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WHY POLITICAL CARTOONS AND SONGS?

· Political cartoons express a brief, concise message.

· Political songs allow the author to express truths about the government in an entertaining fashion.

· Political cartoons rely on creativity and symbolism to express a political idea.

· Political cartoons and political songs reach people who are not overtly interested in politics. 

WHAT IS THE MESSAGE?

[image: image13.png]



Political cartoons generally express both sides of politics.  We hope you enjoy our art!

A political cartoon by Josh Kitts
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    Political  Cartoon By S h elby  Adams    
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Here are the lyrics to some of our favorite political songs.

For What It’s Worth by Buffalo Springfield
There's something happening here
What it is ain't exactly clear
There's a man with a gun over there
Telling me I got to beware
I think it's time we stop, children, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
There's battle lines being drawn
Nobody's right if everybody's wrong
Young people speaking their minds
Getting so much resistance from behind
I think it's time we stop, hey, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
What a field-day for the heat
A thousand people in the street
Singing songs and carrying signs
Mostly say, hooray for our side
It's time we stop, hey, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
Paranoia strikes deep
Into your life it will creep
It starts when you're always afraid
You step out of line, the man come and take you away
We better stop, hey, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
Stop, hey, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
Stop, now, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down
Stop, children, what's that sound
Everybody look what's going down

The Star Spangled Banner verse by Francis Scott Key 

(America’s national anthem)
Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watch'd, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof thro' the night that our flag was still there.
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Imagine by John Lennon

Imagine there's no Heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky 
Imagine all the people 
Living for today 

Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion too 
Imagine all the people 
Living life in peace 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one 

Imagine no possessions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world 

You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one
Everything you know is wrong by Weird Al Yankovich

Just then the floating disembodied head of 

Colonel Sanders started yelling

Everything you know is wrong

Black is white, up is down and short is long

And everything you thought was just so

Important doesn’t matter

Everything you know is wrong

Just forget the words and sing along

All you need to understand is 

Everything you know is wrong
Here is a political song from our friends in Indonesia.  They like this song because they feel it has a good political message.  A close English translation is on the right.

untukmu yang duduk sambil diskusi

untukmu yang biasa bersafari

di sana, di gedung dpr

Wakil rakyat kumpulan orang hebat

bukan kumpulan teman teman dekat 

apalagi sanak famili

di hati dan lidahmu kami berharap

suara kami tolong dengar lalu sampaikan

jangan ragu jangan takut karang menghadang

bicaralah yang lantang jangan hanya diam

di kantong safarimu kami titipkan

masa depan kami dan negeri ini

dari sabang sampai merauke

saudara dipilih bukan dilotre

meski kami tak kenal siapa saudara

kami tak sudi memilih para juara

juara diam, juara he'eh juara ha ha ha...

Wakil rakyat seharusnya merakyat

jangan tidur waktu sidang soal rakyat

jangan tidur waktu sidang soal rakyat

wakil rakyat bukan padyuan suara

hanya tahu nyanyian lagu 'setuju'

for you who sit while the discussion 

for you regular bersafari 

There, at the Capitol 

Deputy group of great people 

not a collection of my close friends  

Moreover, the family relatives 

in your heart and your tongue we hope 

our voice heard then please pass it 

don't hesitate, do not fear the reef encounters 

speak out loud that don't just quietly 

in safarimu we leave her bags 

the future of our country 

from sabang to merauke 

the brothers elected not dilotre 

even though we know who the brothers 

We willingly choose the champion 

Champion, champion he'eh champion ha ha ha ... 

Representatives of the people is supposed to be populist 

do not sleep time hearing about people 

do not sleep time hearing about people 

Deputy not padyuan the voice 

only know the song of songs ' agree '

Here is an example of a Russian Political cartoon.  It symbolizes the ideas of Communist Russia in the new Russian Democracy.
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Here are some cartoons from our friends in Constanta, Romania.   Thanks for your help and talent!





Here is an example of a Romanian political cartoon.  It shows Romania in the 2008 Football competition.
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Here is an example of a political cartoon from Ghana.  It shows how opposing sides in government can treat each other with respect, instead of talking bad about each other all the time. �








Here is an example of an Indonesian Political cartoon.  It symbolizes the priorities of government spending.  The message of this cartoon is also true in the United States. �








