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         The building I am going to tell you about is called Habitat 67. As soon as my mom showed me a picture of it, I loved it. Habitat 67 is in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. It was designed by Moshe Safdie for Expo 67-a world fair with the theme, Man and His Environment. Habitat 67 is a wonderful kind of apartment building that helps to solve the problem of space for people to live in cities. For his building Safdie wanted to put a lot of people in a small space to take up less room in the environment,  yet he still wanted the people to be happy. To do this he planned to make a garden for each house/apartment. He also wanted to have a playground for the children and stores and schools  in the building. To keep out the cold weather in Montreal he designed plastic pedestrian tunnels leading to the houses and shops.  Besides all this, Safdie wanted it to look interesting like a child had stacked a whole bunch of blocks in a messed up tower. Sounds great huh?

[image: image2.wmf]       So now Safdie needs to make it. To do this he built a factory on the site to make the hollow cement units that make up the rooms of the houses. They used molds to make these giant cement  boxes. They put a steel cage inside the mold to reinforce the unit and then poured the concrete. When the concrete had set a wooden floor was put in along with the electrical and mechanical services underneath it. Safdie had a crane lift the unit up and place it (sometimes four or five stories up)on the building. Habitat 67 was built so that one person’s roof was another person’s floor.  An interesting  fact about how Habitat is built is the washrooms. They were made with the plexiglass tubs, toilets and sinks built-in so there were no leaks and whenever you wanted to wash your bathroom you could just hose it all down.

       The sad part about Habitat 67 is that it didn’t work the way Moshe Safdie wanted it to work. Instead of being an inexpensive building it became too costly and a lot less houses were made than Safdie had wanted. It had cost much more money because creating all the molds cost too much and they ran out of funding. Also, he found that the bottom rooms had to be thicker to hold up the ones on top and this cost more money, too. The playground and store never got built making it more like an apartment building and not like the town that Safdie had wanted..

       After he made Habitat 67 many other cities asked Safdie to design one for them, including New York, Puerto Rico and Tehran . Unfortunately no other ones ever got built, which is too bad because Safdie’s Habitat idea is good for the environment and for people. I really think Habitat 67 is  great and I plan to visit it someday.    
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