
the girls was doing Matron's office, and there
was all these letters that the girls had written
back to the parents and family - the answers
were all in the garbage bin. And they were
wondering why we didn't write. That was one
way they stopped us keeping in contact with
our families. Then they had the hide to turn
around and say, `They don't love you. They
don't care about you'.”
A tragic story from an Aboriginal
woman who had been removed from her
family at five years of age in the 1930’s
states:
“I remember this woman saying to me,
`Your mother's dead, you've got no mother
now. That's why you're here with us'. Then
about two years after that my mother and my
mother's sister all came to The Bungalow but
they weren't allowed to visit us because they
were black. They had to sneak around onto
the hills. Each mother was picking out which
they think was their children. And this other
girl said, `Your mother up there'. And because
they told me that she was dead, I said, `No,
that's not my mother. I haven't got a black
mother'.” Many tragic such as this, have
emerged from those who were affected.
In 1937, when Joseph Lyons was
Prime Minister of Australia, a “Federal
Government conference on Native Welfare
concluded in its final report that ‘…the
destiny of the natives of aboriginal origin, but
not of the full blood, lies in their ultimate
absorption by the people of the
Commonwealth, and it therefore recommends
that all efforts be directed to that end.’”
The Chief Protector of the Aborigines
in Western Australia, A.O. Neville was noted
to be the most vocal advocate of the policy so
even the people who were supposed to be
protecting the indigenous race were not
supporting them.

At the time, the majority of Australians
were actually unaware that the practice of
removing indigenous children from their
families was happening, but those who were
involved, believed that they were doing the
right thing. It was not until the late 1980’s
that the Australian public became aware of
the existence of the Stolen Generation. This
occurred because prominent Aboriginal
musicians, artists and activists used their
position to bring attention to the problems
created by the Stolen Generation. The first
formal acknowledgement of the problem
occurred in 1992, when the Prime Minister,
Paul Keating stated: “…we took the children
from their mothers…It was our ignorance and
prejudice.”
In 1995 a formal inquiry was set up
named “The National Inquiry into the
Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Children from Their Families.” A
final report was released in 1997 which
proved to be very embarrassing for the
conservative Howard government as it
recommended the Australian Government
should offer a formal apology to the
Aboriginal people. Mr. Howard would not say
sorry as he believed that by doing so the
government would be liable for massive
compensation. He was quoted as saying:
“Australians of this generation should not be
required to accept guilt and blame for past
actions and policies.” Most Australians did
not agree with Mr. Howard, prompting
several state governments to pass formal
apologies. The first “National Sorry Day” was
held on May 26 1998, at which time
reconciliation events were held all over
Australia being attended by more than a
million people. Mr. Howard was forced to
draft a motion stating the “deep and sincere
regret over the removal of Aboriginal children
from their parents.” He also admitted “that the
Stolen Generation represented ‘…the most
blemished chapter in the history of this
country.’” Many Australians were still not
satisfied with the way John Howard had
handled the situation.
I am personally appalled that
Australians of past generations would think
that their way of life was superior to that of
the Aboriginal race. This was totally racist

and a violation of human rights. To remove
children from their families when nothing has
been done to deserve this is disgusting and I
was amazed to hear that even church groups
were involved.
If I had the power to change history, I
would never have allowed this outrageous
episode in my country’s past to occur. I
would have tried to make the majority of
Australians aware of what was happening so
that the indigenous people would have been
free to follow their own customs and
traditions. I’m sure if more people would
have known about the practice, it would never
have been allowed to happen. If this change in
history had occurred, I believe there would
have been a more harmonious relationship
between white and black Australians. Perhaps
there would have been more full blood
aboriginals alive with more links to their
culture, as so many of them were alienated
from their traditions and made to feel that
their way of life was inferior.
On a very personal note, my
grandparents had the choice of migrating
from Holland, to South Africa, Canada, or
Australia. In the 1950’s they chose to migrate
Alex Elkington
When Australia was beginning to be
colonized there was a large amount of racial
discrimination towards the aboriginal
Australians, as in that time black people were
considered inferior and primitive. There were
also many children born to an aboriginal
mother who were half English or European. It
was a fear at the time that these halfaboriginal Australians would eventually take
over Australia. The Perth Sunday times in
1928 wrote about the subject. "Central
Australia's half-caste problem ... must be
tackled boldly and immediately. The greatest
danger, experts agree, is that three races will
develop in Australia: white, black and the
pathetic sinister third race which is neither".
To try and stop this from occurring, the
government decided to westernize the
population of half aboriginal Australians.
They took the children away from their
mothers and put them into white foster
families and “half-Caste” orphanages to try

to Australia because it was such a young
country and it gave their six children so many
opportunities. South Africa was very quickly
crossed of their list of alternatives because of
its apartheid policy. Had my grandparents
known that the government of Australia were
enforcing a policy which resulted in the
Stolen Generation, they probably would not
have migrated here. They believed, as I do,
that all people are equal, no matter what their
colour or culture, and they would have been
disgusted to know that the Aboriginals were
being treated as they were. The rest of the
world, as well as the majority of white
Australians were completely unaware of this
inhumane treatment of our indigenous
population and I’m sure things would have
been different had they known.
In summary, the practice of removing
children from their families simply because of
their colour is a stain on Australia’s history. It
caused a great deal of pain and anguish for the
Aboriginal people involved and their families.
I hope that this will be a lesson to future
generations to respect other people no matter
what their colour or creed.
and breed the aboriginals out of society. They
also tried to eliminate aboriginal beliefs. If
they were too young to remember their
heritage, they were put out as servants and
cleaners and would eventually marry into
European society. If they did remember their
heritage they were taught to despise it or they
were denied information about it totally. This
continued throughout the late 1800’s and
through to the 1960’s. It is believed that
between one in three to one in ten children
were removed from their families. The exact
figure is not known but is believed to be tens
of thousands of children. The population did
not know very much about what was going on
at this time and information concerning the
subject was only commonly available around
the 1970’s.
The stolen generation is one of
Australia’s biggest “skeletons in the closet”
and many people wish that it had never
happened. If this event could be changed I
would change it that the aboriginal
Australians were allowed to do what they
wished. If they wanted to stay in aboriginal

society or move into western society, the
choice would be theirs to make. If this change
had been made then there would be no racial
discrimination against aboriginal Australians
today.

Tamara Matthyssen and Phoebe Youde
Rabbit Proof Fence, Directed by Phillip
Noyce, is a movie about three aboriginal girls,
Molly, Gracie and Daisy who are taken away
from their families and put into an orphanage.
It is about how they escape and everything
they do to get home. Along the way they
meet many people that help them and some
people that are trying to recapture them and
take them back to the orphanage. This is a
movie about the stolen generation.
Intent on getting rid of black people the
government has given permission for half cast
aboriginal children to be taken away from
their home and taken to orphanages. Molly,
Daisy and their cousin Gracie have been taken
away from their home and are put in an
orphanage. After a few days there they are
fed up with the people that are looking after
them. The eldest, Molly decides that they are
going home. She picks a day when it is going
to rain so that the rain covers up their tracks.
At first their cousin Gracie doesn’t want to
come but after Molly and Daisy have taken a
few steps she joins them and they embark on
a long journey back home.
Along the way Molly sneaks into a chicken
shed and tries to steal a few eggs because they
are starving. Unfortunately she is caught but
is lucky that the lady who catches her is nice.
The lady gives them some food and tells them
to follow the Rabbit Proof fence. In the mean
time the people at the orphanage are looking
for them. They reckon they’ll go along the
Rabbit proof fence so they get one person to
start at one end and another person to start at
the other end. These two people begin to
walk so they will see the children if they are
there and then meet in the middle. There is
no possible way that they are going to miss
the children. It looks as though Molly, Daisy
and Gracie are going to get caught but thanks
to a lucky mistake they begin to walk along

the wrong fence. The fence they are
following is actually a smaller fence that
branches of the main fence. This is not the
one they want to be on but fond that out later.
The three girls are walking along when they
meet two white people camping. These
people don’t know they are runaways so help
them get back onto the main fence. Lucky for
the three girls the two people looking for
them have already passed so they are safe
now from the people looking for them.
They are close to home when they meet
another man this time he’s an aboriginal and
knows that they have escaped from the
orphanage. He also knows that Gracie’s mum
is at a town near the orphanage looking for
her. Excited at this news Gracie wants to
catch a train to go see her mum but Molly
suspects a trap. She tells Gracie that she can
not go but Gracie does not listen and goes on
her own way to the train station. Thinking
that she will follow Molly continues on, but
when Gracie doesn’t catch up to them they
turn back. They find her waiting for the train.
When they are about to signal her and tell her
to go back home with them a policeman
comes and catches her. The man they met
along the way is with him and Gracie realises
that it was a trap. By then it is too late. Not
able to do anything about it Molly and Daisy
continue home. They are nearly there when
suddenly the fence disappears. It has not been
finished and there is a gap. There wander on
aimlessly for a few days. They think all hope
is lost when they see it. The fence has
appeared again and they once again begin to
follow it. Before long they reach home and
there is much celebrating at their return.
Molly and Daisy do not see Gracie again and
have no idea what happens to her. Later
Molly’s children are taken to the orphanage
but Molly goes and rescues them and brings
them back home. This is a very good movie
about the stolen generation.

Oral Kindred
Our Class
Tamara Mathyssen
It was 1971 when the 2nd war between India
and Pakistan began. At this time my mum
Yvonne was 13 years old. It was so long ago
when this happened that she can’t remember a
lot, however I have written down what she
can remember from the view of a 13 year old
girl.
It happened 34 years ago. Red and green
lights lit up the sky. You could see smoke on
the horizon. The drone of helicopters and
planes was a constant sound that went on all
day. To maintain simple things like rice and
wheat to eat my dad had to walk long
distances. Although we got rations it wasn’t
enough to sustain us. We still went to school
but we were frequently distracted by the
sound of planes dropping bombs on various
parts of India. During this time I learnt to be
more appreciative of what I had and to learn
to live with what I had. But above all I learnt
to respect life. At night we had a 7:00
curfew. We also had to cover the windows so
that no light would show the Pakistan planes
where houses were. If they had decided to
bomb our area we would have been lucky to
escape alive because right behind our house
was a petrol tank.

Thomas de Vries
I have chosen to interview my father,
John (Johan) de Vries, about his migration
from The Netherlands to Australia. This was a
life changing experience for him and his
family.
The journey began in 1956 and came
about because of poor economic conditions in
the Netherlands. At this time, the country was
basically a two class society, with the upper
class owning all of the businesses and
property and the lower class, unable to
purchase their own homes. The Netherlands
was still rebuilding after the war and life was

Soon the war was over. Many people were
killed and many more lost their homes. We
were lucky that we were spared the loss of our
home or any members of our family. The
Pakistanis left and we were left to our own
resources. Before long things got back to
normal. We got on with our lives and soon
any events of the war began to fade from my
memory. Although I can not remember all
the details the sound of bombs being dropped
and the red and green lights in the sky is
something I will never forget.

Yvonne and her Sister a few years before the
War.

tough. Being an electrician, my grandfather
had a reasonably good job at the time, but did
not earn a large enough income to support a
family of eight. Australia was encouraging
migrants to come and settle, with most of the
cost of the trip being covered by the
Australian government. The country had a
small population and was booming, so there
was a shortage of skilled and unskilled
workers. The promise of steady work was
enticing, considering there were eight in the

family, so the de Vries family’s future seemed
brighter in Australia.
My grandfather’s brother, who had
migrated to Australia a year earlier, told that it
was possible to buy your own home and this
convinced my grandfather that Australia was
the place to be. It was a very difficult decision
and my grandmother was not completely
behind the idea. She had her mother and sister
that she was very close to, who she would
leave behind if she went to the far off land of
Australia.
My father was the second youngest of
six children and even though his parents
believed Australia would provide more
opportunities for their young family, not all of
the children agreed. My dad’s teenage
siblings were entirely against the idea because
they had established lives and friends which
they didn’t want to leave behind. For the
younger members of the family, including my
father, who was five at the time, the prospect
of travelling to the other side of the world,
seemed like a great adventure.
Leaving the Netherlands was extremely
traumatic because the family didn’t know
whether they would ever see their extended
family and friends again. The fact that they
were going to a strange country and none of
them could speak English, was very daunting.
The five week voyage was almost unbearable
for my grandmother as she was seasick every
day. This placed a strain on my grandfather
who had to take over the role of carer of not
only the six children, but of his wife as well.
Finally, the sickening voyage ended and
the family hopped on a train to leave for
Bonegilla migrant camp, near Albury. They
stayed there for six weeks before moving to
another migrant camp at Maribyrnong, near
Melbourne. Conditions in the migrant camps
were fun for the children who had lots of
playmates, but the parents found it very
frustrating because of the community eating,
washing and bathroom facilities. My
grandfather had a job with the Victorian
Railways, while in Maribyrnong, but he was
also offered a job at the State Electricity
Commission in Morwell. He preferred this
because he wanted to bring up his family in
the country and the availability of good,
cheap housing there was enticing. Because
their allocated house was not ready at the time
that they moved to Morwell, the family had to

move into yet another temporary migrant
accommodation centre at White City, on the
outskirts of Morwell. They stayed here for
another five weeks, making a total of 22
weeks since they had set sail from the
Netherlands and they were still not in their
own home.
Finally, they moved into their allocated
house to everyone’s joy, however the standard
of housing was still not particularly good
compared to what the family had been used to
in the Netherlands. For example, there was no
running sewerage, no running hot water and
roads were unmade. In addition of this, the
weather was unbearably hot, which nobody
was used to coming from the northern
hemisphere. Also, the food was very strange
and it took a long while to adjust to.
Language proved to be a major hardship,
especially for the teenagers like my Auntie
Effie, who started work at a café, knowing
only six words of English. The teenagers of
the family had no formal education in
Australia which made their first years here
very difficult. For example, there were no
self-serve shops like supermarkets at the time
so customers had to ask for all of the items
that they purchased. My Auntie still talks
about the difficulties of those early years
when she had to use gestures to make the
shopkeepers understand what she was
wanting to purchase.
Eventually, the younger children settled
into school and the older ones into jobs. There
was a large Dutch migrant community which
made the transition into the new way of life a
lot easier.
The family believe that the hardships
they faced in the early days probably made
them better people. They are more accepting
of other cultures and ways of life and can
appreciate the difficulties faced by the people
currently being held in detention centres.
Every family member agrees that my
grandparent’s decision to migrate to Australia
was a wonderful one. Everyone has prospered
and has enjoyed the Australian way of life.
Each member of the original family has
visited the Netherlands at some stage and
returned home convinced that Australia is the
place to be. Life in Australia is much more
easy going and outdoor orientated thanks in
part to our wonderful climate. Unlike in the
Netherlands where the majority of people still

rent their council homes, all family members
here have succeeded in buying their own
homes. In Australia, more people have the
ability to accumulate property and other
assets. My dad’s extended family, who stayed
in the Netherlands, envy our way of life.
Holland has a population close to that of
Australia, but occupies an area about the size
of Gippsland! When they visit here, my Dutch
relatives are amazed by all of the open spaces
that we enjoy.
In conclusion, that one bold decision by
my grandparents to migrate to Australia, has
affected many people’s lives. The original
family of
eight has
grown to

become a family of 58 people who are all
thriving. I for one am very glad that they
made the decision because if they didn’t, I
wouldn’t be here to tell the story!

The ship that brought the de Vries family to Australia

My Auntie Yetty at Bonegilla Migrant Camp (No longer in use)

Phoebe Youde
My great grandmother and great grandfather
used to live in the Strezlecki Mountains. My
grandmother’s full name was Isabel Hannah
Charlotte Fisher/Goss and my grandfather
was Henry Foster Fisher. It was a hot summer
in 1939 and the bush caught on fire in the
mountains. The women and children were
evacuated almost immediately but the were
told to stay and help fight the fires. My
grandfather was fighting the fires with some
of his friends for about 3 days. When none of
the men came home when they were due, my
grandmother got the news that the fire had
surrounded the men and no survivors had
been found. My grandmother thought she had
lost him. When the fires had subsided the
police had gone looking for but amazingly
found my grandfather and a 2 of his mates
with him. Apparently he and his friends had
jumped in a trench and waited till the fire was
out. They had singed hair and were hungry
and dehydrated. They also had coughs from
the smoke and some bad burns on their
bodies. It was lucky that they were found
because they wouldn’t have lasted much
longer. My grandmother and grandfather were
reunited but they had to start a new life
together. They had lost everything. Their
house, and everything in it, including their
wedding photos. They also lost all of their
land. They were very harsh fires in those
mountains and my grandparents were very
lucky to escape. These days the fires it the
Strezlecki Mountains are called the “Black
Friday Fires”.

Kris Parker
My family story is about my grandfather who
was the founder of St Paul's Anglican
Grammar School. The school was started in
1982 but there was only one classroom and
they where behind the Anglican church. There
were only three teachers Mr. Wilson, Mr.
Russell and my grandfather.
In 1984 they started to build the new school
there was only two buildings one with the
administration the three teachers office and a
couple of classrooms that building is now the
year 10 building. The other building just had
a couple of science class rooms. The school

with just the two buildings had only nineteen
students and at the time there was only year 7
but each year another building was built for a
higher year level until they had a year level
centre of every year from year 7 to year 12.
ten years later in 1992 my grandfather retired
from St Paul's Anglican Grammar School to
start work at home and in 1993 Mr. Prideaux
became the new principle Mr. Prideaux has
now been principle for thirteen years.
My grandfather is now supposed to be retired
from all work but he still does heaps of work
and is really busy working for other schools.
In the time that my grandfather was principle
my grand mother also worked as a teacher
there for a couple of years and my dad and
my aunty both were students.
Jack Portelli
It was 1966 My Mum, My arty Joanne, My
uncle Sammy and My Grandma all went on a
trip up to Anglesea to stay in their neighbor’s
caravan that had an attachable tent on it.
While they were there the bush fires up in
Geelong were burning everything all the way
to Anglesea. The fire front was burning a
distance of around 70 kilometers from
Geelong to Lorne. The wind was terrifying
and was tents everywhere but also helping the
fire burn. My grandma rang my grandpa who
had to stay home and work to see if he could
come pick them up. He put everything down
and hoped in his car and drove down to
Anglesea on the way he saw many people
panicking trying so hard to get out. He saw
people that had burnt in their car from the
fire. Grandpa finally got to Anglesea and
found out that there was a body that had been
washed up onto the beach and that there was a
group of 16-18 year olds having the best time
of there lives after their tent had blow away.
They all hoped into the car and left on the
way home there was a truck driver that had
realized that the fire was close and parked on
the road not letting anyone in but letting
people out there was a business man that was
going crazy over why the truck driver had
stopped and was saying he needed to get to
Geelong but the truck driver had none of it
and took his keys and got a ride back the
other
way.
Told by My grandpa Samuel Ruth.

Emmanuel Askew
My Papua (Greek Grandfather) Emmanuel
Manthopolous migrated to Australia from
Greece. They were on a big ship for 40 days.
He came to Australia for a good reason for
but I can’t remember that reason neither can
him. He met a woman from Italy in Morwell
called Katherine Delia. They got married and
had 4 kids called Sandra Georgina Rosa and
Toula. He opened up his own business called
Manny’s Market in Traralgon and Morwell
and he was very successful in his business.
This affected my dad working life because he
wouldn’t have worked there if it wasn’t for
my
Papual.
THE END
Alex Elkington
My
grandmother,
Isabella
Strachan
McDiarmid was born on the 24th of January
1928 in Leith (near Edinburgh) Scotland. One
of the most life changing events for her was
World War 2. Grandma was only eleven
when the war began and there were many
restrictions for a child during the war. There
was food rationing for everyone and she
remembers there was no sugar or fresh eggs.
Due to the constant bombings, schools were
closed as there were not sufficient safe spaces
for the children during an air raid.
Because she lived in Leith (the
docklands of Edinburgh) which was
considered a prime target for Enemy
bombing, she was evacuated to the
countryside. She got homesickness shortly
after being evacuated and being an only child,
remembers the sadness at leaving her mum.
She was finally able to persuade her uncle to
take her back to her family.
Grandma’s family life was disrupted
as well as her father was in a restricted
occupation as a carpenter and was sent to
London for a large part of the war to build
landing crafts. They kept in touch by letter for
most of the war. Her mother was called to do
war work. In her case it was to deliver post.
There were also Blackouts, so that
enemy planes could not see any buildings
clearly at night. Having no lights made
walking in the street at night dangerous
particularly in winter with the black ice on the

pavements. Air raids caused sleepless nights
as they waited for the all clear to return home.
Her best friend Gladys’ sister was
killed while out cleaning the air raid shelter in
the middle of the day from a direct hit from a
bomb, she was only eleven.
There was great excitement in the
neighbourhood when an unexploded bomb
landed down the street all the children
gathered around as the bomb disposal people
carried the bomb away.
Grandma was seventeen when the war ended;
she grew up in war time and to this day she
can’t stand artificial sweetener. Her family
survived the war but many others around her
neighbourhood didn’t.

Daniel Edey
Ask My Nonno and his migration
My Nonno (Italian grandpa) had migrated to
Australia from italy. He went over on a ship
and he then met my Nonna. They moved
together to a place in Morwell. The name of
there street was 7 vindon avenue. They then
had my mum and my uncle frank. My
Nonno’s name was Rocco Gaudiano. He
came to Australia for a new beginning and
found it great because he had a great wife and
a
great
daughter
and
son.

Oral Kindred From around the
world

Kindred
USA
Amy Johnson’s response

Amie Chien’s response
I interviewed my grandfather named
Ken Cheng. The event that affected his life
was WWII. It happened during 1939-1945.
The Japanese colonists occupied Taiwan
before WWII, and the Taiwanese were treated
as secondary citizens. When my grandfather
was still young, he was forced to quit school
and go to military training. He had to learn
how to use a gun and had to hold it at all
times. The Japanese were very strict on good
manners and behavior, so if you did
something wrong, they would get very mad at
you. This war not only affected his family, it
affected every Taiwanese in Taiwan. There is
one piece of information that my grandfather
wants to share with you. It is that you must be
loyal, stand up for your country, and fight for
it, no matter what condition it is in.

My grandma’s name is Marian Avila.
The event that affected her life was a change
of political leader. It occurred in 1963. This
event was the assassination of President John
F. Kennedy. It showed her how life could end
so quickly. When John F. Kennedy ran for
president she was only 18, and in her state
you had to be 21 to vote. Many people were
afraid because Kennedy was Catholic. People
feared the Pope would be running the country,
and Kennedy went through a lot of insults.
My grandmother thought he had great ideas
and wished very much that she could vote for
him. Kennedy died only a year and about a
half after he was elected president, and my
grandmother never got a chance to vote for
him.

Connie Cheng’s response
The Cultural Revolution affected my
grandpa, John Jiang. The Cultural Revolution
was a movement initiated by the leaders of
the communist party of China. It was a
struggle between the leaders for power. In
order to win this struggle, the leaders needed
a lot of people to support them. They did this
by promising benefits to people in return for

their support. The leaders mostly went to the
peasants for support because the peasants
needed the benefits. The leaders discriminated
the educated people for they were scared of
the educated people speaking out against
them with different opinions. The Cultural
Revolution started in 1966 and ended in 1976.
My grandpa was a chief engineer in a turbine
manufacturing company, so he was
considered educated. During the Cultural
Revolution, my grandpa had to work as a
labor worker in a factory. He was very sad
since he could not work at his original and
favorite job. He was also sad for he was
treated
unfairly.
My
grandpa
was
discriminated politically because he was
educated. It also affected my mother, aunt,
and grandma (his daughters and wife). They
were also discriminated, though not as much
ah he was, because they were part of his
family. During the Cultural Revolution, many
of the educated were put down for fear of
rebellion from them.

Japanese, and Americans. That is one
interesting thing that happened in her life.

David Cutler’s response
My grandfather, Robert A. Cutler, was
affected by the invention of the jet engine. He
first got involved with the jet engine in 1954.
Two years after finishing high school, he got
a job manufacturing parts for the jet engine.
Most parts then were made either by casting
them, or creating them out of a mold. He
continued making parts while going to college
part time. Four years later, he finished college
as a Mechanical Engineer, and continued to
work on the jet engine until retirement. This
affected his family as it gave him a steady job
as well as money to support his family. This
also enabled him to learn about computers
and eventually use computers to design the
parts for the jet engine. This is how the
invention of the jet engine affected my
grandfather’s life.

Daniel Wang’s response
When I asked my grandma ChiehMing Hsiao if anything interesting happened
in your life like a war or something like that,
she talked about World War 2. She had to run
at night and day away from the Japanese
when it was most safe. It was during the early
1940's when she was a teenager and the
Japanese took over parts of China. She would
see Japanese people with there guns and
airplanes dropping bombs and blasting people
apart. She also had to hide in small holes or
tents so she wouldn't be seen or blown apart
by the bombs. She saw things that people
today don't usually see like dying Chinese,

David Lindars’ response
Beginning in 1933 Rita Brennon gave
birth, throughout the following years she got
married to Bob Leitner. Soon after, she had

her first child, Mary. She was enough to keep
everyone awake until she had another child
the next year, Joey. For the next seven years
in a row she had had seven more children,
sadly one died soon after birth. So she had
Mary, Joey, Anne, Betsy, Martha, Joan,
Theresa and Tom in that order. Each of the
children would share a room and do
homework together. Now at this point the
oldest daughter, Mary, is 49 and the youngest
son Tom is 40. In January, 2005 Joey died
and Bob died a few years before. So now they
are only a family of eight. But for some
occasions we come together and celebrate.
Since the first time she had a child her life
had changed.

Eric Zhang’s response

My person was Steve High. He is my
English Tutor. He lived in the United States.
He was born in the 1950's. He was only a
teenager when he suffered from the worst
shock in his life. “President Kennedy was
Shot,” the newspapers said. The blow fell on
November 22, 1963.
Mr. High said it was the most
shocking thing he ever felt. It was saddening
for him because he felt as if he had lost a
friend. It had affected his mother, his father,
his sister, his grandparents, and he himself.
President Kennedy was very personable.
Everyone liked him because he was funny and
ambitious. Everyone alive at that time
mourned his death for a long time. That fatal
shot echoed in Dallas, Texas for the 1960's.
President Kennedy had a beautiful wife who
everyone loved. He also had young boys. The
boys would mourn the death of their father at

very early ages. This blow is still echoing in
the United States to this very day.

Eva Bruketa’s response
I interviewed my teacher, Mrs.
Tammy Coia. The event that affected her life
was an earthquake. It was the big earthquake
of 1989. When the earthquake struck in
Northern California many people were
trapped under debris from fallen buildings
and inside houses. Bridges collapsed and you
constantly heard the sound of a police car, an
ambulance or a fire truck. Her family
experienced serious property loss. After the
event Mrs. Coia and many other people
became fearful of another huge earthquake.
This caused a lot of safety measures to be
taken. Even though these steps were taken
many people did not sleep soundly for many
nights. Mrs. Coia remembers how she was
haunted by nightmares of the earthquake for
so many nights. Mrs. Tammy Coia still
vividly remembers the fear she felt in the big
earthquake of 1989.

Indica Sur’s response

My grandfather’s name is Harvey
Leroy Ritchie and he was drafted and trained
to fight in the Korean War. The Korean War
took place during the 1950’s. He arrived at
the training camp in Pennsylvania around Oct
1951. My grandfather says that the war
definitely shortened his life by a couple of
years as one person can only take so much
effort in a lifetime. The fact that he was away
from my grandmother saddened her and
caused her to move back with her mother,
Nana Rose. His absence impacted many other
family members. For example, his first
daughter (my mother) was 15 months old
before she first saw her father. When my
grandfather got to the training camp, he had to
take 16 weeks of extensive training in order to
fight. Usually once a soldier had gone through
the 16 weeks of training, he would be shipped
off to his “station” which was where he was
assigned to fight. But, my grandfather stayed
at the training facility and took another 8
weeks of training in order to get a higher
military ranking. As a result of this, my
grandfather was shipped to Germany. This
fact gave him no connection to the Korean
War. He instead became a back-up for the
Europeans in case the Russian soldiers
attacked. While he was in Germany my
grandfather did not encounter any live battle.
However, he did experience first-hand the
wide-spread devastation from WWII.

traditional culture and authorities. It started in
1966 and ended in 1978. The event affected
my father as well as his family a lot because
all Chinese people suffered from the collapse
of the economy. The traditional education
system was also completely destroyed. As a
child, he couldn’t learn much in school, so he
had to learn more from daily life. That was
the same experience for other children in
China. However, according to my father, it
was also good for students because they paid
more attention to social life.
Karan Das-Grande's response
My grandfather’s name is Pannalal Das.
There was one event that changed his life. It
was World War II. This event occurred
between 1942-1945. One day, my GreatGrandfather showed my Grandfather some
Japanese Zero Fighters that were flying above
his house in Dibrugarh, Assam, India. This
really only affected him. He was only 12
years old. He was very surprised. The planes
threw leaflets, which were Anti-British, and
they showed pictures of how the British had
cut off the fingers of Indian weavers, so that
the Indians could not make their own cloth.
The leaflets were designed to ignite the AntiBritish feeling in India.

Leslie Chan’s response
Iris Xia’s response
I interviewed my father whose name is
Chun Xia. The event that affected his life was
the Culture Revolution in China. The Culture
Revolution was a political movement for the
Chinese communists fighting with the

I interviewed my grandma, Lana
Tram. The event that changed her life was a
change of political leader. The old leader was
a republic leader, which means that they got
freedom. His name was Nguyen Van Thieu.
The new leader was a communist leader and
his name was Ho Chi Minh. This occurred in
1975. Since there was no freedom, her family

did not enjoy life. Nobody wanted to protest
because the leader would put you into jail.
They decided to escape at night and they left
their money, cars and house behind. Since
they had paid for the ride two weeks before,
they were able to get onto the ship and escape
to Indonesia. In Indonesia, they stayed in a
camp that was in a forest for eighteen months.
Everyday they would go to the hills and chop
wood for a fire to cook food and to stay
warm. They also went to the well to get water
because they did not have any faucets. If
there was no water in the well, they would go
to the river to get water. They got food while
they were in camp and every ten days a Red
Cross Organization would give five eggs, six
pounds of rice, and two pounds of veggies
and three pounds of fish and a cup of soy
sauce to every person and had enough for
three meals. They then applied to list to go to
the United States. The government checked
their record and they put them on the list to
America. A group from the government came
and told them that they could board the
airplane to U.S.A if they signed some
documents. They boarded the plane two
months later and flew to U.S.A.

after my aunt was born. He built very
successful companies in Thailand and
immigrated to the US in 1981.
There have been a lot of events
happening in the US since 1981. He liked
technical things and had been fascinated with
computers, so the dot-com boom and bust was
so vivid in his memory. Dot- com companies
were the collection of start- up companies
selling products in the late 1990s dot- com
boom, a speculative frenzy of investment in
Internet and Internet- related technical stocks
and enterprises. This boom is due to the
Internet and World Wide Web technology.
My dad co- founded a company, NetIQ that
took advantage on this boom to manage
applications and servers that served Internet.
He is now retired and has six
granddaughters including my sister and I. He
also has two grandsons. He has been living in
the United States for thirty years.

Marina Cheng’s response

The person I interviewed is my
grandpa, Henry Cheng. He was born in
Bangkok, Thailand in 1933. Most of his
family members were in China. Five years
after the World War II ended in 1945, at the
age of 12, he went to study in China and
stayed with my great grand- father who
owned many international companies. This
was during the Chinese Civil War between
Chinese Nationalist party and the Communist
Party of China. This war began in 1927 and
ended in 1950 with the Communists
controlling Mainland China and the
Nationalists restricted to Taiwan. There was
a lot of turmoil since the Communist Party
took over our house and he came back to
Thailand in 1953. He married my grandma
that year. My dad was born in 1957; a year

Ria Desai’s response
My mother, Archana Patel, moved
from Kenya, East Africa to England when she
was 7 because of change from British rule to a
Kenyan president. She and her two sisters and
parents moved 5 years after Jomo Kenyatta
was elected president in Kenya. Most of their
friends and relatives moved to India and
England. The family moved because of her
parent’s worries. The Patels believed that
most African countries did not remain stable
after independence. Their worries turned out
not to be true for Kenya. Another reason they
moved was because if they had stayed they
would have lost their British citizenship, and
they would have had to become Kenyan
citizens. They also moved because the
education system was changing. Jomo

Kenyatta said that students had to learn
Swahili instead of English. 4 years after they
moved, Idi Amin in Uganda forced out the
Indians, and many Indians moved to England,
where they stayed in refugee camps. If the
Patels had stayed in Kenya it would have
been difficult to go to England because of the
Ugandan refugees. The Patel’s whole life was
changed for the better, although it was very
hard at first.
Richard Fan’s response
When I asked my mother, Ilona
Davies, about the Rhodesian war she told me
the dreaded truth. It started in 1968 when the
Africans wanted independence from the
Whites. It was mostly a war in the bush with
ambushes and guerrilla warfare, like in the
Vietnam War. The White government and
some of the Blacks needed soldiers so badly
that they enlisted any man from 18-60 who
wasn’t in the military already. Also you
couldn’t leave a city without military escort
and every Saturday a bomb went off in the
center of the city. Also the Guerrillas
destroyed oil pipes so there was petrol
rationing. Even during Christmas, you
couldn’t enter a shop with any package
because it might be a bomb. My mother was
even in a room when a grenade went off and
four were injured and one was killed. Also my
mother went to many funerals of parents
friends’ sons. My mother’s family (not
including husbands, sons and daughters) were
all involved. And now with inflation rates of
600%, Mugabie is ruling.

Shivani Mitra’s response
I interviewed my grandpa, Vissa Sahadev
Rao. When he was a child the Independence
of India was going on. The Independence of
India went on for 50 years, and my grandpa
participated in 18 years of it. The
Independence of India ended in 1947. My
Grandpa only got to watch these movements,
but his father and eldest brother participated
in them.
Only when he was older, in1948 his
life was changed. My Grandpa was in an
organization, RSS that was against the
British. In 1948, the leader of these nonviolent protests, Mahatma Gandhi was
assassinated. Somebody had killed Mahatma
because after the British left the Indian
economy went down and India had no one to
depend on. Many thought that people in RSS
had killed Mahatma. So, my grandpa spent 3
months in jail until his innocence was proved.
His eldest brother was a student leader at his
university and in his town peacefully
protested against the British. My Grandpa’s
eldest brother had to run away to a different
town for many thought he had killed
Mahatma. My Grandpa remembers Gandhi
coming to his town and giving a speech about
non-violence and telling people to march with
him. This is what my grandpa remembers
about The Independence of India.
Sondra Costa’s response
My grandma’s name is Akram Esmaili. She is
from Teran, Iran. In 1979 a war occurred in
Iran. This war was caused because people
wanted to get rid of the king, Mohamad Reza
Pahlavy. He tried to stop this war by telling
his military to back off. Her family, including
herself, had to move somewhere else. She

moved to America with my mom, my aunt,
my grandma, and herself. Some of our friends
stayed in Los Angeles until the war was over
and then went back to Iran. By the time the
war was over religious power took over.
Today my Aunt has 2 children, I have a
brother, and my grandma and grandpa are
both alive enjoying themselves here. On my
dad’s side though is a totally different story.

He is from Portugal. He has 6 brothers. One
brother is still to young to be married. The 2nd
brother has 2 kids. The 3rd brother has 4 kids.
The 4th brother has 4 kids. The 5th brother has
4 kids. The 6th brother has 3 kids. So as you
see we have a big family including the rest
that are still in Iran.

