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 The students of Tashkent Academic Lyceum under University of World Economy and Diplomacy in Uzbekistan sponsored a section of a Learning World Learning Circle which is a new writing theme exclusively for 2005-2006 sessions designed to explore the theme of the 2006 international iEARN World Conference and Youth Summit in Enschede. 

The aim of this Circle is explore forms of writing and multi-media projects that investigate what it means to be and live in "A Learning World."   We asked students of our Circle to answer our questions about how important school days are in their lives in places where they live.

The Happiest Days of Our Lives

	
iEARN a Learning World High School, (LWH1)                       January-May 2006
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	We are pleased to present this section of the newspaper as a collective efforts of students from

Milton Junior-Senior High School/ United States, Farzanegan Zeynab Educational Center/Iran
and Saba High School/ Iran  

We are also grateful to teachers: Minoo Shamsnia, Patricia Huettel, Allan Kakinda, Stephen Oyelola, Sofia Savelava, Gary Furlong, Raheleh Babaeyanghamsari from Iran, the United States, Uganda, Nigeria, and  Belarus

                                                                                                               Editor of this section: Mirmanov Davlat 
Name of teacher: Ludmila Kamalova






Uzbekistan

	Tashkent Academic Lyceum under University of World Economy and Diplomacy
Our project is The Happiest Days of Our Lives.                   

An English proverb says that school days are the happiest days in your life. Yes, indeed. It is so for many our students who answered positively to our questionnaire. We decided to ask the same questions our friends from our Learning Circle LWH1 and no one said “No”.

While working on this project we were thinking over our study more deeply. At first most of the students said that there were many subjects that we didn’t need in the future. But lately we had a debate and after that many students realized that we need all the subjects we study at school to become intelligent and educated people. The more we know the more interesting lives we have. We thank the organizers of this fantastic project. We found it not only exciting but also very useful. 

We would like to thank the schools that sent information for our project.  

Mirmanov Davlat






	We decided to ask our friend the following questions: 

1 Do you agree with the English proverb “Schooldays are the happiest days of your life”? yes/no

2 Is learning at school an indispensable thing in our lives? Why?

3 Do we need to be good at all the school subjects? Why?

4 Which subjects are the most favourite in your class? Why do you like them?

5 Is homework an essential part of learning? Why?

6 Can you share any “secrets” about doing homework?

7 Why are some lessons sometimes more interesting than others? 

8 How could you make learning more interesting? (Give some examples)

9 Who or/and what helps you in your study?

10 By what reasons might some students not do their homework?

11 What don’t you like in being at school?

12 What makes you happy at school? 




The Happiest Days of Our Lives

Our Lyceum team consists of second year students AF1-04 and AFR2-04 where AF means that we study at economics faculty. AF1 students’ language of instructions is Uzbek and AFR students’ language of instructions is Russian but most of students speak Uzbek, Russian and of course English. Here is how our students answered the questions themselves. 

	1
	Do you agree with the English proverb “Schooldays are the happiest days of your life”?

	


	Yes. I think school days are the most interesting period in life of a man. They are closely  connected with our childhood. We will always remember many interesting and funny stories which happened in our school days. These memoirs  can be about playing pranks in lessons, pulling girls’ plaits or being late for lessons because of some funny reasons.

   A man can forget many things but he /she will never forget these reminiscences. When an old man recollects his school days, he feels like he is young and full of strength again. It gives him a good mood and his life becomes more colorful. That’s why we can say that schooldays are the happiest days of our life.

Davron Qosimov AF1



	2
	Is learning at school an indispensable thing in our lives? Why?

	


	For better future work; 

learning new things makes you feel great; 

we are learning constantly and not only at school; 

living in modern world needs more and more knowledge; 

our country needs educated people to develop economics and in all spheres , our future is in our hands

AF1 students

This question I can surely answer “Yes!” Because during our life we often confront with difficulties. And in these situations we need understanding of friends from one hand and a good education might help us solve them. from the other hand. We study at schools, lyceums or Universities to get much knowledge there. But leaning at school serves as a main and basic part of education and it helps us not only for entering Universities, but also for building our bright future. Nowadays modern technology is developing day by day so we need more educated stuff and the youth with excellent  future.

Unique (Umida Butayorova) (AF1)

Without our study there is no future. In old days in Uzbekistan women were not allowed go to school. They had to stay at home with household work and children. It was awful life. First of all her life was boring. More disastrous thing could happen when a woman’s husband had died and she had to survive. She couldn’t have any job and she always had to be on somebody’s dependence.

Madina Yakubova (AFR )

	3
	Do we need to be good at all the school subjects? Why?

	



	Yes. Knowledge of many subjects gives us opportunity to think independently. 

No. To order to be better at one sphere of knowledge, to be an expert.  

Yes, of course. Because it is not harm to know much lessons. But you should only want to learn more. Furthermore, you can play intellectual games where broad knowledge of many sciences is needed.  For example, in our country there is intellectual game called “What ?, Where?, When?”. There are questions at different subjects: philosophy, geography, history, logic and others. Moreover, we are never sure when different knowledge may be useful in our life. Finally, we are growing and becoming adults. All grown ups work. As we are students, learning is our job. That’s why we have to study all subjects of our schedule. 

  But there are some drawbacks of being many subjects. The negative thing in learning of many subjects is lack of time. Sometime the information is very detailed that our minds can’t keep it all.

AF1 students

No. Many students want to have many subjects instead of having several but do them well. The more subjects the more homework and the more time we need for doing it.

Yes, because we may need these subjects in our future life. To widen our scope we need all kinds of knowledge.

No. In senior grades we don’t need learning all the subjects. At present we continue studying many subjects but to enter University we don’t need all of them.

AFR students

	4
	Which subjects are the most favourite subjects in your class? Why do you like them?

	



	History, math, English, biology,  PI, chemistry, languages, literature, native language, information science, physics.

Because these subjects are necessary for entering university. 

They are interesting.

Exact sciences are our favourite subjects because we study at economics faculty.

Math learning is the best for mental development. 

I don’t like physics because at school our teachers didn’t give basic knowledge of it.

History is exciting. It tells how people lived in the past, and about important events.

History teaches us to think and analyze the way of humanity.

Biology teaches us about life and gives knowledge how we can help ourselves.

AFR2

We study at AF (economics) group and so we are more interested in Math, English, Native language, literature and information technology.

The more we study Math, English. Native language and literature the more it helps us to pass exams.

I think information technology is interesting for everybody. Information technology is the subject, that connected with computers and nowadays to learn this subject is emergency of our time. It is essential for all spheres of life.

Kosimov Davronbek AF1



	5
	Is homework an essential part of learning? Why?

	



	No. We are too tired at school. 

Yes. We need more practice, to acquire self learning skills which are important for our future life.

AF3 students

Yes, of course. Because at schools, learning centres and Universities we get more knowledge. But for fixing them in our mind and remember it for a long time we must do homework. During doing homework we often find out some interesting information, new details which belong to that theme and sometimes we even understand things better or something that we didn’t understand before. As a consequence of doing homework bad students can study better and have good marks.

  That’s why homework is an essential part of learning.

Umida Butayorva

Yes. If pupils understand all things that teacher teaches during the lessons, he/she can do all homework at home without anybody’s help. Personally, I do homework if I understand it. If not I don` t do it. 

Davron 

Yes, It is important to do homework for revising the lesson material

AFR  

Yes, it is significant to do homework in studying. Because students practice their knowledge at home which are explained at the lessons. This one helps to remember things well. 

Sometimes I don’t do my homework because I don’t understand well subjects. If I understand, I’ll do homework without difficulty.

Normuhammedov Aziz

    

	6
	Can you share any “secrets” about doing homework?

	





	First I do writing exercises then oral.

First I do reading then writing

First easy tasks then more difficult.

AF3 students

Before I start doing homework first I work at home physically then do homework. I work in the garden or help mother. My head has a rest when I work with hands.

Agzam

After lessons I usually sleep for a while then do my homework.

I prefer doing writing homework first then oral. Because writing homework takes more time than oral. Moreover, oral homework can be forgotten while doing writing tasks.

AF1 students

I do only those subjects which will be checked by the teacher. Usually I do English and math. I don’t do my Russian language homework because she never checks it. I know that my homework is useful for me not for anybody else but I can’t help.

Each student does homework in different ways. Some do it after few days after the day when that lesson was, others prepare it only before the lessons. I think the best way of doing homework is to prepare it on the day when the homework was given, because after a some days the it is difficult to remember what was in the lesson. 

AFR students

	7
	Why are some lessons sometimes more interesting than others?

	



	Because some students like special subjects which can help them pass entering examinations. For example, I like only math. Because math can develop your logic. Others like subjects like History, Chemistry, native language, literature which are more interesting for them. And they develop their memory. 

Alavutdin Shoyusupov  (AF1)

Some teachers’ lessons are much more interesting than others and students try to study their lessons better.

If teachers teach with new ways of teaching, for example, with pictured, movies and games, lessons are more interesting.

Some teachers use only books in their lessons and it causes the lost of students’ interest.

AF1 students

There are many subjects in our lyceum. Most of them are interesting and some of them are not. Being interesting of the lessons depends on teachers. Because teachers teach us. However, there are special ways of teaching. For example, in English lesson, we have reading, listening, grammar exercises. And these are some boring lessons. Their lessons are not interesting, because they don’t know how to teach us. We have specialized subjects that we have to study hard, we don’t like when teachers of unspecialized subjects demand us more information. 

Abdullayev Oybek

Primov Elyor



	8
	How could you make learning more interesting? (Give some examples)

	



	For doing lessons much more interesting teachers sometimes use Olympiads materials and ask students to solve difficult problems in Math and other subjects.  

Azizbek Normuhammedov (AF1)

Listen to teachers attentively

More developing games

New information

Intellectual games

Historical facts

Activities connected with real life

Additional literature

Less lectures of teachers because it’s boring only to listen to the teacher.

more discussions with students because we want to share our ideas

More not formal debates 

Teacher should give additional points to the mark for answers for more difficult questions when nobody else knows the answer. It makes a competitions between students and it’s fun.

 More laboratory works on physics and chemistry to develop practical skills.

Excursions to historical places.

Dilshod Kalanov

Madina Yakubova

Davron Nazarbayev

Miraziz Mirvaliyev

Sherzod Horinov

(AFR)

	9
	Who or/and what helps you in your study?

	





	Nowadays people spend most part of their life with studying people can do almost everything what they want. But a person needs some help of other people or things around them.

Firstly, students need help of the friends. Because, friends have great influence on the person’s life. Students spend the most part of the day with friends, especially classmates. And during the lessons there will be concurrency among students. For example, a student gets a good mark than the second one. The second student will study hard to catch up the first student with knowledge.

Secondly, students can be helped by their parents. Parents help them with money problems. They always control the study their children.

Ziyoda AF3

Actually, my friends help me to do my homework. And I learn many things I don’t know from my friends. But I think if I do it always, I will be lazy. And I know if I am lazy and my friends aren’t together with me I can’t do my homework myself. So remember you must do it yourself  what you are able to.

Medatov D.AF1

Teachers , textbooks.  

I appreciate that my parents don’t control my study. It makes me learn more deliberately and to be more responsible for my study. Because I know that that’s me who need getting knowledge. There is one more very strong stimulus: fear to fail entrance examinations to University.

Dilshod AFR2

I would like my parents be more interested in my study. They say that I must learn well for myself. I would be happier if they prize me for my achievements. 

Madina AFR2

Sense of responsibility and interest to study itself.

Sherzod AFR2

In order to have happy future. I know that only I can do it. I want to have wealthy life, an expensive house, car and opportunity of traveling where I want. The only thing to have it in my future: study successfully and get good education.

Ildar Yeremeev AFR2

Sometimes my friends help me at the lessons. I ask things that I don’t know from them. But all people can’t live believing to his friends, he must work himself. He should study more to learn more. Your friends can’t always help you, you should work hard yourself, than you’ll take excellent marks at the lessons. 

Normuhammedov Aziz AF1



	10
	By what reasons might some students not do their homework?

	



	10 By what reasons might some students not do their homework?

Nowadays, children have their own computers at home. They think about computers at lessons too. At home they play computer games instead of doing homework. It makes children lazy. That’s why some students don’t do homeworks at home. But in my opinion, homework is essential part of teaching.

10) Illness, laziness and organizing the day incorrectly. For example, if we think that the subject we are learning is difficult or unnecessary for entering university, we may not do homework of this subject. And when we are ill we don’t have enough strength to do our homework.

	11
	What don’t you like in being at school?

	



	I don’t like wearing our school uniform firstly. It consist of dark blue jacket and grey trousers and  we have to wear a tie. I don’t mind it’s colours but I don’t like its quality. In winter wearing.

11) I don’t like wearing our lyceum uniform. Firstly, it consists of dark blue jacket, grey trousers. Moreover, we have to wear necktie which is uncomfortable, especially in the spring and summer. Secondly, the uniform is low-quality. Finally, we have to wear it 3 years.  I think we must wear the uniform which best fits our wishes.

Study needs much time

What don’t you like at school?

Firstly, I don’t like the uniform of our lyceum. Almost, all of the students dislike the uniform of the lyceum. I think, everything in the lyceum, expect the uniform, is very good. Because there are all the good conditions in our lyceum. Furniture are new. The computers are also in good condition. All of them are “Pentium-4”. Drawbacks are few.  

Abdullayev Oybek 

Medatov Dilmurod AF1                          

	12
	What makes you happy at school?

	



	Friends

Communication

Unexpected good marks when I am not ready 

Getting knowledge

Clubs

AFR2-04 students

What makes you happy at school?

There are a lot of things that make us happy. First of all, I’m happy when I’m together with my friends. Because I talk to them , share our opinions. I spend most time in my lyceum. So my friends are part of my life. We have radio in our lyceum. And during our big breaks we listen to music for an hour, news and interesting lyceum information. We have many holidays and we celebrate them in lyceum. Many concerts are being held in our lyceum that makes us happy. For example, every year we celebrate Navruz. It is a traditional Uzbek holiday. It is celebrated on 21th of March. Before that day female teachers and girls in our lyceum cook sumalak. Then we celebrate the holiday by having big meal, dancing and singing.

Primov Elyor AF1                               




	There are lots of things which make us feel happy at school. As we share quite common things about our school lives we decided to try to express our feelings with the help of Cinquines about school.

We hope some of them might be interesting for you to read.

AF1-04 students
	




	School

remarkable, exciting, memorable

studying, playing, fighting, falling in love

flying funny years

second home

Mirmanov Davlyat  


	School

fascinating, useful, fabulous

learning, respecting, creating, working hard

source of knowledge for everybody

home!

Umida-Unique 


	School

marvelous, unforgettable, enjoyable

writes, reads, thinks, speaks, fights

learning world for us

second home

Bobur Turakulov 


	School

boring, stressful, noisy

studying, tiring, eating, moving, leaving

but unforgettable experience 

part of my life

Mallayev Davron 


	School

boring, interesting, free

studies, chats, loves, respects, talks

place to relax and work

lab of life experience

Shoyusupov Alovuddinxoja

Primov Elyor 
	
	Friends

helpful, honest, reliable

respect, support, talk, meet, share

 friends indeed

brothers

AF1-04



Farzanegan Zeynab Educational Center, 
Tehran, Iran

	The happiest days of our lives 

I think schooldays are the happiest days of our life, because in these days we are with our friends and we laugh a lot. When we have problems, we help each other to solve them. When we become angry, we’ll laugh. We make each other happy. We think that learning at school is really sweet and important. At school we learn most of the subjects, so we know about them and get some information to choose our favorite major. In this way, we can understand our favorites. We don’t need to be good at all school subjects, because we want to study in a particular major. Our favorite subjects are Physics, Chemistry, English, Biology and Arabic. 
Homework is an essential part of learning, because with doing homework we can understand if we learn the lessons. In doing homework we can help each other and teach each other. 
We can make learning more interesting with teaching our lesson to each other or our relatives. We can also draw some pictures in our notebook or use different colors. It helps us to be interested in lessons. 
In our class, our brothers or sisters or sometimes our relatives help us in our study. Sometimes some students don’t do their homework, maybe because they don’t like it, or they can‘t understand the lessons, or they don’t have enough time to do them. 
Sometimes when we’re tired, we can’t be in classes like math or physics, we have to wake up early. When we go to school and most of the times we sleep at 1or 2 am. So we just sleep 4 or 5 hours a day. 
Being with friends and talking to them make us happy. It has a good effect on us. 
Mahnaz,
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	THE HAPPIEST DAYS OF OUR LIVES: 
When we want to identify the happiest day we should know what make us happy. 

Yes, agree with this proverb, because when I am in school, nothing bother me and I like to be in a situation or place that force me to study, I like to be the one that spends a lot of time on reading books. 

Every time that we do something we are learning something, it means all of the life is a learning circle and we always round and learn different things and I think we spend our best time in school. 

Matin 



  

	Dear friends from Uzbekistan, 

The questions you asked was nice enough to trying to find answers for them, I hope I would be able to have good responses for them. 
You asked if we should be good in all subjects in school or not , well I think we should try to learn as much as we can in any subject because schools are like good opportunities for us to extend our abilities but it is nor really a necessity to be number one in any case . You see each person has his own ability in some special subjects & he will be successful in those field by trying more & we should just complete each other .I think each person should performs as a specialist in one theme. 
About homework , I believe that they are really essential as a part of learning but we shouldn’t just trying to write s.th we should practice all the things we’ve learned, if homework are acting the performance of exercises , they are all O.K & valuable. 
You asked why some lessons are more interesting, I guess it depends on our personality. Some subjects are really nice with me but my friends don’t like them at all, I believe it is because of our different character. 
Some times it is really hard to stay at school specially when there is not any especial thing to learn. Some lessons are that much easy that I prefer to read a book or even take rest instead of being in class to study them!!! 
Well, these are all the things I want to talk about , now I should go for doing my homework! 

Enjoy your lives , take care 
Hamideh 






                                                                    


	Thank you for your nice topic. 
Schooldays are not always the happiest day of our lives but sometimes they are. In this modern world it is necessary to educate and going to school is a kind of education. However some school subjects are difficult we have to study them and we have to learn them very well besides some of them are interesting too. In our class math is the most favorite subject. Although it is difficult we like it because it is sweet to solve a difficult problem. Well sometimes you can’t! No matter. We don’t have to have this ability to solve all math problems. 
I think homework is the most boring part of learning of course it depends on what kind of homework it is. Some homework are interesting but some of them are not besides homework there are other ways of learning better like using labs in order to learn chemistry physics or biology I mean make them visible not just learn them theoretically. Boring homework make some students not to do them. 
However school is sometimes boring for us but by being with each other we can make it amazing. 
Mina Rahimi 



	THE HAPPIEST DAYS OF OUR LIVES: 
In my opinion schooldays are the happiest days of my life, because I'm spending more than half of my daily time with my friends who are the same age as me. So we can understand each other pretty well. Schooldays is a gold opportunity for me to share and exchange idea and learn from each other. When I studied in guidance school I had no clear aim in my life but just  some fantasies which I was not sure about them. of course I think it's the same for all other students. People find their real aim through their 
education as well as their experiences during their lives. about me when I accepted in the exceptional talents I acquainted with the new education environment.. So I improved set goal in my life after graduating from high school I am going to go to university to studying in Medical Engineering  course. Medical Engineering encompasses a broad range of activities, and is alternatively called Bioengineering and Biomedical Engineering. It is a multi-disciplinary subject integrating professional engineering activities with a basic medical knowledge of the human body and an understanding of how it functions when healthy, diseased or injured. 
In order to achieve my goal, I should study hard and enthusiastically. Learning is a thing that we can hardly live without it. 

Do the homework and have extra study is an essential part of learning. indeed, it is indispensable to be a success. Therefore teachers foster their students doing their homework daily. As you know very well, learning has two parts. The first leg is in the school when a student learn a subject for the first time. The second part is reviewing the things that you have learnt.. Actually homework is the second part ,so it can complete your newly learn knowledge. Hence I personally enjoy doing my homework. Though some of the students don't do their homework because they don't know the importance of doing it. maybe they think just school is for learning and when they come back their home just want enjoy themselves. Certainly we can say they haven't found the enjoyment of studying yet. 
Considering what was said above , I would like to take this opportunity to pay my 
gratitude to all my teachers and sincerely thanks my English teacher Ms. Shamsnia. I am sure that schooldays are the happiest days of our life because we enjoy and learn a great deal from each other, and carry good memories from our stay in school. 
Best Regards 
Sajedeh Soleimani 


	1
	Do you agree with the English proverb “Schooldays are the happiest days of your life”?
I think this is true, because we spend nearly half of our daytime at school with our friends. And we have good time there. 
Sarah Mollaee

Yes
Sajedeh

	2
	Is learning at school an indispensable thing in our lives? Why?

Yes, because it's so necessary if we want to have a good job in the future. 
Sarah Mollaee

Yes, since while we are at the school, we will become packed for facing music, chancing our arms and we will be taught how to come up with difficult circumstances. And by entrancing the university of life, we need to pass primary stages at schools. 
Sajedeh

	3
	Do we need to be good at all the school subjects? Why?

No, all of them are not needed for a particular job. We must be good at the subjects that are dedicated to the job we want to have. 

Sarah Mollaee

I assume yes, because we’d better know even a little bit about every thing. By mastering our lessons at school, later we can do our level best for various subjects.
Sajedeh

	4
	Which subjects are the most favourite in your class? Why do you like them?

I like math, physics, literature and art because they are so enjoyable to me
Sarah Mollaee

Math and physics. Because they just need concentration, in contrast to history that we are supposed to memorize so many names of places and VIPs which are really boring.
Sajedeh

	5
	Is homework an essential part of learning? Why?

Yes, because we should practice the subjects that have already been taught to us to master them and don't forget them 

Sarah Mollaee

It depends on lessons. For instance for our main lessons such as math and physics, according to that old saying: practice makes perfect. But for some other lessons, it is just time consuming with out having any fruit.
Sajedeh

	6
	Can you share any “secrets” about doing homework?

I don't have any secrets about it because I do my homework by myself!
Sarah Mollaee

No. since I don’t do it in a specific way. I just focus on my main lessons and I seldom spend my time on silly lessons like geography.
Sajedeh

	7
	Why are some lessons sometimes more interesting than others? 

In my estimation only some lessons are interesting as people have different tact and talents. So the interests are different.
Sarah Mollaee

 It’s related to pupils’ interest. The reasons that we get a kick out of some lessons are: 1/the theme of the lesson.2/the way we should learn the lesson: concentrate or memorize.3/ (seldom) our teachers 
Sajedeh

	8
	How could you make learning more interesting?

I can make some varieties in my learning. For example, change the decoration of my room, do some new things or games between doing my homework,... 
Sarah Mollaee

By emphasizing on the topics that students like, naming some nice and fantastic books about the lesson and asking students to teach and present some portions and so on.
Sajedeh

	9
	Who or/and what helps you in your study?

No one helps me with my study. I think I can do it myself.
Sarah Mollaee

Using extra books which are related to my lessons is really crucial
Sajedeh


	10
	By what reasons might some students not do their homework?

Maybe they don't like it or the subject is boring. Sometimes there is so much homework we have to do and we won't have enough time to complete it
Sarah Mollaee

They may be wiped out or they don’t like the lesson and its teacher. 
Sajedeh


	11
	What don’t you like in being at school?

I like school and there isn't anything that I don't like to do at school.
Sarah Mollaee

Standing some staffs and wasting my time by studying some lessons that I really dislike.
Sajedeh


	12
	What makes you happy at school? 

At school there is nothing more pleasant than getting a good mark in an exam.
Sarah Mollaee

Being with my intimate friends and having fun and studying my favorite lessons. 
Sajedeh



                                              

     

