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	Aga Khan Higher Secondary School started in 1998. There are 40 students in one class and almost 450 students in the whole. A double story building has rooms for 12 sections, a conference hall, computer lab with 25 computers, library apart from admin offices and staff room, Internet facility, purposely built campus and full of resources for staff and students.  The school is in Gilgit Northern Areas of Pakistan with the population of about 2 million.                                                                 People come to this place because of natural beauty of Karakurum and Himalayan mountain ranges and historical places connected to the Great Silk Road.     The students of Grade 9 prefer national food and music. Though television is not available for students, they can play computer games like cricket. Their favourite subjects are Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, English, Urdu, Biology and Islamiat                                    Students like playing football, volleyball, cricket.                                         The students of Aga Khan Higher Secondary School suggested for our Learning Circle the Project Your Education System. They asked Circle Mates to answer the following questions:                                                         1. What are the main features of your education system? 
2. Who is responsible for curriculum designing and revising? 
3. Who is responsible for the conduction of examinations at secondary and higher secondary level? 
4. What are the three major professions/fields your students want to choose in their career? 
5. What is the criteria/eligibility for any individual to become a teacher? 
6. In what ways you use ITC (information and communication technology) in your classrooms. List any three used mostly. 
7. Do you provide games facilities/playgrounds for each game? 
8. In what ways do you use computers in your daily activities at your institution 
9. What is the number of students in your class. 
10. What is the name of your school? 

Name of teacher: Karim Alam 
	Uzbekistan

SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IN UZBEKISTAN

The first stage of education is kindergarten, where little children learn to count, the alphabet, they draw, sing songs and play there. Kids are taken to kindergarten when they are from 1 to 6 years old. Then they go to elementary school.

In elementary school children begin to study other subjects like: science, writing, reading, drawing, native language, PT, Russian or Uzbek as the second language. There are schools with Russian and Uzbek languages of instruction.

Secondary education starts in the 5th grade. In our country obligatory education is from grade 1 to 9. After the 9th grade children can choose: either to continue high secondary education in the 10th and 11th grade or to go to Academic Lyceum to prepare for entering University. 

There are also Gymnasiums where children get secondary education and acquire a profession. 

In secondary schools subjects are as following: history, physics, foreign language, chemistry, informatics, constitution, geography, biology and others.

High education in Universities. 

In Universities students don’t have many subjects because they are preparing for their future profession. They study for four or five years.

Grechanaya Janna
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	Education in Uzbekistan.

At the level of preschool education the program provides creation of conditions for spiritual and moral education, effective preparation of the youth for school.

Starting from the age of three, the preschool education is carried out in family 

and kindergartens until the age of six. The network of the home based kindergartens and the “form-kindergarten-to-school” programs are developing nationwide. Annually nearly 250,000 children are taught in specialized centers, preparatory groups in kindergartens and weekend schools. More than 1000 groups

on teaching children foreign languages, music, art and computer courses operate in the country.

Primary education includes 1st to 4th grades and begins at the age of 6 or 7 years old. 

General education is obligatory for everyone. General education is structured to develop the intellectual and moral potential of the young generation. Different approaches to training students according to their abilities and opportunities are considered. Most schools have computer equipment. 

The Modem system is introduced to improve the educational level at all schools, and introduce the students to Internet Access. Students are successfully participating in international and republican Olympiads on different subjects. 

Winners of these competitions are awarded privileges of various kinds.

 In comprehensive schools, a great deal of attention is paid to the study of foreign languages such as English, French, German, Spanish and Eastern languages. 

A network for new types of schools and general educational centers is developing.

Lyceums function.

The programs such as “ Soglom Avlod Uchun”, “Manaviyat va Marifat”, “Economical education “, “Village schools”, “Rehabilitation of students with different diseases” are realized in the country.


	More than 6 million students attend schools, and there are nearly 450.000 teachers nationwide.

Professional training continues for about three years and is built on the basis of specialized schools and operates in academic schools and professional colleges.

Intellectual development is provided in academic schools for talented students. In professional colleges, along with fundamental and general educational preparation, students learn skills of modern trades and receive profound theoretical knowledge of various disciplines. All general education is compulsory.

Governmental standards of education, which include basic educational programs are tested in secondary schools, academic lyceums and professional colleges nation-

wide 

Higher education usually begins at the age of 18-19 years and continues for at last four years. It is divided into two stages – Bachelors and Master’s courses.

Bachelor’s course is the first age of higher education. The training lasts no less than 4 years and is completed with the reception of a diploma of higher education and specialty.

Master’s course-Higher education course on particular specialty, proceeding for two years on the basis of Masters degree. A degree is obtained after a state exam and dissertation.

Ph.D. Course is the final stage where a maximum of 3 years of study is necessary to receive a candidate degree. Three additional years of research is required to obtain 

a Doctor’s degree, Ph.D. 

In order to increase the qualifications of the teaching staff’ 23 institutes, 16 colleges, 4 centers and 14 courses for raising the proficiency level of affendees were established in the country.

In the field of education, Uzbekistan actively develops cooperation with international organizations, such as ACCELS, IREX Consortium of American Colleges, the peace corps, DAAD, The Conrad Adenauer fund, the British Council. The Saud Albatin Fund, and other nongovernmental organizations.

Bobur Torakulov
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	Karim Alam and his students from Aga Khan Higher Secondary School in Pakistan asked us the following questions:

1. What are the main features of your education system?  
2. Who is responsible for curriculum devising and revising? 
3. Who is responsible for the conduction of examinations at secondary and
higher secondary level?
4. What are the three major professions/fields your students want to
choose in their career? 
5. What is the criteria/eligibility for any individual to become a teacher? 
6. In what ways you use ITC (information and communication technology) in
your classrooms. List any three used mostly. 

	7. Do you provide games facilities? I mean playgrounds for each game? 
8. In what ways do you use computers in your daily activities at your institution? 
9. What is the number of students in your class? 
10. What is the name of your school? 
11. What facilities are available in your school for the students and faculity? 
12.Would you like to tell me about your school's timetable.how it is?
managed and who is responsible for that. 
13. What is the average work load of a teacher in your school? 
14. What are the methodologies mostly used in classroom teaching/learning? 
15. Who is responsible for the assesment of a teacher?.And how is it being
done? 
16 What are your part time activities?
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	Who is responsible for the conducting of examinations at secondary school &

high secondary level?

The Ministry of Public Education is responsible for conducting secondary school examinations and the Ministry of High education is responsible for exams in in Academic Lyceums and colleges. We have several examinations in our life. The first is after finishing the 9th form and we have exams on nine subjects. You may stay at school and continue studying in 10 and 11 Grades. But in this case you will have to pass special examinations too. And you will have exams when you are entering the high schools as college or Academic lyceums. For instance, when I had my exams in this Academic Lycee we had exams on seven subjects. But in colleges students have to have exams on only three subjects. After graduating high schools there is Enrolment system in Universities.    















  Alisher Dadakhanov




	The criteria for any individual to be a teacher

Every country needs well-educated people for developing country and its prosperity. That’s why every country needs teachers. In our country and perhaps in many other countries teachers don’t have much money for their job. 

But every year there are hundreds of young people who apply to Pedagogical Universities. Why?

First of all there are students who want to have certificates and later they are going to work in offices and firms but not at schools. Nowadays there is a lack of teachers in schools.

So those teachers who continue working at school and young teachers from University must have something that makes them work at school. I decided to ask some teachers from our Lycee. Here are some answers.

1. “I like my job. I live children. In summer I miss noise of school corridors and smell of fresh painted desks. I like my students’ sparkling eyes when they learn something new”.

2. “When I was in Grade 9 I remember how school was preparing for its school-leaving ball and how happy were our teachers. I thought that teachers must be the happiest people in the world.”

3. “Our children are very talented and I try to help them develop their skills. I want them to be good people in the future.”

4. “It is very interesting to work with children. I feel myself young with them. I teach them and learn from them at the same time.”

5. “I don’t work the whole day. I need more free time because my children are young. And what is more important, that I have long summer holiday, which I can spend with my kids.”

Alisher Dadakhanov
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	Uzbekistan is the state of youth. 
Children, teenagers and young people under the age of 25 comprise approximately 60% of the total population. Ancient heritage is love of children and care for their health, well being and education. 

In the 7th century the Chinese scientist and explorer, Suan Tsan, wrote that he saw how 5-year old boys in Samarkand were being tought to read, write and count. Later, those children were sent out with caravans to learn business and trade in other countries. 
Nowadays in our country every third child studies at secondary school or at litseums or gymnasiums and Universities. Five million children study at school, and more than a million are preparing to be school children at kindergartens.That is why the Law of Education was adapted in June of l992, which became one of the first laws in our young sovereign state.
The main directions of educational development are as follows: 

· Modification and further perfection of the education and socialization content 

· Development of new school, curricula and textbooks 

· Stress on individual ability and talent 

· Vocational and Professional development in accordance with changing economical needs 

· Integrating Uzbekistan with world educational standards
Parallel to this, research work is being done on continuation of educational complex including kindergarten, high school, scientific research and retraining institutions. New methods and technologies are created rapidly based on the national and worldwide pedagogical needs. The basic principals of educational reforms in our republic are democratization and humanization. 
Of course, all these processes are not easy and simple. The government has to solve many economical ,and social problems besides other conflicts. With the support of half million hardworking teachers who share the same idea we hope achieve our goal. We realize one of the main results to accomplishing educational reform is changing the thinking mentality of our people and society This is of great importance. 

At the same time we understand that by striving to create a new education system according to the world standards we will achieve success not only in our country but we might by sharing our knowledge and experience with developing countries add our contribution to the world educational system. 

D. Yuldashev
Minister of Public Education of 
Uzbekistan  
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	Our Lycee

We study at Academic Lycee under the University of World Economy and Diplomacy. It means that the University sponsors our Lycee. Many of our students will enter the UWED and will become economists and diplomats. Many other students want to be interpreters, journalists and only few students say they want to become teachers.

In our Lycee there is a big gym, where we can play basketball in winter. There is a tennis court and a big stadium for football. 

There are computers in three rooms where we have computer lessons. Our teachers use tape recordings and video in a lesson. We also have tests on computers during winter and summer examinations.

In one class there are usually 25-28 students but for many lessons the class is divided in two groups. Thus we have smaller classes to study English, Maths, computers, native language and some others. Sometime we have different groups, because we are divided according to the level of knowledge on different subjects.

Mallaev Davron




	Lycee canteen

Our Lycee canteen in Uzbek is osh hona where “osh” means meals in general but it is often used for palov and “hona” which means “room”. It is the ground floor of our Lycee. During our lunchtime between 12 and 1 o’clock it is overcrowded. All students rush to the canteen at 12 o’clock. Meal is served in two places because palov is prepared in the open air. Students like nationsl food like palov, chuchvara, lagmon but many students eat European dishes. In addition to the cafeteria we have a buffet where fast food and soft drinks are served. We can have tea or coffee too. Prices in the canteen and buffet are reasonable. People who work in these places are kind. They always ask us if the meal is tasty and what else we would like to eat. 

Our teachers don’t stand in queue and it is fare. They also have separate place in the canteen where they sit and chat with each other.

Alisher 


	Activities after lessons

After lessons we can join sports and other clubs in the lycee. I like to go to video club because we can watch films in English there. We have seen many films, for example, The Matrix, The fifth element, The Simsons and others.  

Our girls can go to learn to sew in Nafosat Club.

Also we have an opportunity to improve our knowledge on mathematics and other subjects in extra lessons if we ask out teachers for them.

Sometimes we have concerts in the hall, organized by our administration, which is free for us. Before holidays such as New Year Day, Navruz and others our students prepare concerts themselves. 

Our Lycee is full of students since morning till night.

 Turakulov Bobur
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	A role of Debates

In our Lycee there is a Debate Club. We gather together during lunchtime on Fridays. Debates can make our lives better and easier. They can help us in our study, personal and social lives. They teach us how to be logical, how to persuade anybody that you are right in a polite way. For example, when our parents don’t let us go to a Disco we can change their mind because debates teach us how to speak to people in a polite way. They also teach us to make right decisions

And to be tolerant to people’s opinion. 

Mirmanov Davlat




	About our library

The Lycee library is very big. The Lycee was opened in 1999 and since that time the library has been collecting books. The number of books has increased from 3000 to 10000. The head of the library is the kindest and the most demanding woman Nurmatova Munira Axatovna. She graduated from the Tashkent State University and since then she has been working for 35 years. She says that the most difficult thing in her job is to fill the library with variety of books. She has managed to find for students very interesting and useful books on all the subjects, textbooks and books on English vocabulary, grammar, encyclopedias and others. Most such literature was won by our English teachers as prizes in their professional competitions in ACCELS programs and given to the library to be used by all the teachers and students. Many books were received with the help of our American teacher Stevin John Strickland who worked in our Lycee and left us in the fall 2004. The amazing books are from the Bruneil University, England and from the USA. It stimulates us to learn English more harder.  

In the Lycee there are also Uzbek magazines and newspapers and some from Russia. 

Our Lycee library has paid 1510321 sums (our currency) for newspapers and magazines to receive in 2005 and 766086 sums for literature from Russia. 

Our library has almost all the books, which were published in Uzbekistan since 1991 when Uzbekistan became an Independent state. 

The library has CDs and audiocassettes and that’s why it needs special electronic equipment. The lycee helps the third year students to prepare for enrolment system in Universities. Many students come to the library at lunchtime but the big reading room is full of students till 6 o’clock. 

Umida Butayorova




	Lycee

Part of my life                                                                    Busy and silent                                                                      I’ll miss you when I leave you                                               My second home

Shahnoza Horinova


