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   Our Project Idea 
      All the students in our Learning Circle group are from high school. They are future graduates and have some school experience behind them. Is school life, school curriculum, the same in different countries? Are these students considered to be children or grown ups? Do they have similar opportunities and problems? 

IS IT EASY TO BE A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT?  ARE WE DIFFERENT OR ALIKE?

   We think it would be interesting for us to evaluate our own position in our community and compare it with other students’ opinions.

We suggest the following plan for the online discussion:

   *What does it mean to be a high school student? (Your year of schooling; time left till the graduation, preparing for after school life, opportunities for further education or work, in your country).

   * School (Schedule, classes, subjects and your attitude to school; teachers- students’ relations, and your typical school day).

   *Out –of- school activities (Clubs, courses, hobbies, free time, entertainment, community work, etc.).

   * Family relations (Parents – children’ relations. Are there any problems?).

   * Your role in the community (How do you feel or understand it? Are you satisfied with it? Specify, if possible).

   *Rights/ Duties/ Responsibilities (According to the law and how they are observed).

   * How do you feel about being a high school student?

      UKRAINE

              Ukrainian High School

     In Ukraine secondary education is compulsory and children have to attend school at the age of 6. Our general secondary education school combines primary, middle and high schools and they usually are in the same building.

      In our school there are 1-12 grades. . Primary school is from the 1-st till the 4-th grades. Middle school is from the 5-th till 9th grades.  And grades 10 -12 are high school. 

      We are 10-graders of secondary school #14 and Economy School OSBI.  Our school is specializing in Economics.  We study 6 days a week: on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. The classes begin at 8 a.m. and are over at 1.15 or 2p.m.

     In our school there are 60 classrooms, two gymnasiums and two Assembly Halls. For each subject we have got a separate classroom, except Primary School where each grade has their own classroom. 

In 10th grade we take 18 subjects, such as:

1. Ukrainian 

2. Ukrainian literature

3. Russian 

4. Russian literature

5. English 

6. Physics

7. Algebra

8. Geometry

9. Computer studies

10. Chemistry

11. Geography

12. Economics

13. PE
14.Biology
15. World History

16. History of Ukraine

17. Pre-conscription training (for boys)

18. Medicine (for girls)

19. Professional training course

The school offers professional courses and high school students can get the qualification of a shop assistant, cashier, waiter, secretary, computing operator, tour manager or guide interpreter in addition to their certificate of general secondary education. 

    Our academic year begins on the 1st of September and ends on the 30-th of May. The school year lasts 9 months, it consists of two semesters. There are 2 quarters in one semester. After each quarter we have vacations. Autumn vacations are one week, winter vacations are two weeks, the spring break is one week and in summer we are out of school for three months.

  In 9th and 12th grades we have final examinations –Ukrainian, Russian, History, Biology, Geography and Algebra. 

  If you finish school with excellent marks – you’ll get a gold medal. To enter university you have to pass entrance exams. 

Winners of national Olympiads in the subject of their specialization are accepted to the universities without entrance exams.
  We enjoy studying and have time for extracurricular activities. There are some clubs at school. As for me, I attend a professional training course to get the qualification of a secretary.

                                                                         (Olga Teslenko)

    Is it easy to be a high school student?

I think to be a high school student means to be much more responsible, than students of other grades. We should understand what we do and how we do it.

With each year in school, subjects are becoming harder and, more interesting. Teachers start speaking with us, as grown ups and we begin understanding them.

Our school day is rather simple. I think it consist of three parts: lessons at school, home work and free time. Each person in our group has his own out of school activities. Somebody goes to the disco; others play computer games or watch TV. Studying at school is one of those things that unite us.

Almost every high school student has some problems with parents. Most of these problems are not serious, because they are the part of growing up.

I am sure the best of growing up is having your own opinion and ability to make decisions. But we must not forget that the best time of our life is childhood. 

                                                                   (   Oksana Nikishchenko)

              My attitude to school curriculum.
     A high school student has only a little time left before the graduation. In the 10-th and 11-th grades students must prepare for after school life: some of them attend preparatory university courses or have private tutors, others get ready for the university or college entrance exams themselves.

    You have to work hard to graduate from school with good and excellent mark in order to be accepted by the university or college.

    Some students may choose to enter a vocational or technical school and apply for a job.

Being a high school student I feel that I must be serious and study all subjects properly to be able to enter the university and then study there. 

     To my mind we are overloaded with a number of school subjects. There are 18 of them in the 10-th grade and we studied 20 subjects last year. Besides in our school we are not allowed to choose subjects even in high school. In edition to these compulsory we may take some optional ones.

     I suppose it’s great that American senior students learn only lessons that can help them at the university and in further life and work.

                              ( Svetlana Tolmacheva.)

                      How to Be a Schoolgirl of the Senior Classes.

              In senior classes program becomes more complicated and we feel it quite well. Everyone starts thinking about further life, continuing one’s education and applying for a university or college. But the other attributes of your life remain the same: you get up early in the morning(at about 6.30 or 7 o’clock), go to school, get your marks(grades), come back home, do homework, have some duties about the house, relax a little(if you have time left)  or do other routine things like that.

            Thus we have responsibilities, interests, tastes, behavior, duties and views on life that are quite different from those we hat in elementary or middle school or even a year ago.

             So believe me or not, but in my opinion, it is not an easy thing to be a schoolgirl of senior classes. But we understand, the knowledge we get at school will be extremely useful and important in our further life.

                 (Julia Dovgosheeva)

                                     Minimum Ages.               

In Ukraine you officially become an adult on your eighteenth birthdays. From that age you can vote, drive a car, and drink alcohol, young men join the army. Men are officially allowed to get married when they are 18 and women at the age of 16.

But there are some things that you are allowed to do when you are younger.

You get you citizen passport at the age of sixteen. Then you may smoke, ride a motorbike, or even may be taken to prison if you are guilty.

 You can get a part time job when you are 14 but only if your parents allow you. And you can work everywhere if you are 18.
Of course, there are some other important laws that our Constitution contains, but to my mind these ones should be known and observed by all young people and authorities.

                                   ( Kirill Komissar)
                   BRAZIL

        Is It Easy to Be a High School Student? 

              There is a lot of pressure in the high school student’s life. In Brazil, the last 3 years before the starting the university are more critical. The student’s day has normal classes, 5 times a week, during 4 and a half hour a day. In the afternoon, many students are devoted to extra class activities as, for example, classes of foreign language or reinforcement classes. 
   Student’s age are between 15 to 19 years old and like all the people that age they like to practice sports and watch TV programs. They always try to hang out with their friends. 
     In spite of the friendship growing with the daily life at school, the pressure over the students also increases, mainly due to the parents' worries and their constant asking on what they will do in their life, which course proceeds. When this begins, many students begin to have problems. The student sometimes starts to be stressed with the questioning, resulting in the contact with alcoholic drinks or even some type of drugs. Researchers say that youths among 15 to 25 years, which are in formation process, are subjects of high risk. The deaths in that age group, for example, happen mainly in automobile accidents, homicides, suicides, alcohol and drugs. All those behaviors are emotionally funded, the psychologists affirm. It’s important to have a constant presence of a relative in this period until the university phase. 
     For these factors the student's life is not easy. To live with this pressure of which profession to follow, how to proceed is a difficult task that demands a lot effort, duties and dedication from the students. 

                                                                                          Rodrigo                                 
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       Free school education for everyone:

 
   Free school isn’t a good thing here in Brazil, of course the idea of free school for everyone is great, but here the public schools have many problems, like strikes, not enough teachers and not enough material to work with students. For example, here we donґt have computers for students in most all public schools. 
   In Brazil the public schools are not considered good, on the other hand, the public university are good. It means that only the students from private schools get into the public university because the ones from the public schools are not able to pass the public universities entrance exams, Of course that we have exceptions. 

 

                                                          GERMANY
                                                 My Normal School Day  

 

   My normal school day starts at 7:50 in the morning and finishes at 1:05.

I think we have over 11 different subjects , they’re German , English, politics ,history ,chemistry , Maths ,physics, sports ,art, a other foreign language, music and wpu,  every lesson has 45 minutes.

    Normally we have six lessons a day but twice a week we have 8 lessons.

    Our first lessons is generally in our classroom so I meet my class every day in the morning,

just wpu lessons we all have in different classrooms because wpu courses are all different projects ,which we could choose when the school year started.

In every class we’re from 25 to 30 people. We are the same group of people in every lesson (not in wpu). 

    After the second and the fourth lesson we have a break of 15 min and when we have school in the afternoons there’s a lunch break of 40 min. In this break we can buy food in our school cafeteria or at the two kiosks we have. When we have a lesson free time because one of our teachers is ill and there’s no substitution we can go to the computer rooms and check our e-mails or play games but we shouldn’t download anything.

    All German students have to go to school until they are sixteen (normally to the end of grade ten ) but can go for another 3 years to take their final exams (graduation). After the school we have time to go to our.

       After school we have to do homework to, which take us sometimes more than two hours.

                                                      Greetings from Karsten, 

                                                             Hainberg-Gymnasium Goettingen

Rights/ Duties/ Responsibilities (According the law and how they are observed).

 

    At home our duties are for example tidying and cleaning up our room or making breakfast.  

   Our duties are doing our homework or learning for school. Sometimes we must go out with dogs or watch out little siblings and of course go  to school.

   Our rights from our parents are different for example meeting friends, going to the city centre, making sports and what ever we doing in our free time. 

      But sometimes we have a different opinion and than we argue at each other. For example if we want to go longer out they sometimes will not allow that. 

       But mostly in all families it is different.
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                         IRAN

  **** Relations Between Students and Parents 

 Some of the students don’t have a good contact with their parents because they make limitation for them. For example they don’t let their kids to be outside for a long time. Those who have problems with their parents have problems in the school too. And one of the causes of their problems is their scores. When they get a bad score in the difficult lessons like math, some of them will be punished by their parents and they insult them. So some of the children will run away from their houses and like to live lonely. 



 **** About my school, the program of the school, the objects of the school, about our teacher 

  Our school’s name is Behpooyan and it hasn’t very much students. Alone one and two grade of high school. Our school is very small too. We go to school at 6:30 in the morning and 7:20 we go to the class. We have four periods & sometimes 5 periods, of course one of these periods is extra. Our first bell is 120 minutes. Of course alone not first period, all of them. We have 15 or 30 minutes break for our lunch. We have many lessons for example physics, mathematic, chemistry, athletics, English, Arabic, geometry, biology, history, art, computer and algebra. But we study and learn very much than another school? Our teachers are very kind, patience with us. 

                   *** Warmly
                                    Zahra Ansari,

                                                 Behpooyan High School. 
                     ROMANIA 
Is it easy to be a high school student? 

In my opinion is not easy at all to be a high school student. You have top wake up 5 days a week at 6-7 a. m. I don’t know how many hours have the students in other countries but in my country we have 7 hours a day and 10 minutes break, the lunch break is only 20 minutes. The teachers are not going easy with us during the tests period and we also have a lot of books to read and also many contests to attempt to. There are also students that have extra schoolwork, for example: sports, extra hours of subjects that they are not so good at, there are also students that work (job). We also have some time for ourselves .In that we do our homework and learn, if we do have time left we can go outside and meet our friends. We also have a lot of school projects, but that is a lot of fun and we meet new students with different programs and we exchange opinions about school. 
                                      Adriana Omota.
                                              
         USA (BLUMFIELD)

    Differences between School Curriculum and School life- 


        I can see where some people might think that school life and school curriculum is the same thing. I don’t think they are though. I think that school life is influenced from school curriculum. Our curriculum in our school is International and Global Studies. Our curriculum affects our school life because it opens our mind to other prospective to different issues. 
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School – 


Currently I'm a senior (12th grade) at MLC in Bloomfield. I graduate this year in June 2006! Right now it is really hectic with filling out applications and preparing for college. I've already got accepted locally, but it is not my #1 choice for now. 

Out of School Activities – 


School runs 8-3, so I usually wake up around 6 o'clock to catch the bus. Normally during the week I don't do much after school because of homework, but on the weekends i generally hang out with friends. 

Family- 


I live with my two parents and little sister in Hartford. My parents are sometimes strict sometimes nice, but I love being around my family. My sister is younger then me, but she is so much smarter. 

Community – 


I live in the capital city of Connecticut, so it’s a big city. It splits into a North end and a South End, and both places have their own ethnic background. I live in the south end, and that’s the place where a lot of Hispanics live (FYI I'm Puerto Rican). I love living in the city, I don't think i would have any fun living in a small town, because in Hartford there is always something to do. 

Duties- 


I'm not sure what you mean by this. If you could right back clearing it up a bit I would gladly answer. 

How do I feel about being a High-School Student? 


I love being a high-school student. I go to a great school, with excellent teachers from all parts of the world that help me whenever I ask. This school is a great learning environment, and on top of that I have a great group of friends. 

                         *****
        Differences between School Curriculum and School life- 


        I can see where some people might think that school life and school curriculum is the same thing. I don’t think they are though. I think that school life is influenced from school curriculum. Our curriculum in our school is International and Global Studies. Our curriculum affects our school life because it opens our mind to other prospective to different issues. 

     School- 
I am currently a senior (12 grade) at the Metropolitan Learning Center in Bloomfield Connecticut. I graduate in June 2006. Here we have a extended school day from 8am to 3pm This year I am talking Satire, Foreign Policy, and Advanced Algebra and Trigonometry. Those are my classes this semester. The relationship between the students and the teachers are good. If a student struggles, the teacher would help them out. 

     Out of School- 
Out of school other than homework I have a lot of fun. Right now I am currently in two basketball leagues. One of those leagues is at the recreation center in the town of Windsor. The other is an actual league that is held every year for Windsor. I also go to the recreation center to play with the children and to chill with my friends. 

     Family Relations- 


   I am very family oriented. Every Sunday everyone in my family goes to my Grandmother’s house to eat joke around and have fun. We love to joke about past experiences no matter how serious or funny at the time. We always spend Christmas together and we spend thanksgiving together also. 

    Community- 


   I don’t play a big roll in my community but I help watch children at the recreation center. This helps me because it helps me because I want to go to school to be a teacher. 

   Duties- 


   The laws here are obeyed by most people. If someone in America doesn’t like one of the laws they can protest. That is how we use our freedom of speech that is given to us in the 10 Amendments. Me I’m not really a protest person. I just follow the rules. 

How do you feel about being a high school student? 


Right now I feel that being a high school student is easy. Teachers now are warning us. They warn us about college. They tell us that it isn’t going to be easy. They tell us that it is going to be a big transition for us. That is why I can say right now that being a high school student is easy. 
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Here are two answers about life as a high school student.

              ***
   There are several opinions, but in our opinion, we think that high school student is such an interesting period of life. It's not really hard to be but you need to know what you have to be responding for. It's not that hard like to be a high school student because we have fixed schedules in each day. 

   * After class, most of international students play basketball, soccer, frisbee and cross country (running). There're several clubs in this school, such as Japanese club, Chinese club, Spanish Club etc. We have trips for each grade twice a month.  


* Only domestic students, for international students we don't stay with our family. However, we have our dormitory communities.


* In general our duties and responsibilities are work with communities, on time for school, attend in every classes, respect to each other, etc. In our school and classes we could express our opinion freely. 


* Our school really focuses on 4 American core values. There are resilience, initiative, direct communication and independence.

              I think it's not easy to be a high school student, because we are learning a new language, and the high school's curriculum is not easy, and we are learning subjects and English, so it's more difficult to us.

     In Taiwan, we have to remember all the things in class. Everyday we have to stay at school for all day; we get off the school at 9:30 P.M.

The school curriculum is harder. Our math and history is very hard even science.

   These students considered to be grown ups. They have similar opportunities, but maybe different problems.

    We have 9 classes per day. Our subjects are Grammar 1, writing, reading, social study, math, science, theatre, P.E, and art class. We don't give attitude to school or teachers, because we won't be able to stay here. Our teacher has good relations with students. Every student has an advisor. Sometimes advisor will meet the student, and know about how they doing.

Our hobbies are basketball, soccer ball, baseball, and shopping. If we have free time, we go to china town or downtown. We eat dinner together and hang out.

Most of the parents don't live in Seattle with their child. The children will call their parent every week, or the parent will call their child. It should be no problem with the parent.

             From The Northwest School, 
                            Seattle, Washington, USA
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   I’m an exchange student from China. I like reading, as I’m in America right now, I have to read in English. But when I was in China, I read books in Chinese. 

I think it is hard for me to learn English, because Chinese is completely different from English, but since I came here, my English is getting much better. And I think the terrorist attacks are evil and I also feel sad about that. I do like school, of course I plan to go to a university, especially the university in United States. I want to be a lawyer when I become an adult. 
   There are 4 people in my Chinese family, but there will be one more baby in a few months. As you know, Chinese people just can have only child, but my mum is pregnant, so I am going to have a baby sister, I feel so excited about that. My average day in China is so boring, I get to study hard everyday, and I have 3 meals a day when I was in China. But when I am in United States, my average day have changed a lot, I do more activities, about the meals here, I just have 2 meals everyday, that is the differences between China and U.S. 
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