

To : Mohammed Badawy                                                                Country:  Bahrain

School`s Project Idea : Alta`awon Boys` Secondary School           

 Name of project:  Our houses our history

City:  Manama

All of the students who
are going to  participate to respond to this project idea are so excited. My students sat together before five days to discuss ,plan and prepare how to respond to Mohammed Badawy`s students .  As they mentioned in the discussion that their houses are so close to them,  so it would be so great to write about the history of their houses. 

They have decided to collect some pictures of old houses  in Oman and they have decided to work in pairs to write and work together for this project beside their teacher`s support for correct spelling and grammar.

Asad Humood  and  Ahmed Jamal

Grade 7

Al-Bashir bin Al-Munther

1. What kind of houses do you have in your community?
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There are two kinds of houses in our community. One of them 

 is made of mud and clay which is an antique type and till now  

 there are few people live in them. The other kind  of 

the houses is the modern one which is made of concrete and 

most people live in this type.

   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Abdullah Sulaiman  and  Al-Husain Ali

Grade 7

Al-Bashir bin Al-Munther

2. How are houses adapted to the weather?

The old houses in Oman are called (bioot tain). These houses are 

adapted to the weather in which they are cool in winter and a 

little bet cold in summer because they are made of natural things.

Grade 7   

Al-Bashir bin Al-Munther

3. What are the types of houses do you have in your country?

There are three different traditional houses in Oman. First of all, there are barasti houses. These were built with palm branches. The other one
is called round house. These were made of stones and the roof was made of wood and grass. The last one is called bait al-qufl houses. These were strong houses built of large stones and their walls were thick.
Ahmed Said  and  Mahdi  Mohammed

Grade 8

Al-Bashir bin Al-Munther

4. What are the materials that are used build houses?
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In the past, people in Oman used the natural materials to build their houses. They use different natural materials such as palm branches, stones, mud, clay and grass. But now people use concrete.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mazen Musa  and  Ali Hammed

Grade 8

Al-Bashir bin Al-Munther

5. What about decorations of houses and do they have gardens and fountains?

The old Omani houses do not have that obvious decorations or fountains because of their simple life but they have gardens of palm trees. Nowadays  Omani  people decorate their new houses with a very nice things.  

Qais Ali and Mohanad Al-Mahrooqi

Grade 8

Al-Bashir bin Al-Munther

6. Are there foreign styles in your country?
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There are no foreign styles of houses in Oman. The government tries to                                   save and conserve them by keeping them as they are. The Omani traditional houses are unique . They are special in the way of building. Some of them are built on big rocks and as you see that they are very strong, therefore they reflect the way of life of these people which is 

very harsh and natural. 

   -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
=====================================================================================

Al-Basheer bin Al-Munther Basic school  (5-8)

Teacher : Majid Ambusaidi  --     Oman

To: Mohammad Badawy Ahmad Hassan (Bahrain) Our House
Houses in Bangladesh
The history behind the bricks!
The mystery behind the blocks! 
Various categories of houses differentiating various categories of people
Modern technology has enabled the richer natives of the country to have automated car parking system alerts and alarms. Moreover, villas now include burglar alarm systems and security locks which are computerised and doesn’t involve the need of human interaction. 
Rural Housing VS Urban Housing
Rural houses usually consist of a limited number of house hold items which are out of the basic necessities. However, some houses even fail to meet such necessities in life. For example: light bulb, fan, etc. The type of furniture used is manually made up of bamboo or tree trunks.
Whereas, Urban houses consist of a wide range of amenities which outrange the basic necessities as well. For example: television, sound system, microwave, etc. The type of furniture used is usually polished and includes other materials like foams to increase comfort. At times some furniture's are imported from overseas as well.
Moreover, decorations are limited to urban houses only as rural houses fail to meet the basic requirements, there’s no surplus money available to spend on wish-based demands.
Houses of the poor
The catkin grass built walls and the splits of bamboo framing signify the types of shelter that are affordable by the less or under economically stable people of the country. These houses are generally found towards the countryside where large hectares of land are available for housing and cultivation. 
HOUSES OF THE RICH 
Today, Tall sky scrapers signify the types of houses that the rich reside in which includes the touch of foreign designs and architecture. These types of houses are generally found in areas known for foreign currency-engaged residents. 
At times, foreign architecture involved gardens, fountains and swimming pools are found in the houses of the richer people of the country. These houses are mostly located near city centres which is the heart of foreign currency exchange. However, such houses are very limited compared to the number of houses which are owned by the average income earning ones of the country. Moreover, houses in the city are usually 5 to 6 storeys tall which is the average height with the exception of compounds including buildings which are 13 to 14 storeys tall. 
Types of traditional houses
I. Kutcha houses:
These are made up of totally organic
materials such as bamboo house, mud house, jute stick and catkin grass house, etc.
• Walls: Organic materials like jute stick, catkin
grass, straw, bamboo mats, etc. Split are
bamboo framing. In some areas wall are made
by earth.
• Foundation: Earthen plinth with bamboo or
timber posts.
• Roof: Thatch-rice or wheat or maize straw,
catkin grass, etc with split bamboo framing. 
However, these types of houses enable the traditional culture to live in them so that the future generations can clearly visualize the living styles of their ancestors. 
II. Semi-pucca house:
These are made up of mixed 
organic and inorganic materials such as steel
house, wooden house etc.
• Walls: Bamboo mats, CI sheet, Timber or
bamboo framing. In some areas wall are made
by earth. Sometimes part or full brick.
• Foundation: Earthen plinth; Brick perimeter wall
with earth infill; Brick and concrete also use.
• Roof: CI sheet with timber or bamboo framing. 
How houses are adapted to the weather near countryside? 
Houses built to be weather-friendly:
As Bangladesh is prone to floods and storms, The mud-made housing is constructed to meet the needs of such geo-climatic conditions. The houses are always built with at least 50cm thick wall that can easily protect the houses from any forceful flood and landslide. The wall made of mud is too strong in nature for flood water to break it down easily. 
Thank you for your observance of a part of the housing lifestyle of the natives of Bangladesh
