                                       Children and Their Pets



Many children, which contributed to this project seemed to have a pet dog. This pet was the most popular with cats being the next in line for popularity. Fish, a rabbit, and a guinea pig were also mentioned. One unusual pet was from a boy in Japan, he has a stag beetle.

Why students say they like pets?

      They are soft and you can cuddle with them. They are cute and cool. You can play with them.

Television Shows that children around the world watch with animals as the characters include:
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· Clifford the dog

· Finding Nemo

· Shark Tales

· Bugs Bunny

· Tom and Jerry

· America’s Funniest Animals

· Lion King

· Animal Kingdom

· Jimmy Neutron’s dog in the Jetsons

Pet Names:

                  Some students said they named their pet after a cartoon character or they didn’t know how their pet got their name. 

Various responses were:

· “Coco” my sister named the dog.

· Charlie, Cookie, Mark, Rocky, Max, Sanrash.(all dog names)

· Ondrow, Jade, Sprinkles. (all cat names)

·  One little girl said her cats have real names but she calls them “girl cat” and “boy cat”. 

· Another little girl said her hamster’s name is “Flaco” because he is so skinny and flaco means skinny in Spanish.

In the category of fish some of the names were chosen for these reasons:

· Dorothy because this students’ fish looks like the fish on Elmo’s World.

· Black because of the color, Orange because of the color.

· Sticky because this students’ fish sticks his body on the tank to clean it.
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A rabbit was also mentioned as a pet by one boy in Japan, who said the rabbit has a bad attitude.
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                                     Taking Care Of Your Pet

When taking care of dogs most of the students responses from several classes said they walk their dogs and feed them . One student said that dogs need lots of exercise. Giving a dog a bath. One student said their dog eats dog food and human foods. When taking care

of cats their were several different responses.  Feeding them and cleaning them. According to many of the children, taking care of cats is easy because you don’t have to take them to the bathroom they can go in a litter box. One student said she doesn’t take her cats outside.
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 The children who have fish said they feed them. The guinea pig is fed carrots and lettuce. He also eats pellet food. The girl said her and her mom change the bedding of the cage on the weekends. She gives “Flaco” baths in the sink. The beetle eats jelly for beetle. 
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