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Calligraphy

Introduction 


Calligraphy is one of the oldest treasures in Chinese culture. In the ancient time, people used this kind of writing method to prescribe words. Later, the highly educated people developed the way to combine the beauty and strength and put these elements into their work. In sum, calligraphy was not just a writing tool but the lofty art. Nowadays, although modern people use pens instead of calligraphy, some of the calligraphers still try to pursue the spirit of writing this treasure, calligraphy.


I have learned calligraphy for more than ten years. The serene time while I am writing calligraphy has trained me to stay composed and learn to enjoy the solitude. I sank in the atmosphere it gave me and gradually fell in love with it.

I think that’s why I want to introduce you this topic. 


There are four topics we write about this field. First, what are the necessaries you have to prepare before writing calligraphy? Well, it’s called “four treasures of the study”. And what do the four treasures stand for? You will find out the answer thereinafter.


Second, there are five writing styles of calligraphy. And how did they come into being? How have they developed? Please look at the second topic, History of Calligraphy.


In the third article, you will see some famous calligraphers in the history and know the stories about them and also appreciate their beautiful works.


Do you know in other countries have their own calligraphy as well? What’s the difference between the calligraphy in Chinese and in other countries? In the last article, we will lead you to enjoy the calligraphy around the world.


Hope you will become fond of this special art of writing.
Four Treasures of the Study文房四寶
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Ink Brush毛筆

Ink brushes are traditional Chinese pens. They are often used in Chinese calligraphy and painting. About the sizes of ink brushes include small, medium, and big. We often use the medium one to write calligraphy.

  Ink brushes are normally made from the hair of pig, sheep, mouse, rabbit, and wolf while some people like the ink brushes which are made from the hair of dear, tiger, and yellow weasel. Also, some parents use their baby’s hair to make ink brush to show how much they love their child.

  I have one ink brush which is made from my hair when I was a baby. But I don’t use it to write calligraphy. I just put it on the desk to remind me my parents love me very much so I shouldn’t make them sad. My heart feels very warm when I saw my baby hair ink brush.
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Ink墨

Chinese traditional ink is made from soot, the smoke of pine, and glue. When we use it, first we pull the water on the Chinese inkstone. Then we grind ink on it. After we finish doing this, we could start to write calligraphy.

Paper宣紙

Traditional Chinese paper is easy to preserve because the color we write or draw on is not easy to fade away. The absorption of paper is very strong. That’s why people from the ancient to the modern prefer to use it to write calligraphy and painting.
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Chinese Inkstone硯台

Chinese inkstone is a stone for storing the ink. It appeared in Han Dynasty. Like ink brush, ink, and paper, inkstone is an important writing tool in the traditional Chinese writing. However, in Ming and Ching Dynasty, inkstone became an artwork to be appreciated. Now we can see many kinds of inkstone in National Palace Museum in Taiwan.
History of Calligraphy
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from left to right

Small Seal Script, Large Seal Script, Cursive Script, Clerical Script and Semi-cursive Script

Photo from: http://politics.people.com.cn/BIG5/14562/4441441.html
Seal Script(篆書)

 Clerical Script and Seal Script were created about the same time. Because people at the time thought it took too much time to write Seal Script. However, Clerical Script was counted rude in Qin Dynasty until it was the official writing in Han Dynasty(After Qin Dynasty). The feature of Clerical Script is the strokes. The beginning of stroke is thin while the ending is thick; we often call ‘silkworm head and wild goose tail’. Moreover, Clerical Script spoiled the structure of ancient Chinese script, so you can find its appearance different from Seal Script.
Clerical script(隸書)

  Seal Script (or called Small Seal Script) originated in the unification of Chinese. At that time, Qin Shi Huang (The first emperor in China) had Courtier Si Li combine Large Seal Script and ancient Chinese script and create Seal Script. The writing of Seal Script is smooth, bilateral and its strokes were simplified. Although Seal Script is hard to recognize to modern people, its unique stroke has charmed artists.
Cursive Script(草書)

  Cursive Script (you can call Grass Script) is named because of its loose and sketchy stroke like grass. It originated with the draft that bookman wrote before writing an article during the Han Dynasty through Jin Dynasty. So, it took the least time to write Cursive Script among all Calligraphy. Cursive Script developed in three phases. The early style was based on Clerical Script; it retained most of the strokes from Clerical. You can read the article in “this Cursive Script” word by word, so we call this Zhāngcǎo(章草). 

  Contrast Zhāngcǎo with Jīncǎo(今草), every word was linked in Jīncǎo. So, it’s impossible to read the article word by word. It takes less time to write it than Zhāngcǎo. Then, Cursive Script develop into a kind of art in Tang Dynasty, we call it Kuángcǎo(狂草). People like to write Kuángcǎo because its beautiful script.  
Regular Script(楷書)

  Regular Script emerged about the same time with Cursive Script. Regular Script origined in Clerical Script and reached the summit during Tang Dynasty. As the name suggested, Regular Script is more regular than other calligrapic script. Moreover, it’s one of the major calligraphic stlyes. Today, people regard Regular Script as normal Chinese Script.

Semi-cursive Script

 We have to write Regular Script with careful strokes while with a more casual attitude in Semi-cursive Script. The words in Semi-cursive seem to run on the paper. It is similar to Cursive Script , which was invented to help people save time in writing. There are two kinds of Semi-cursive Script. One resembles Cursive Script, the other resembles Regular Script.

Famous Calligraphers in History

Wang Xizhi王羲之
Wang Xizhi is one of the most famous calligraphers. Also, he is referred to as the “Sage of the Calligraphy”.

Born in Jin Dynasty (265AD~420AD), he was born with a silver spoon. At the age of seven, he started to learn how to write calligraphy. After he grew up, he established his own style. There are several episodes about him. In order to improve, he observed geese necks, because he considered the movement of the bird’s neck similar to the movement of our wrist when writing calligraphy.

One of the most famous masterpieces of Wang Xizhi is the "Preface to the Poems Composed at the Orchid Pavilion". It was also referred to the best Semi-cursive Script (a kind of calligraphy style) in the world. This work led the art of calligraphy to its summit. 

Wang Xizhi had seven children. However, the youngest, Wang Xianzhi was also another well-known calligrapher in the history.

[image: image3.jpg]ﬂ@t

he

Lmﬁﬁﬁit e ¥
o A RT IR woad
ﬂ?%&% R oeam
AL )RR E e
W WE it 8RS
San e NS FLURES. SYRES
U IR
et ) amae &

;%z%%Ai? AR
! 4 vt 3 % o o G
= & VEE S et el 3@ o
Hi,ﬁ%f,m%
A R (A an
xﬁﬁwﬁ% A e
e <0 | 8K % e B4 sl
Aﬂ v.,.z‘tmﬂ &\ B

)
AR o g X =L

@m » oo i 2 W
Amwmk,ﬁiﬁﬁﬁf
, ¢ R 3

eﬁWi@M ,M.&z«%





Lanting Ji Xu
http://chinese.hitechemall.com/callig/lanting.htm
Huai Su懷素

Huai Su (725AD~785AD) was born in Tang Dynasty. He was not only a Buddhist monk but also a famous calligrapher. He was good at Cursive Script writing. He was fond of alcohol, and after getting drunk he picked up the brush and wrote crazily. In fact, being loose was the greatest style of his calligraphy. He didn’t care about the rules and went on his own way.
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Husai Su was famous for his work called Autobiography. In this masterpiece, he used fine brush to write quite large characters. The strings were rounded just like they were flying.

                     Autobiography

http://www.npm.gov.tw/en/collection/selections_01.htm?catno=17

Zhang Xu草聖張旭

Zhang Xu was also born in Tang Dynasty. He was an equal of Husai Su in terms of fame. Similar to Husai Su, he excelled in Cursive Script writing. Both Zhang Xu and Husai Su usually created their masterpieces after getting drunk. That’s why they are referred to as "the crazy Zhang and the drunken Su"
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Famous work by Zhang Xu http://www.epochtimes.com/b5/1/9/5/c5104.htm

Yan Zhenqing顏真卿

Yan Zhenqing(709~785A.D.) was the governor of Dang Dynasty. Yan Zhenqing was the only calligrapher who parallelled Wang Xizhi. Yan Zhenqing specialized in Regular Script and Cursive Script, and created his own style, called Yan style of Regular Script


One of his well-known works is Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew. His beloved nephew died in the war. He was extremely sad and wrote this article to grieve for his nephew. In the work, he showed his great sadness, and this kind of depression let him reveal his true feelings instead of repressing his emotion.
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Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew

http://www.npm.gov.tw/en/collection/selections_01.htm?catno=17
Calligraphy around the World

The art of calligraphy developed and originated from China. Japan and Korea, for example, are one of the first countries that adopted the Chinese calligraphy. The Chinese calligraphy was adopted along with the Chinese culture that these countries tried to imitate, therefore even though the new calligraphy of these countries have some localized styles they are in whole very similar to where they derived from. 

Vietnam has also developed calligraphy based on Chinese calligraphy. But after the adoption of western alphabet in the early 20th century this Vietnamese art was soon neglected and used no more.

 
Indian calligraphy had been deeply influenced by its religion; calligraphy is often used in printing holy books of religions. Interestingly, the lack of modern printing technology kind of forced the production of hand writing calligraphy and India ended up with a rich collection of calligraphy.



Calligraphy on Indian holy book
    Islamic calligraphy is deeply entwined with the religion of Islam, and it is often seen in the ceilings of mosques. This calligraphy is considered more a visible art in expression of the heavenly kingdom than plainly a way of expressing spoken language. Islamic calligraphy is the link between the religion of Islam and the languages of Muslims, and because of that some Islam considers it to be the most respected Islamic art in their culture.
Calligraphy today is used in various diverse forms and situations such as memorial documents, diplomas, invitations, maps, menus logo designs and many more. Some calligraphers can make a living on their talent of specializing in this field. Through modern technology, such as the computer and the internet, calligraphy has found its new stage-on electronic screen. Calligraphy became an eye-appealing font choice in many typing tools, and its many old and new creations swiftly reached throughout the globe via the convenient web online. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calligraphy
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