The Dalton Gangs Last Raid

     It was October 5, 1892, many years ago.  The Dalton Gang was planning to rob two banks at once.  One bank was the C.M.Condon Bank and the other was the First National Bank.  They thought they would get away, but they didn’t. Four of the five gang members would die that day.  The five gang members were Bob Dalton , Grat Dalton,  Emmett  Dalton, Dick Broadwell, and Bill Power.  Emmett Dalton was the only survivor of the shoot out.
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This was one of the banks that the Dalton Gang tried to rob on October 5, 1892.  The picture you see is how the bank looks today.



     This was Coffeyville Bank in the 1800’s.  The Dalton Gangs last raid was an important historical moment in Kansas because the town defended itself and shot down the bank robbers. This was in Coffeyville, Kansas.  It effected the small town by bringing death of 
innocent people and the criminals.  The shoot out was tragic because many people died.  
     The gang members attempted to use “Death Alley” as an escape route, but you know, they didn’t get away. The law in that town at that time wasn’t as good as today, so the towns people took it in their own hands.  That is when the shoot out happened. The towns people weren’t going to let them get away with all the towns peoples money.   The shoot out was most of the people that owned shops and were the defenders of Coffeyville, KS from the Dalton Gang. 
     This was an important event in this town that day.  There is a museum dedicated to the history of the Dalton Gang, mostly about the last raid. It has the bullets from the shooting and money still in Bob Dalton’s jacket and still the same saddles from there horses the gang rode on that day.  I visited the museum and walked down Death Alley.  It was very interesting to me and that is why I chose to tell about it.  If you ever visit Coffeyville, Kansas visit the Dalton Gang Museum.  
