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DEAR LEARNING CIRCLE FRIENDS

from: - La Conner, Washington, United States
- Nepean, Ontario, Canada
- Miass, Chelyabinsky Region, Russia
- Tucson, Arizona, United States
- Aurich, Lower Saxony, Germany
- Abu Dhabi , United Arab Emirates
-  Lalamusa, Punjab, Pakistan

- Tehran, Iran


We are students from Spodnja Polskava, a small village near Maribor (Austrian border), in SLOVENIA.

The name of the school, Anton Ingolic, is after our well known writer Anton Ingolic, who was born in our village.

We are in the 8th grade. There are 26 students in our class, 9 girls and 17 boys. But we are divided into 3 groups when we have English, Maths and Slovene. Our English class which is taking part in this project includes 6 girls and 10 boys-16 students. Our class teacher is Irena Krajnc, who is also our English teacher. We are happy that she presented this project to us. We are really excited to work with new friends from other countries. We'd like to improve our English too. 

There are two 8th grades at our school. We are class A but we also have a class B. We need to make 9 grades in the Primary school, then we go to the Middle school (3 or 4 years), and after that to the High school (University). Our grades are from 1 to 5. 1 is the worst rating and 5 is the best rating. We don't have letters but numbers for grading. We have 13 school subjects. And we have to select 2 optional subjects.

Best Regards.                                               Class 8A

Sp. Polskava, 9th November 2009    
A PHOTO of us.
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OUR NAMES:

Our teacher Irena, Aljaž, Špela,(twins() Blaž, Nika, Marko, Katja, Rok, Julija, Tim, Robi, Matic, Jan, Timotej, Marko, Tjaša, Katja.

You can find something more about our iEARN PROJECTS at our school on our school website:

 http://www.os-antona-ingolica.si/PROJEKTI/Forms/AllPages.aspx
The iEARN CORNER in the school hall where everything is going to be represented.
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Hello!


I'm Aljaz . I live in Pragersko. That's a big village in Slovenia.

 In my free time I like hanging out with my friends, playing computer games, reading books, playing sports. I also train karate. I often go to the cinema with my friends. 
I like action and horror movies. I think they're the best. 
O.K. that's all about me.

Bye!                                                                           

        Aljaz

    

                                                                                                          

Hi!

 My name is BlaZ. I live in Spodnja Polskava. I'm 13 years old. I have got a brother. He's 16 years old. In my free time I play football, computer games,… We like to go to the mountains. I have got a cat and a dog. I play a lot with my cat. He is very funny. My dog is very lazy. He sleeps all the time. That's me and my family.

Bye,

         BlaZ
Hi!
My name is Jan Marinic. I come from Slovenia. I live near Maribor. 

I go to the Primary school Antona Ingoliča Spodnja Polskava. In my free time I play basketball and train karate. I have got a blue belt right now. I like playing computer games a lot. I like listening to music and watching TV in the evening. That would be all. 

Bye,
Jan Marinic

Hi!

 My name is Julija, but my friends call me Đuly. I am 13 years old. I live with my family in Spodnja Polskava. I love animals. I have got a dog and a cat. I've just 

started to train tennis and I love it. And I also read many books. My favourite is Twilight by Stephenie Meyer. 

Best Regards,

                                                       Julija 
Hello!

My name's Katja. I'm 13 years old. I live in a small village in Slovenia. I have got one sister. I go to primary school in Spodnja Polskava in the eight grade. I like animals, music and sports. I have got three dogs, four horses and a parrot. My hobbies are cycling, horse riding, using computer and rollerblading.

Best Regards,                                                                                                  Katja

Hello!

 My name is Marko. I like football and computer games. I visit  the 8th class. My favourite school subject is sport. I have got two sisters and  two pets, a cat and a dog. My favourite food is pasta and pizza.
This is all for now.

Bye,

      Marko P

Hi!

My name is Marko. I live in Zgornja Polskava. I'm thirteen years old. In my free time I usually play computer games or watch TV. My favourite computer games are GTA San Andreas, NFS Mostwanted, NFS Undercover. My favourite subject at school is technics and technology.  On holidays I usually go to my grandmother. I often go with my father when he goes to work.

He's a lorry driver.

Bye, Marko

Hello!

I'm Matic. I go to a small school in Sp. Polskava. It's near the Maribor citY. I'm 14 and I train volleyball. I like pasta and pizza but my favourite food is a hamburger. I like to hangout with girls because they are a very good company. I like to watch mowies because they could be funny, cool and iteresting. I like to play computer games and games on play station 3. I like to watch TV too because I like to relax and smile at the same time.

Bye, Matic
Hello!

 My name is Nika. I come from Slovenia. My favourite sports are snowboarding, basketball, football.[image: image1]
In my free time I go out with my friends or I study or help my mum or dad. I love rock music. I like jumpstyle and shuffle too. ;) And you?
I have got one dog. His name is Repek. He is very friendly.
So...this is about me and my life.
I would like to meet you.
Bye.       Nika[image: image2]
Hello!
My name is Rok Štern and im 13 years old. I visit the 8th class. My teacher is Irena Krajnc. I don´t like school too much but my favourite subject is sport. I have got a lot of good friends in school. In my

free time I play computer games, watch TV, play sports with my friends. I have got a mom, dad and a dog. In my free time we like to go to the mountains. 
That's me!

Rok

Hello!

My name is Spela and I'm thirteen years old. I live in a small village in Slovenia. I go to Primary school in Spodnja Polskava. I have got one brother and one sister. I like animals, music, going out with my friends, meeting new people and rollerblading. At home I have got a lot of animals (two dogs, two cats, one hamster and fish).

Best Regards,

 Spela

Hi!

I'm Tim Novak and I'm thirteen years old. I'm visiting the primary school  Anton Ingolič in Spodnja Polskava. 

 I live in Pragersko. This is a small place in eastern Slovenia. I love bike riding, playing football and hanging out with friends. My best friend is Tadej. In summertime we like fishing.  I have got a younger brother Bor and he is nine. 

TIM

Hello!
My name is Timotej Grabusnik. I am 12  years old. My birthday is on 16th November. I live with my parents and sister. My sister's name is Tamara and she is 10 years old. We live in a yellow house in a village, near the Pohorje hills.
 

I like volleyball. I have practice twice a week. I am also interested in reading books, especially fun storries. And of course I like to play computer games.
 

This is me!
Timotej Grabusnik
Hi!

 My name is Tjasa and my surname is Soršak. I like animals. My favourite animal is a horse. My hobby is horse riding. I live in a small village in Slovenia. Slovenia is a small but beautiful country.

Bye,

Tjasa

Hello!
My name is Katja Budja. I'm 13 years old. I am from a small village, called Zgornja Polskava.I love music. I listen to all kind of music. I don't like school too much, but I like to be with my friends. I like animals, I had a cat, but not anymore. In my free time I study or I help my mum and dad. So, this is all about me. If you want to know what else, just ask.
Best Regards,
Katja B.
[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]


My name is Robi. I live in Slovenia, in the village Pokose. It's half on the hill and half bellow the hill and it's next to a motor road. Pokoše is near the big city Maribor. We live in a house. Our village is small, but it has a lot of people (for being so small). There is no school in Pokoše.

I'm 13 years old. I have a brother Nejc. He​​'s seven years old. We haven't got any pets. I'm in 8th grade. I like Math, Technology, Art, Physics and English, but I don't like Music, Sport, Biology and History. Sport is the worst subject, I'm not very good at it.
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In my free time, I usually build and programe robots, I invent new interesting things from paper (like boats, planes and pyramids), or I draw labirints. I'm very good at these three things. I build robots from Fischertechnik. That's a company, that makes and sells plastic toys for building robots. We use them in school to learn technology, but I've got eleven packets at home. I build and programe robots for myself. I like computer games too, but at home I can only use internet for my homework. I can only play internet games at school. After school, I'm always alone with my brother until five o'clock, sometimes we are alone all afternoon.

There are 26 students in our class, and there are about 350 students in the school. Our school is medium size. We have 15 computers, but they are quite slow. When we came to school this year, we were very sumprised: floor was all repaired and in new colors.
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In our school, we can choose some of the school subjetcs for the next class at the end of the school year. For example, there are Experiments in chemistry, German, Live of  human on Earth… and we also choose one of three learning levels in Math and English and one of three levels in Slovenian. I'm in the third level in every one of these subjetcs. In our school, we have holidays from 26th to 1st November, from 25th December to 2nd January, from 15th to 21st February, from 26th April to 2nd May and summer holidays from 25th June to 31th  

                                                                                                                                        August.                                      ROBI
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The Classroom Survey --Getting to Know You!

Circle Name: CCM1

Class Name:  8A
PART I. INTRODUCING THE CLASS

A. Name of teacher: Irena KRAJNC

B. Grade level: grade 8

C. Class favorites (List your class top 5 favorites in each category):

1. Music groups: SIDDHARTA

                             NICKELBACK

                             50 CENT

                             PINK

                             RAZORLIGHT

                             THE KILLERS

2. Authors: ENID BLAYTON

                    J.K.ROWLING 

                    STEPHENIE MEYER 

                   JACQUELINE WILLSON

                   DANIEL DEFOE

3. TV programs: MTV

                             DISCOVERY

                            POP TV

                            CANAL A

                           TV C

4. Foods: PIZZA

                 SALAD

                FRUIT

                ICE CREAM

               PANCAKES

5. School subjects: SPORT

                                ART

                               ENGLISH

                              TECHNOLOGY

                              MATHS

6. Sports: VOLLEYBALL

                  FOOTBALL

                 BASKETBALL

                HANDBALL

                SWIMMING

7. Video or computer games: GTA

                                                  NFS

                                                  EMERGENCY

                                                  SIMS

                                                 ZOO-TYCOON

8. Other Class Favorites of your choice:

-  FILMS:TWILIGHT

                  SWAT 

                 HOUSE  BUNNY

                 SCARY MOVIE

                 FAST AND FEARIOUS

· FREE TIME: COMPUTER GAMES

                               WATCHING TV, CINEMA

                               MEETING FRIENDS

                               CYCLING 

                              READING

PART II. INTRODUCING THE SCHOOL

A. School information

1. Name and address of class and school 

             OŠ ANTONA INGOLIČA SPODNJA  POLSKAVA

            Spodnja Polskava 240

           2331 Pragersko

           Slovenija

2. Number of students in class and school

    436 students, class 8A 26 students, 15 participating students

3. Size of school

    3 locations, 3 buildings (what is seen in our school emblem – 3 roofs)

    2 branch schools with 5-6 classes (1st – 6th grade)

    the parent school with 12 classes (1st – 9th grade)

4. School emblem, colors or mascot

   You can see our school emblem in the left corner on the top of the survey.

In the right corner is our Eco sign created by students. We are an Eco school and try to teach children to be as eco as possible.

In the middle is the sign of a healthy school because we try to prepare healthy food for the students and teach them to live healthy.

5. Type and number of computers

    24 computers in two computer rooms (Pentium, Core 2 Duo) 

      4 computers in teachers’ chambers (Pentium, Core 2 Duo)

      3 computers in the libraries

      8 notebooks (Lenovo R 500) in classrooms

6. School history

   1782 – the first beginnings of the school

   1904 – the first school was built

   1910 – the first branch school was built in Pragersko

   1920 – the school got 4 grades

   1962 – the school changed into a school with 8 grades

   1978 – the second branch school was built in Zgornja Polskava

   1979 – a new school was built in Pragersko

   1984 – the old school was destroyed

   1985 – the new school was built

   1999 – a new gym was added to the school

   2004 – a new school in Zg. Polskava

   2008 – a new wing was added to the old school in Spodnja Polskava
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    1st December 1995 -  our school got its name after our well known writer who was born in Spodnja Polskava : ANTON INGOLIČ.

B. 

School program

1. List 3 things about your school program that make it unique.

- lessons are 45 min – 5-8 lessons a day, 5 schooldays a week

- from 7th  to 9th grade students can choose 2 or 3 additional subjects 

- from 4th to 6th grade students can choose different levels at Slovenian, Math and English lessons once a week

- from 7th -9th grade students have Slovenian, Math and English lessons in 3 different levels

 

2. List school calendar from the session dates (holidays and special

events that may affect your participation).

· Autumn holidays: 26th October – 1st November

· Christmas – New year’s holidays: 25th December – 3rd January

· Winter holidays: 15th February – 21st February

· Easter Monday: 5th April

· Spring holidays: 26th April – 2nd May

· Summer holidays: 25th June – 31st August

PART III. INTRODUCING THE COMMUNITY 

A. Your community

1. Name of your community: Slovenska Bistrica

2. If not a city, name and size of nearest city: Maribor,  147 km2 , 120 000 (population)

3. Location of your community: northeast Slovenia

4. The area of your community: 260 km2
5. The population of your community: 25 000
B. Special characteristics

1. List 3 reasons why people come to visit your area.

- the beauties of Pohorje: in summer – walking, in winter skiing,

- Bistrica castle

- Wine cellar

2. Describe any unusual land formation found in or near your community.

C. Industries

List major industries or occupations in your community.

Food industry, wood industry, forestry, tilling and remodeling of aluminium, trade, cottage industry, tourist farms, bio- food production, tourism, marketing

PART IV. OTHER INFORMATION

Please feel free to share any other information about yourself that you think would help us to know you better.

In this learning circle are 16 pupils involved who are good at English (3rd level) and want to communicate with other students around the world to learn something about them and to improve their English.

Holidays and celebrations in Slovenia

Our national holidays are: 

· 1st and 2nd January – New Year 

· 8th February – Preseren’s day (Slovenenian cultural day)

· 14th February – St. Valentine’s  

· February or March –  Shrove Tuesday / Carnival 

· 8th March – Women’s day 

· 25th March – Mothers’ day 

· March or April – Easter Sunday and Monday

· 27th April – Day of Uprising against Occupation

· 1st and 2nd May – Labour day 

· 25th June – Statehood day 

· 15th August – Assumption day 

· 31th October – Reformation day and Halloween 

· 1st November – Remembrance day or All Saints

· 11th November – St. Martin’s 

· 25th December – Christmas 

· 26th December – Independence and Unity day

School holidays

· Autumn holidays: one week (October- 1st November) 

· New Year holidays: 25th December – 2nd January

· Winter holidays: one week (February-March)

· Spring holidays: one week (April – 2nd May)

· Summer holidays: 25th June – 31st August
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8th February is the date when France Presern died. He was the greatest Slovenian poet. When Slovenia became independent Prešern's poem “Zdravljica” – “A Toast” was chosen for our national anthem.  

On the Wednesday after Shrove Tuesday, the 40-day period before Easter, called Lent, starts.  

[image: image19.jpg]



On Palm Sunday the Slovenes take olive branches to church in order to have them blessed by the priest.  On Easter Saturday the family puts some goods in a wooden basket (eggs, cake, meat, horseradish) and takes it to the church to be blessed. On Easter Sunday, after

the morning mass, the blessed food is eaten. A very particular custom in Slovenia is painting eggs or [image: image20.jpg]


decorating them in order to offer them to family and friends.
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An important holiday for the Slovenes, and the Christmas traditions in Slovenia are familiar to most Catholic countries: the Christmas tree, the Crib, postcards, family gathering together, the Midnight Mass.

                  Made by Julija, Nika, Tjasa, Spela and Katja.

Traditions in Slovenia

Our traditional food is:  

· Kranjska sausages 

· Kras ham 

· Black pudding with sour cabbage 

· Kisla župa – Styrian sour soup 

· Prekmurska  gibanica (juicy dessert, stuffed with apples, walnuts,…
· [image: image22.jpg]


Bograč (Meat dish with onions, three kinds of meat with spices and herbs)
· Štruklji (flour "rolls" with variable stuffing, which usually includes meat, vegetables and cheese and has about seventy different ways of being made.)
· Dumplings (Traditional Slovenian dish of dough with various fillings. Dumplings may be baked or cooked, sweet or salty.) 

· Potica – The walnut cake (Potica is the cake dough stuffed with various fillings. This is the most typical Slovenian desserts. We known more than 80 different types of fillings.)
· [image: image23.jpg]


Bled cream slice
· Krofi - Donuts 
· Pogača (cake)
· Polenta (Traditional Slovenian food from pulp and meal.)
Some typical Slovenian drinks:  

· Teran (Specialty Slovene wine)
· Malvasia (wine)
· Cviček (wine)
· Kislo mleko – Sour milk 
Our traditional clothes are national costumes which are different for different parts (provinces) of Slovenia.  
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Kurent is the most traditional mask at the Carneval. Kurent is a mythical pagan creature who, according to the people's belief, chases winter away and welcomes spring. Kurents go through the streets running and jumping for the bells that hang from their belts to ring out loud and scare the cold winter away. 

Typical Slovenian activity, mostly in the Idrija region is lace, the Idria lace.
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Made by Julija, Spela, Katja, Nika and TjaSa.
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                            HANDBALL                                                                                    BASKETBALL
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SOCCER

Soccer is the most popular sport in Slovenia. In Slovenia we call it football. A soccer match is 90 minutes long. It's divided in two halfs, each is 45 minutes long. There are 11 players in the game. 10 players + 1 goalkeeper. The goal of the game is to score as many goals as possible. You score a goal if you kick the ball into the oponents nett.

Slovenia has a very good soccer team. Our players will compete in the World Championship in South Africa.

[image: image30..pict]
                                                                                   Made by Aljaz, Rok, Matic, Blaz, Marko and Tim, Class 8.a

An Interview about Sport

 Q: What is your favourite sport?
A: Our favourite sport is football (soccer).

Q: Why is that your favourite sport?
A: Because we play it for fun and it's  interesting.

Q: Do you know how old the sport is?
A: Football is about 200 years old.

Q: Do you play it in a sportclub.
A: No, we don't.

Q: What is your favourite sportclub?
A: Our favourite sportclub is NK (FC) Maribor.

Q: And do you know what sport is the most popular in your country?
A: The most popular sport in our country is probably basketball.

Q: What sports do you do? 
A: We play football and basketball.

Q: Are you all sportive?
A: Yes,we are.

Q: Have you any special kinds of sports?
A: No, we don't have any special kinds of sports.

[image: image31..pict]
Made by  Aljaz , Rok, Matic, Blaz, Marko and Tim from Slovenia.

INTERVIEWS ABOUT FREE TIME

Questions:

     What do you do in your free time?

     Do you have your own room?

     What is the clothes trend in your countries?

     What is your hobby?

     Is your life good?

     Do you play an instrument?

     What is your favourite music?

     What is your favourite animal?

     Do you have a boy/girlfriend?

     Do you like sweets?

__________________________________________________________

Hi, I'm Robi from Slovenia. 

In my free time I read, cycle or programme robots. 

I have got my own room.

We wear all kinds of clothes, specially jeans, T-shirts and sweathers.

My hobby is robot programming.

My life is good. I like it.

I don't play a musical instrument.

My favourite animal is …..I don't know. I like all animals.

I haven't got a girlfriend.

I like sweets but prefer fruit .

 

 __________________________________________________________

  

Hi I'm Marko.
 In  my free time I play computer games or watch TV.

Yes, I've got my own room.

 My hobbies are fishing and cycling

Yes , my life is good.Thank's god.

No, I don't play a musical instrument.

Yes, I like sweets very much.

__________________________________________________________

Hello! I'm Marko, too.  

I'm 13 years old and like playing computer games very much.

I like watching TV too.

A T-shirt and jeans, that's very popular to wear among teenagers.

I like wearning jeans and a T-shirt too.

No, I haven't got a girlfriend yet.

I like sweets. Njami!

 

__________________________________________________________

  

Hi, I'm Timotej.

I'm 13 years old. 

I have got my own room. 

I like to play computer games.

My life is very good.

I don't play an instrument, but I like music. 

My favourite animal is a dolphin. 

I haven't got a girlfriend.

Yes, of course I like sweets.

_________________________________________________

Hi, I'm Blaz.

 In my free time I play computer games, watch TV, read...

I don't know the trends. Jeans, T-shirts, that's what we wear.

I don't play a musical instrument and haven't got a girlfriend.

I like sweets very much.

_______ ____________________________________________

Made by Blaz, Rok, Timotej, Marko and Robi.

JOKES

CLASSROOM JOKES

Teacher: »Jane, name seven animals that live in America.«

Jane: » A Giraffe and six elephants!«

Teacher: » Did your sister help you with the homework?

Student: » No, she did all of it.«

DOCTOR JOKES
Mrs. Jones: » Doctor, when my hand is out of the plaster, will I be able to play the piano?«

Doctor.: » Yes, Mrs. Jones.«

Mrs. Jones: » Oh, goody! I could never play before.«

Patient: »Doctor, I've swallowed a pencil. What should I do?«

Doctor: » Use a pen.«

FAMILY JOKES

Son: »Dad, where is Algeria?«

Dad: »Ask your Mum. She puts everything away in the house.«

»So, You want to be my son-in-law, don't you?«

»Not really. But if I want to marry your daughter, I don't have much choice, do I?«

RESTAURANT JOKES

»Waiter, there is a fly in my soup!«

»It's OK, Madam. It's dead.«

»Waiter, what's this fly doing on my ice cream?«

»I think it's learning to ski, sir:«

POLICEMAN JOKES

A policeman is sitting in the park when his friend comes and asks him : »What are you doing? Sitting and thinking?«

 Policeman: »Noo.. I’m just sitting.«


