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Columbia River Gorge

The Columbia River Gorge has many sights to see and things to do.  There are lots of waterfalls, some dams, and many other amazing places.  Corbett is located at the west end of the gorge.
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The Vista House at Crown Point is located on a cliff above the Columbia River, on the Historic Columbia River Highway.  Building started in 1913 and finished in 1922.  It is just three miles from our school. From the Vista House, you can see the Columbia River, the hills in the state of Washington, and Interstate 84 down below.  Take pictures of the sights and watch the sunset.  Inside, there is a marble floor.  There is a gift shop where you can buy postcards, key chains, bookmarks, and more. 
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Eleven miles from Corbett, along the scenic highway, is Multnomah Falls.  The stream falls 620 feet down the cliff and splashes into a pool.  Hike up the trail for a close-up view of the falls.  Enjoy Sunday brunch at the restaurant, or another delicious meal.  Shop at the gift shop.  There are many things to do and see at Multnomah Falls.

Be sure to visit Bonneville Dam.  It produces electricity.  It’s also a great place to watch our native salmon migrate up the river to lay their eggs.  The best time to visit is April through September.  See Herman the Sturgeon and lots of other fish at the Fish Hatchery.

Next time you visit Oregon, plan to spend lots of time in the Columbia Gorge.  

Taylor Fritz, Samantha Kurtz, and Ashley Stamper

MT. HOOD

Mt. Hood is about sixty miles from Corbett.  It is the highest peak in Oregon at 11,235 feet.  There are several ski areas and other things to do there.
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At Mt. Hood Meadows, you can go skiing, snowboarding, and a lot more.  The longest run at Mt. Hood Meadows is three miles long.  The Top Cascade (a chair lift) is 7,300 feet.  The average snowfall at Meadows is 430 inches.

Ski Bowl is located near Government Camp.  It is a great place to ski and snowboard.  There are hills for beginners and for more experienced skiers and snowboarders.  Ski Bowl is open all week.

Timberline Lodge is at 6,000 feet elevation on Mt. Hood, which is the highest ski resort.  People go there to ski, eat at restaurants, and stay at the lodge.  There are stores to shop in.  Event facilities are available for weddings, meetings, and conferences.  Timberline Lodge is a good place to visit on snowy days.

During the summer, go horseback riding at Mt. Hood.  Rent a horse or bring your own.  You’ll find some good riding trails in the Mt. Hood National Forest. 

Come visit Mt. Hood.  You’ll love it!

Dana Ericksen, Leila Gorman, and Vanessa Van Horn
OMSI
The Oregon Museum of Science and Industry is a great place to visit with family and friends.  It’s a wacky and weird way to learn more about science.  OMSI is located in downtown Portland, about 20 miles from Corbett.  It is open seven days a week from 9:30 to 5:30.  

The science room has many fascinating things.  Each of the inventions has their own corner.  

Find out more about animals and insects in the Life Science Hall.  You even get to touch and hold the animals and insects as you learn more about them.
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Visit the USS Blueback submarine while at OMSI.  The sub was laid in 1957 and launched in 1959.  It cost $21 million.  It is about 220 feet long.  The Blueback carried 85 people and 18 torpedoes.

OMSI is a fascinating place to visit.  Don’t miss it when you come to Oregon.

Austin Graff, Brandon McCurtain, 

and Haley White
Oregon Trail Center
The Oregon Trail Center is in Baker City.  Life sized dioramas show scenes from the Oregon Trail.  A video describes what life was like.  See ruts from the trail and a real wagon. There is also a souvenir shop.  
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The Center is about 285 miles from Corbett.  It is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. from April to October, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. from November to March.

Visit the museum.  It is really cool!

Ryan Martinez, Seth Parker, and Nathan Woods

ROSE FESTIVAL
The Portland Rose Festival is a special celebration for Portland, the City of Roses.  This is the 100th year for the festival.  It starts this year on May 21st and lasts until June 10th.  The Rose Festival has many things to do and see.

The Dragon Boat races have been a tradition for 18 years.  There are over one hundred teams racing against each other.  The boats are especially meant for racing.  They are nice and long.  The rudder is very big, so the boats can turn fairly fast.

The Court is made up of a princess from each of Portland’s fourteen high schools.  Last year, Gracie Neal from Cleveland High School was the Rose Festival Queen.
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The Junior Rose Parade is for children up to sixth grade.  They march around the Hollywood District in Portland.  The first Junior Parade was in 1907, representing 23 schools.  It included 2000 boys and girls.  This year, the parade will also include the Fred Meyer bear, floats, bicycles, and balloons.

The fleet has been a tradition for 70 years.  USS Charleston was the first boat to arrive in 1907.  This year, the tall sailing ships will be at Waterfront Park, as well as ships from the U.S. Navy, Coast Guard, and Canadian Maritime forces.  

There are many more things to see and do at the Portland Rose Festival.  Come visit and see for yourself!

Alyssa AnDyke, Jessie Kerslake, and Iain Mackai
Fourth of July
The Fourth of July celebrates our country’s independence.  Everywhere in the United States of America, there are big celebrations on July 4th.  It is a really enjoyable holiday!

Every year, Corbett picks a theme for the celebration.  There is a big parade with lots of decorated trailers, old cars, tractors, and a few horses.  The parade travels two miles from Springdale to Corbett.  Anybody can participate.  When it’s over, you can go to the Fun Fair.

The Fun Fair includes games on the school grounds.  The ball toss is a favorite of many kids.  The cake walk, bowling, and coin toss are fun too.  There is also a dunk tank.  Best of all is a big inflated slide.  All of it is fun!  There are lots of stands at the celebration.  They sell soap, clothes, jewelry, stuffed animals, and tickets for the rides and toys.  Snow cones, elephant ears, barbecued ribs, hotdogs, and hamburgers are for sale.  There is a lot of good food!

The auction takes place in the middle of the football field behind the school.  Paintings, televisions, wood, hay, cows, and other donated items are sold to raise money for next year’s festival.  There is also a spelling bee each year on the stage, and a talent show.
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The fireworks are the best part of the Fourth of July.  They start when the sun goes down.  Some fireworks are really loud and some do not make any noise.  When the fireworks are done, everyone goes home.  Some people light their own fireworks at home.  
The Corbett Fourth of July celebration is a really enjoyable holiday.  No, make that an extremely enjoyable holiday!

Laura Baker, Kelly Hubbard, and Benjamin Morrison
WATER SPORTS
Oregon is a great place for water sports.  They are great fun.
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Whitewater rafting is very exciting!  You get wet and sometimes even soaked.  The Deschutes River is the best river ever.  It has a lot of rapids and is really fast.  The Deschutes is about 125 miles from Corbett.  The best time to go is between March and October.

People come to Hood River for wind surfing because of the strong wind.  The best time to visit is in the summer.  Hood River is about 45 miles from Corbett.

Fishing on the Columbia River is very fun.  There are a lot of different fish.  There are salmon, steelhead, and lots of other fish.  

Come to Oregon and enjoy the water!

Alyssa Fahlman, Ray Nacoste, and Kassidy Vaughan

SEASIDE
Seaside is a very good place to visit in the spring.  It is on the northern Oregon coast.  Seaside draws in a lot of tourists.

At Seaside, you can rent or buy a boogie board.  You can also buy surfboards.  You can do any of these and still have fun.  There are plenty of waves to surf.  The water is really cold, but after about a half hour it isn’t too bad.  Make sure that you can swim.
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The game place at Seaside has bumper cars.  There is also a big skateboard park.  On the beach, you can go sand surfing.  

At Seaside, you can build sand castles on miles of sand.  You can also run along the sand.  You can find seashells and other objects on the sand.

Seaside is a wonderful place to visit in the spring.  You can go in the water, play in the sand, and go to the game rental.  Seaside is a very big tourist attraction.

Zander Annus, Gabrielle Jimenez, and Josh Layton

Hiking and Camping

Lots of people in Oregon love to go hiking or camping.  There are hundreds of campgrounds and thousands of miles of hiking trails.  Corbett is close to lots of them.

Horsetail Falls is an awesome place to hike.  It has a great vista of the Columbia River at the viewpoint.  It has a cave that goes under the waterfall.  In the spring, when it’s not raining, it’s a good time to go to Horsetail Falls.  It’s not too hot and not too cold.  Horsetail Falls is about a twenty minute drive from our school.
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The John Day River, in central Oregon, is a favorite place to camp.  It is about 85 miles east of Corbett.  Plan to stay a week or two.  Fish, swim, and do other water sports!
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Come for a visit and spend some time outdoors enjoying Oregon.

Morgan Bucher, 

Sascha Fruehauf, and Mitchell Steele
Travel Guide 

to 

Austin,

Texas,

USA

Austin Museum of Art


In Austin we call the Austin Museum of Art, the AMOA. You can visit the festivals for $8.00 /adult and 12 and under are free.

The AMOA is special art that we all can enjoy! 

The address is 3809 West 35th street, Austin Texas 78703.

It’s a great place to visit all the time, although there may be festivals and exhibits that you might want to visit. You can see art and other things. There are historical pictures and paintings too. You should stay as long as you want. Beware, hours can fly by while you’re there.

We hope that someday you can come and visit!

The hours they are open:

Tuesday - Saturday 10-6

Thursday 10-8

Sunday noon – 5

For more information you can go to www.AMoA.org
From Sophia and Nesi in Austin, Texas 

If we were to tell you a really awesome place to visit in Austin we might suggest you visit The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. Founded in 1982 by Lady Bird Johnson and the late Helen Hayes. The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center is dedicated to protecting and preserving North America's native plants and natural landscapes.

The Wildflower Center was found on December 22, 1982 on Lady

Bird Johnson’s 70th birthday.

You should see the wild flowers.   You could also take classes on gardening and Southwest Austin.  There you can learn about the history of wildflowers.

The center is on 43 acres. The center offers education programs, lots of wildflowers through the year, a gift shop, and model native gardens.

The center is closed on Mondays but opened Tuesday through Saturday from 9:00-5:30, and Sunday from noon to 5:50.  Admission is $6.00.  For more information please view their website listed below.

TREVOR BEVERIDGE and CHASE VON DOLEN

Third Grade

Trinity Episcopal School

http://www.wildflower.org/?nd=home   [image: image1.jpg]



                                         L.B.J. Library 

In the L.B.J. Library there are memories and important documents and pictures of Lyndon Baines Johnson’s presidency.  It is one of only eleven presidential libraries in the United States.  It is situated on The University of Texas campus in Austin, Texas.  It is opened everyday from 9:00 to 5:00 except on Christmas Day.  It is less than ten miles from our campus. 


One of the things you might see is a film that was recently released, that Lady Bird Johnson made of her family through the years.  Another interesting fact is that L.B.J.’s great grandson and daughter attend our school.  Our classes have had the opportunity to visit this museum and have a private tour from L.B.J.’s daughter Lucy Johnson.

Madalena Almanza

Sara Buffington

Third Grade

Trinity Episcopal School

Austin, Texas  

















THE TEXAS TOWER

         The University of Texas Tower is 307 feet tall. It was designed by Paul Cret of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The University of Texas Tower was completed in 1937. Through the years, the tower has served as the university’s most distinguishing landmark and as a symbol of academic excellence and personal opportunity. It was also built to compete with the Austin skyline. The tower is centrally located on the University of Texas campus. When a University of Texas sports Team wins, the tower lights up

Orange. When the University of Texas wins a National Championship its orange with special effects. Also, when the University overcomes a challenge, it lights up orange and white. Some other interesting facts are that in 1965 it had a fire on the 20th floor. The bells ring every 15 minutes.                                                                                            

                                               Joey, Jonathan, Dimitri, and, Andrew

                                               Third Grade                                                                                                                                                                                    


Trinity Episcopal School
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One of the relax places for the people in Cluj-Napoca is Baisoara Hills. They come here in the winter at ski and in the summer for a picnic. There is a nice view of the mountains. Is not far away from Cluj-Napoca.[image: image4.jpg]


By Mihnea, Ionut and Sergiu

4th grade International School of Cluj

Caves from Apuseni Mountains

Apuseni Mountains has a lot of beautiful caves such as: 
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It’s the biggest ice-cave of Romania. It is at 1165 meter height and it is more that 3000 years old. It has a length of 720 meter and a depth of 105 meter. The volume of the ice we find in the cave is of 75 000 m3 and its width of 15 meter.
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cave bears (Ursus spelaeus)
The cave was named so as numerous  were found in this cave. The cave was visited by these large animals more than 15.000 years ago. But one day, they say that a rock slide closed the entrance while more than 140 bears were still in the cave. Becoming hungry, the bears killed one another until all were dead. This story is told by their remains, tons of bear bones covering the floor of large parts of the cave with the marks of bear teeth.
By Houliat  Pavel  , 4th grade,

International School Cluj, Romania
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At the end of the great river Danube's journey through Europe to the Black Sea there spreads out a natural paradise unparalleled in Europe, where canals, lakes, reed islands, pastures and sand dunes cover over 5,165 sq km (2,000 miles).
This amazing wetland shelters over 300 species of birds, countless fish from royal sturgeon down to carp and perch, while its 1,150 kinds of plants range from sinuous lianas suggesting tropical forests to gently blossoming water lilies. It is small wonder that UNESCO has designated the Delta a "Reservation of the Biosphere".
Only 15,000 people make their living from fishing, livestock breeding, and reed harvesting in this vast area. Their villages, lapped by the waterways, seem untouched by time.
Fresh and sea-water fish abound in the Delta.
Exploring the Reservation of the Biosphere: The starting point for a Delta adventure is usually the ancient city of Tulcea, with modern tourist hotels and special small cruise ships, plus a worthwhile museum devoted to the natural history of the Delta.
It is 72 km (45 miles) by boat from the almost equally old settlement of Sulina at the other end of the Sulina channel and cruises between the two give passengers a panoramic view of wildlife. You will see pelicans and cormorants, eagles and vultures.
Local fishermen make their own version of Russian borsch over an open fire. At restaurants you can sample Danube herring, croquettes of zander, or sturgeon steak.
The delta of the Danube is one of the few places that meet the requirements of these travellers who want to profit from moments of peace and quiet during their vacation. Unique landscape can be
[image: image41.wmf]                                  

The Black Sea

The Black Sea is an inland sea between south  eastern Europe and Anatolia that is actually a distant arm of the Atlantic Ocean by way of the Mediterranean Sea. It is connected to the Mediterranean by the Bosporus and the Sea of Marmara, and to the Sea of Azov by the Strait of Kerch.

There is a net inflow of seawater through the Bosporus, 200 km³ per year. There is an inflow of freshwater from the surrounding areas, especially central and middle-eastern Europe, totaling 320 km³ per year. The most important river entering the Black Sea is the Danube.[1] The Black Sea has an area of 436,400 km²,[2] with a maximum depth of 2200 m. (7,218 ft.) [3]
Countries bordering on the Black Sea are Turkey, Romania, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Russia, and Georgia.[4] The Crimean peninsula is a Ukrainian autonomous republic.

Important cities along the coast include: Istanbul (urban area of 10,018,735) , Constanţa (urban area of 401,613), Mangalia, Burgas, Varna (urban area of 357,752) , Odessa, Sevastopol, Yalta, Kerch, Novorossiysk (281,400), Sochi, Sukhumi, Poti, Batumi, Trabzon, Samsun and Zonguldak.

By Florina Cherhat, Patricia Zdrenghea and Paula Sofianiuc

    International School of Cluj  Romania

     The 4th grade                
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                  The Apuseni Mountains
Seen from a distance, The Apuseni Mountains don’t seem so much different from the other ranges that build up the great Carpathian wreath at the core of Romania. At a first glance one would even say they are quite low and don’t seem to have anything spectacular to show to the visitor. 

They do not impress by heights and steep rocks, but by something totally different. The Apuseni are part of the Western Carpathians and comprise a variety of geographical forms, beautiful landscapes and traditional livelihoods. What makes them special are the unique limestone phenomena, the local people who inhabit them and their lifestyle.

Located in the Western part of Romania (as their name suggests – “apus” in Romanian means “sunset”), within a small distance from Oradea, the Apuseni Mountains can be reached by car on European roads (E60 and E70), and then by following several county roads that will take you even closer. They are also accessible by train, on the railroad linking Oradea to Cluj-Napoca, Cluj Napoca-Alba Iulia, Alba Iulia-Deva-Arad.

If you love folk traditions and you want to understand how an authentic lifestyle has been preserved here for thousands of years, you have the chance to do it in almost every rural community sheltered by the Apuseni Mountains. Pottery, chest-making, weaving, wood-carving, lime-making are but a few of the habitual occupations and crafts that contribute to the charm of these areas, keeping their spirit alive. 

The traditional architecture, the work people do in the forest or in the field preserve a way of life that is typical for the mountain area, where human destiny interweaves closely with the deep meanings of water, earth, air, fire.
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 By Raluca Bratfalean
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Coming from West we can call Praid the gate of Harghita country. Here valley narrows more and the mountains are really close. This countryside is a real paradise for all those nature lovers who don't limit only to sightsee it from the cars or coaches. 
This basin of Praid is limited at North -East and at South - East by the Gurghiu mountains and by the Siklod Hill at the South - West through Harom. Side. 
Praid is attested since 1564. 

The name of Praid (the original Parajd, in Hungarian) comes from with diminutives, meaning a small field covered with grass. 

Due to the extensive salt mining there have been left large underground halls, where a unique salt-mine microclimate has been created, with relatively constant temperatures, between 14 and 16 Celsius degrees, low humidity 66-70% and bigger pressure than on the surface 735-738 mmHg on average.
The air is highly ionized, very effective in what the respiratory diseases treatment is concerned. Underground sanatoriums have been created here. The underground treatment was firstly held in the early 60es, in the Gh. Doja mine. In 1980, the treatment base was moved to the "50 horizon", which lies at 120m underground, its width is of 20m, height 14m and length a few hundreds of meters. On a 1250m distance from the entrance ant to the treatment base, the visitors are transported by the salt-mine buses.
During the summer season, the visitors of the mine outnumber 2500-3000 daily, i.e. approximately 230000 persons during the months of June, July and August.
The salt-mine provides the following attractions:
underground halls with electricity supply, playgrounds for children, buffet, billiard-tables and an ecumenical chapel, all specially created for your relaxation.
         

       

       

        


  


                     By students 4th grade (B), International School Cluj, Romania
Unusual geographical features in Romania:

BABELE means Oldie or Old ladies or Granies
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Natural Sfinx in Bucegi Mountains
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Both are situated in Bucegi Mountains
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By students 4th grade, International School Cluj, Romania


      The Ethnographical Museum of Transylvania
The Ethnographical Museum of Transylvania is the first ethnographical museum in Romania that unfolded its activity continuously since it was founded. This institution gathered with patience and scientific competence, in the 8th decades of its activity, tens of thousands of proofs of the traditional civilization in the Romania.
The initiative of founding it belonged to the Ministry of Arts that, taking into account the proposals made in 1920 by Coriolan Petranu who was the museums general inspector in the Romanian Dirigent Council, gave 600,000 lei for founding an ethnographical museum in The new founded Museum represent all the ethnographical domains, not only the folk art; it would do research, gather, keep and turn into account the objects and folk phenomena of the Romanian and national minorities cultures; it would have a vast documentary fund which would be turn into account by the pavilion exhibition, by the open-air section and especially by the specialized studies. 
This museum has two different parts: one is located in the center of the city and the other, “ The opened air” is located in the Hoia forest in the green side of the city.

By Camelia and Patricia, 4th grade, International School Cluj, Romania 

Martisor


 

 

  


 HYPERLINK "http://images.google.ro/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/85/Martisor_simple.svg/600px-Martisor_simple.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://blog.360.yahoo.com/blog-ihX4cxAndKl9DjwiaheYZTVQNI4-%3Fcq%3D1&h=600&w=600&sz=116&hl=ro&start=19&um=1&tbnid=-JTnw6Dudj_KhM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3DMartisoare%26start%3D18%26ndsp%3D18%26svnum%3D10%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dro%26lr%3Dlang_en%26sa%3DN%26as_qdr%3Dall" 
[image: image20.jpg]




March 1st is celebrated in Romania in the form of Martisor (marts'-ee-shore'). Today and for several more days, people pin small trinkets called martisoare on their friends, teachers and co-workers. The “martisoare” are usually a mixture of  red and white cord and a talisman made of green flowers and leaves or representing a quatrefoil or a chimney sweeper. The idea is to bring luck in the next year (the year begins with the spring).

March 1st is the first day of Spring.
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By students 4th grade, International School Cluj, Romania


 The Easter time is a moment when you and your family are together and eating, talking together. In that time a little bunny come and put gives. The Easter is a beautiful time to see your friends and family.

By Paula, 4th grade

International School Cluj

Romania 
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