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Paideuma does exist wherever a person goes. A man characteristic is base on his experience in the world which he learned from his environment and the people surrounding him. If a man’s environment or the people surrounding him were to slightly change while he was growing up he might not be the same person he is today. The people surrounding a man have more of an impact on the man’s characteristic then the environment. The environment decides the man’s way of life and how meets his basic requirements.�       The people surrounding a man can teach him the difference between right and wrong. When children are young the people who play the most influential role is the parents. To this day most of this generation have the exact same characteristic as our parents mainly because that is how children have been taught for the most part of life. For example stealing would be consider right if a person was starving and was illiterate compare to a person who was a doctor. From early childhood to the present everyone tries to teach their children what the right thing is, but what really is consider right? A man’s characteristic also reflects upon his way of life. If the same man was raised by two completely different people he would turn out different because he had inherited skills and information for survival in different ways meaning he would face challenges differently.�       The environment changes the way the man meet basic needs and requirements. By comparing the differences between Romania and Canada people can see many things that are not similar. In Canada it is a must to know how to speak, read, and write English or French, but not as needed as Greek because not everyone there speaks French or English. English was not a native language in Romania, but in Canada it was adopted �after the Europeans have came and “conquer” the land. People would only learn things necessary for survival. If communicating was not needed people would not even speak to each other or even needed a way to communicate. If the climate was different people would also react differently. Many people in the southern countries probably never even felt or taste snow, except an imitation.�       There are many words for Paideuma, but they all mean the same thing. People deny they are influenced by their surrounding, but it can be shown in the actions of a person. The people and the environment where a person lives can effect their way of thinking, their actions, and how they treat others and how they adapt. Most people are pretty similar to the people around them and their environment.�       I personally do believe in “Paideuma”. The place in my life had influence my life in many ways. I would not be the same person I am today if it weren’t for my family and friends. My friends leaves the deepest mark on my character. Friends and family influence us in the end. The place we live in influences us. Paideuma does exist and it cannot be denied not matter what you think. Rarely a person is effected by their surrounding.�











I don’t believe in paideuma. Of course, environment influences us. We live in different parts of the world, we live in different climatic regions, and we eat different food, even we breath different air in big cities and in small towns. All these factors influence our health and our characters. Scientists say the Eskimo people have little cholesterol in their blood because they eat raw fish. People, who live in the south, are quick, and those who live in the north are steady as their severe climate is. People who live in the rural regions are calmer then people in big cities. People surrounding us also influence us and our tastes.�


People and environment can’t change the main traits of character. I mean those that are in our genes. My friend Ruslan is always in a good mood. He is always ready to laugh at anything. I think if he was born in Africa or Antarctica he would be the same. Ruslan likes rock music. He plays the guitar and takes part in rock festivals. But most  of all he likes his bicycle and spends all his free time in his garage. My other classmate Roman is a good footballer. He has been playing football since he was 5 years old. I think he would go in for sports in any place. Perhaps if he was born in the USA he would play baseball. If he was born in a poor family in New York he would play �street basketball.��       To my mind, the place where you were born influences your future. I don’t think Roman would be a famous footballer. He wouldn’t have a chance to be a good football player if he stays here. Ruslan won’t be a famous rock musician. They will be engineers or economists and their dreams won’t come true. But a person always has a chance to change his/her fate. One must have a will to do something. 


For example, Maria Curie was born in Warsaw in a family of a teacher. Her wish was to study at the Sorbonne in Paris. Yet she had not enough money to live on. She lived in a bare attic in the poorest quarter of Paris. She changed her place of living and her status and finally she changed her fate.�(Ilya Makavkin, Russia, Kortkeros)








�
I believe in Paideuma. People living in a city and in a village are very different. You’ll ask “Why?” Because they live in different places and they have different style of�life, different interests.  I live in a small town and it gives me my style of life. Let's see what there will be if I was born in another place. It is a big city. I’m one of many little people in a big city, I can’t do things that I do now and can do things that I can’t do now. Of course my character will be different.  If I was born in the south even in my country there will be many changes in my character too. Why? Of course, it is a style of life, food  that you eat and other things.�But not only a place influences  your life. There is one very important thing more- it is social community. Why is it important? How do you think who you would be if you were born in an alcoholic family or in family of scientists? Or your friends: well-bred pupils or kids who spend all their free time in the street. For different people these factors make different influence but they are important for everybody. For me social factor plays a bigger role. Why? Because many things I do depend on other people.�I think you agree'll with me. 


(Vitali Razmanov, Kortkeros, Russia)














PAIDEUMA�The influence that the place you were born has over your life.��The authority that the place you were born in has over your life is no doubt, undeniable. The past is always a part of our lives, no matter how unfortunate, and it’s also something we need to learn to embrace, one time or another, one way or another. 92% of the students in my tenth grade French class that were born elsewhere agree. Since we were young, we have been moulded and shaped into the people we are today by outer influences, such as our environment, the people around us, and many more...As we grow older, and our ‘wisdom’ comes with time, we learn to be more centered in regards to our core, so the main influence is ultimately ourselves, because more things start to come from within. However, we still carry on our past experiences wherever we go, either in the form of a permanent chip on our shoulder, in the arming of will and determination or simply, certain parts of our lifestyle.��Personally, I feel as though everything I encounter, witness, and feel, influences me. I was born in Albania, moved to Greece when I was three, then moved to Canada when I was seven. I go back to Albania regularly and every time I go, I look around and think, “I could have never come from a place like this”.  No offense intended to my beautiful home country, but the lack of electricity in the wintertime, the yet-to-be-fully-taken-advantage-of seashores with great touristic potential and the polluted streets are not exactly a 15 year-old Canadian citizen’s cup of tea. However, these simple descriptions do not overshadow the striking antique landmarks and naturally stunning beaches, and better yet, my family and memories that have taken place there. That is where I come from, meaning, no matter how much more civilized and open-minded I think I am �than “these people”, no matter how much better I’ve got it in Canada, I’ll always be a stereotypical poverty-stricken, doing-my-best-with-wha t-I’ve-got, sometimes violent, Albanian. But on the other hand, I’ll also be the granddaughter of the survivors of Communism, Mother Theresa’s neighbour, the owner of an unsurprisingly naturally athletic body (no matter how much I eat) and stereotypically “very” industrious. So I’m not complaining.��I believe that the only thing giving our lives any direction is our choices. Destiny is a merely desperate excuse for bad judgment and blind decision-making. 71% of students in my ridiculously smart French class agree. My theory is this: life is about being aware and opening your eyes to the conceivable, the inconceivable and the dependable, the latter one being key. The conceivable is the everyday achievable, and the inconceivable are the unachievable facts that science and logic has pronounced impossible�since or before you have been born. The dependable is where: result = effort towards result x probability,�the only category with variables, where their values are isola ted, factored, and solved by you.�





L'autorité et l’influence que l'endroit nous étions né a dans votre vie est sans aucun doute, indéniable. Le passé est toujours une partie de nos vies, n'importe pas comment malheureux, et c'est aussi quelque chose nous a besoin d'apprendre embrasser, un temps ou un autre. 92% des étudiants dans ma classe française en�dixième année qui étaient née consentent. Puisque nous étions jeunes, nous avons été formés dans les gens que nous sommes aujourd'hui par les influences�extérieures, comme notre environnement, les gens autour de nous, et beaucoup plus...Quand nous grandissons plus vieux, et notre « sagesse » venait avec le temps, nous apprenons que nous devons être centré plus dans notre centre, donc l'influence��principale est nous, parce que plus de choses commençaient à venir de notre âme. Mais, toujours, chaque jour, nous continuons  enregistrer nos expériences passées où que nous allons, sous en forme d'un fragment permanent négative sur notre épaule, été armé de volonté et  de détermination ou simplement, les certaines parties de notre manière de vivre.�


Selon moi, je me sens que tout que je rencontre, témoin, et me sens, m’influences. Je suis née dans l'Albanie, déménagé à Grèce quand j’avais trois ans, et a déménagé à Canada quand j'avais sept ans. Je visite à l'Albanie régulièrement et chaque temps je vais, je regarde l’environnement là et pense, « je n'aurais jamais venir d'un endroit comme ici ». Avec aucune offense intentionnelle pour mon beau pays natale, le manque d'électricité dans l'hiver, les plages inutilisé (qui ont le grand potentiel pour tourisme) par les autrement personnes que les Albanais et quelques autres européens  et les rues polluées n'est pas exactement une tasse de thé pour une citoyen canadienne de 15 ans. Mais, ces descriptions simples n'éclipsent pas les repères antiques, les plages magnifiques, et plus l’importante, ma famille et mes�mémoires qui ont eu lieu là-bas. C'est là où je viens de.�


Je crois  que la seule chose que donnent nos vies la direction est nos choix. La destinée est simplement une excuse désespérée pour le mauvais jugement et le�décisionnel négligent. 71% d'étudiants dans ma classe de française ridiculement intelligente, consentent. Ma théorie est ceci : la vie est pour être conscient, flexible, ouvert ton yeux pour voir le concevable, l'inconcevable et le fiable, le dernier l'un est la clé. Le concevable est les choses que nous faisons aujourd'hui et toujours, et l'inconcevable est les choses qui ne sont pas faisable parce que science et la logique ont prononcé ces choses impossible puisque ou avant que vous êtes nés. Le fiable est où : le résultat = l'effort vers le résultat x la probabilité, la seule catégorie avec les variables, où leurs valeurs viennent de vous.








       





     





       Paideuma exister ou que une personne alle. Une homme characterisitic est base sur le sien experience dans la monde lequel il apprende de le sien environnement et les gens entourer lui. Si une homme environnement ou les gens entourer lui etaient legerement de changer pendant que le sien grandir en heut il ne pouvu pas meme personne aujourd’hui. Les gens entoure une homme impact les characterisitic plus alors environnement. L’environnement decide une homme mode de vie et comment rencontu besoins fondamentaux.�       Les gens entoure une homme apprendre lui le �difference entre bon et mauvais. Quand enfants est jeunes, les gens qui joue le beaucoup role influent est les parents. Aujourd’hui plus de generation avoir exacte meme characterisitic comme nos parents principalement parce-que les enfants apprende dans la vie. Pour exemple voler est considerer bon si une personne mourir de faim et illetre comparer une personne qui est une medecin. De tot enfance a aujourd’hui tout enseigne les enfants que est bon, mais quel est bon? Les characteristics aussi refleter la vie de le homme. Si une homme augmentation par duex different personne le homme est different parce-que le homme apprende different competences.�       L’environnement change la facon une homme rencontre fondamental besoins. Par comparer les difference de Romania et Canada les gens regardent beaucoup difference. Dans Canada vous apprendez parler, a lu, et ecrire l'anglais ou francais, mais necessaire pour anglais ou francias dans Romania. Anglais est natal pas dans Romania, mais Canada adopte anglais. Les gens apprendent necessaire pour survie. Si communiquer pas necessaire les gens ne parlent pas. Si climat est different les reactions aussi different. Beaucoup gens dans meridional pays regarder pas neige.�       Beaucoup mot pour “paideuma”, mais une sens. Les gens nier est influence par entourer, mais les actions les spectacles il. Les gens et l’environnement quand une personne vie affecter les penser et les action. La plupart des gens sont assez similaires aux gens autour d'eux et leur environnement.�       J’ai croiu dans paideuma. L’endroit ou j’ai vie influence mon vie. Je ne serais pas la même personne que je suis aujourd'hui si pas pour ma famille et mes amis. Mes amis partent la marque la plus profonde sur mon caractère. Les amis et la famille nous influencent dans la fin. L'endroit que nous habitons influences nous. Paideuma existe et il ne ete pas nier  que vous pensez. Rarement une personne a effectuee par l’entourer.








Larz, Andrew, Krystal, Kristi


    We believe that Paideuma does exist wherever you are and does impact a person from where they are born.   If a man was born fifty miles away his character could be somewhat different from a man who is born one mile away.  The difference would not be very large though, unless one man was on one side of the world, and another on the other side.  Also, the people that you grow up with, are definitely the people that influence our lives.  For example, trends, fads, and anything that grows to be popular will be followed by other people, only because other people are following them too.    When a person is born, the place that they are born influences the person by their language, characteristic, traits, how they speak, and how they react and adapt to a different area.  In the United States, the South is different from the North, and from the East, and the West.  Many states in our country are bilingual in their languages.  Many people from our school and our area alone come from different countries and speak many languages.  Our backgrounds are all different from each other, and how we speak, and build up our cultures.  If people were born in a different country, the culture would probably be totally different.  Therefore changing the our characteristics that we have.  Social environment has an additional effect on our characters.  The friends, acquaintances, or buddies that we have will change how we react to others, and have a huge influence on us.  “Hanging out” is a term often used which means spending time with others.  The time spent with these people takes on a huge part of our life, which relates to paideuma.  


    One book we read this year called Cry, the Beloved Country was written by Alan Paton.  The story focused on the life of a particular family, and how tragic events occur frequently and unexpectedly.   The main character Stephen Kumalo traveled through many different areas hoping to find certain family members that moved to a desolate town, Johannesburg. Even though Stephen moved through various places, his culture and tradition remained the same.    Family also had a huge influence on Stephen Kumalo’s life, even though he had been separated from them for a long stretch of time.  The people that we live with for all of our lives impact how we grow up.  This also relates to reality, and how family leaves the most realistic mark on how we act, look, and interact. 


    Another book that we read was called Things Fall Apart written by Chinua Achebe during the decolonization of Africa. The main character, Okonkwo, was a predominant clansman and was highly acknowledged and valued.  Throughout Okonkwo’s life, he had many rituals in his tribe, such as telling fables and tales passed on by word of mouth, sitting on goat skin mats, and drinking kola nuts (used to make soft drinks, and contains caffeine), just to name a few.  These examples were preserved throughout all the tribes and are different from the daily matters that occur in our lives.  The fact that the story took place in Africa shows that a culture does influence your lives.  Even if anyone were to move, they would still practice these rituals and speak their language.                                            


   Personally, we believe that the place we are born does influence our lives in several incredible ways.  We have all heard stories from our elders, or aquaintences about moving from one country to another.  The backgrounds of these people seem different from ours, in how they grew up, were educated, and the decisions that they made, and the setting overall.  One states’ appearance differs from the appearance of another state in the same country.  The various oceans and bodies of water, grasses, houses, buildings, trees, objects, etc.  Overall, we believe that location affects inner being.  














Thank you, dear friends, for all your messages! We hope that you enjoyed being part of this project as much as we did!





Best Regards, 


“Mihai Viteazul” Highschool, Romania
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