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     The Muttart Conservatory    by Slater

                                         The Tropical Pyramid

The Muttart Conservatory in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada consists of four glass pyramid greenhouses. Each Pyramid has a different theme. The Conservatory was founded in the early 1970's, by Mr and Mrs Muttart.
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One is Temperate, where the environmental conditions are carefully controlled to allow the plants to undergo a natural cycle of dormancy and active growth every year.  The result is dramatic seasonal changes, much like what happens in Edmonton.  This is a very sought after pyramid in the winter when inside the plants think it's spring and everything is alive with new growth while outside it is wintery, cold and grey.

The second is Arid…like a desert. The plants in this pyramid have the ability to survive dry air, irregular moisture and wide day/night temperature fluctuations.   These plants originate in North America, the Mediterranean, Africa and Madagascar.

The third is Tropical, which means it is humid and warm and supports the lush, dense growth that is seen in a tropical rain forest. 

The fourth pyramid has eight different themes each year. The current one is celebrating Christmas.  There are more than 700 different species in the Conservatory.

The tropical and temperate pyramids are 24 m (79') high at apex; their base side length is 26 m (85') and their overall area is 660 square meters (7,100 square feet).

The arid and show pyramids are 18 m (59') high at apex; the base length of their sides is 19.5 m (65') and their overall area is 381 square meters (4,200 square feet).

I really enjoyed my visit to the conservatory, because I learned so much about plants and trees from all over the world.

To view and listen to a film on the Conservatory go to:

www.vredmonton.com/muttart.html
