National cultural Events

English version
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I
Traditional Wrestling in Niger 
In Niger, one of the highlights of the year, expected by the whole population, is undoubtedly the national championship of traditional wrestling. 
Indeed, every year is organized in a selected region, sports competitions control involving all regions of the country. 
The traditional wrestling, to recall it, is a cultural and sportive practice that does not begin today. Previously, young people from different neighboring villages met in this context. This is where the individual sport has its source, hence the term "traditional wrestling. 
Today, it is valued and perpetuated through a national championship. Thus, all eight regions of Niger are gathering each one of them, ten (10) wrestlers to defend the colors of the community. Accordingly, it is eighty (80) wrestlers who compete for the title of National Champion. This title is evidenced by a sword that will shoulder the champion during his coronation; he was awarded after winning the final battle and a horse coroneted as that of the king of the region holding the event will be given to him. Thus he became king of wrestlers until the next championship. 
Notice that in Niger, that is the king sport because it creates a particular enthusiasm in the heart of all the sons of the country without neither sex nor age distinction.
This event has several dimensions: the first one is sports because wrestlers will compete in individual combat, the aim being to knock each other. The one who remained upright is declared the winner and therefore marks a point for his region. The second dimension, the most important for the leaders is cultural, because through this event, the main goal is the mixing of populations of various regions of the country in a place in great communion, the result being cohesion reinforcement by a national solidarity. 

Thus the Traditional Wrestling appears to be an important sport and socio-cultural factor for development.
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II
The GOSSI: an ancestral tradition of Sonianke 
The Gossi is a ritual, one of the most significant events in the life of the Sonianke (a tribe of the westhern part of Niger), especially young girls in the age to be married. A true test of virginity and fertility for the latter, this practice is soo understood that his preparation and course are ringing in a great mystery. 
Since time immemorial, the Sonianke community leader organizes the Gossi ceremony. Once the date of the event set, all daughters of marriageable age are anxiously preparing themselves to face the ritual to be conducted in a place that the ¨ Bessagounou ° which reflects the title attributed to the master of the ceremonies had to chose in advance, beside the village. This master of ceremonies vomiting a magic chain prepares the introduction of the candidates.
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It is indeed at this point that he will receive each of the Gossi host candidates, accompanied by her mother or aunt, carrying a white chicken and an empty calabash filled with sand and a few grains of millet. The master of the ceremony will water the millet with a little quantity that, if the operation is successful will germinate in the calabash. The next morning, for the strict condition that the millet has grown, the ceremony can begin. 
The teacher then proceeds by blindfolding the "gossizies" that is to say, candidates who are taken in the bush for the Gossi, each one accompanied this time by her boyfriend, himself carrying a bundle of millet stalk used to feed the "Sahu", the sacred bonfire to lighten throughout the night, the scene of the ceremony. The girls, lying face down on white mats, wait. They spend the night in this posture that unfortunately they are especially vulnerable to the attacks from the evil spirits. 
The next morning, the ceremony completed after a night of intense agitation, the master of the ceremony returned to the village, under the rhythm of the drums, in front. And then, miracle! If the girl is a virgin, the milk begins to flow normally straight on her nose and straight into the opposite direction. It will be proof of her virginity and her innocence. At this time, parents, amazed, express their joy in singing, dancing and making gifts. If, unfortunately the girl is not virgin, milk rather scattered all over her face. Then came the shock and the instruments are silent as well as songs. A family has been dishonoured. 


It was at this precise moment that the bandage is removed from the eyes of young girls so that they can undergo the second test, that of fertility. /. 




Yo, so wat's dis project?

We call it iEARN,

Dude, come join us,

Pure fun, no concern. 

We write and we draw,

International, dat's all.

And da man who leads dis party,

Uh, his name is Barry.

So there are our teachers cooperatn',

Rest up 4 us is da creatn'.

We like agents on a mission,

Seek solution, idea collision!

So can ya keep up da ambition?

Here's a hint wif our permission!  

* There once were some students from Tolmin,

They heard about the iEARN project and got in.

Working international turns out fun,

And it's all just begun.

Yo, we all from Tolmin sayn' it'll be fun! 

Its iEARN team, put yer hands up, from Tolmin!

Lemme c ya wave’em pens,

It’s your hidden chance;

Imagination,

We ain plain, got creation.

In dis project joined as one,

Different countries still have fun!

And da steress, and da press,

Throw away all da mess,

Time to shout it out loud

Hes somfink we gotta be proud! 

* There… 

One step away from da crowd,

We here to shout it out loud!

It doesn’t take a lot,

Show da world whatcha got.

Let’s all join dis lil party,

Grab your mates and get it starty.              Lyrics by R: HRAST, music by M. NININ  
