University Prep Seattle, WA, USA

6th Grade Geography Classes

Sponsoring Teacher: Mark Cullen

Places and Perspectives

“Through Each Others’ Eyes”

I 

What is unique and distinctive about your country’s culture?

What symbols of your culture are most familiar or recognizable?

KOROLEV, RUSSIA

“A foreign country teaches you to love your own. Go and marvel at foreigners and return with a Russian heart.”

Russian soul is a unique feature that allows Russian people to survive wars and upheaval and adversity.

Russian symbols:  Matryoshka dolls
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The birch tree
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Wichita, Kansas

What is unique and distinctive about your country’s culture? 

(culture is hard to define for some – this is the first thing that this group thought of. Some of the other students mentioned that we are very kind, helpful and clean. – Mrs. Higgins)
The things that are unique and distinctive about are country’s culture are our religions which are all branches of Christians, Jewish, catholic, Lutheran, and Baptists. Another unique and distinctive thing about our country’s culture is our race. The races we have are white\American, black\African American, Hispanics, Chinese, Japanese, and Vietnamese, just to name a few. 

What symbols of your culture are most familiar or recognizable?

(I think this group read this as Kansas and not as the US. This might be good for Seattle, since they already are familiar with the U.S. symbols! ()

The symbols of our culture are the ones that represent the state or country. Like the state of Kansas symbols are the buffalo, western meadowlark, cottonwood tree, the honeybee, sunflower, ornate box turtle, barred tiger salamander, and our state song is “ home on the range”. These are our symbols. The buffalo is the state mammal. The western meadowlark is the state bird. The cotton wood tree is the states tree that produces cotton. Our state insect is the honeybee we have many of them here. The sunflower is our state flower it is yellow with a brown middle. The ornate box turtle is the state reptile also the

Miass, Russia

One of the most famous and recognizable symbols of our culture are Matryoshka dolls, garmoshka (musical instrument).

Ontario, Canada

Canada is a very unique country, it is famous for its mixtures of different cultures and languages, also it us a very piece full country.

The symbol that we are most familiar with is the maple leaf (as you might have heard). The maple leaf symbol is on the Canadian flag; also we have lots of maple trees in Canada.
Trinidad

We have many varied people in our country. They all participate in each others festivals. Everyone’s culture has something influenced by one of the other cultures. For example the Indian cooking is also influenced by the Creole style.

“Through Each Others’ Eyes”

[image: image1.wmf][image: image24..pict]KOTHARI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

NOIDA- INDIA

[image: image25..pict][image: image26..pict]
The most unique tradition you find (any foreigner) in our India is – we worship all the elements of  nature - plants, water, mountains, Sun , Moon , stars , animals, wind, rain  etc., we revere them as Gods to show our gratefulness towards their contribution in our survival and happiness.

Special symbols of our culture are-Our Dress – mostly colourful – irrespective of the religions Indian women are found in either Sari or Salwaar  on festivals and other traditional occasions.

Men and women wear (mostly women) Bindi (vermillion mark) on their foreheads[image: image27..pict][image: image28.png]
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II

What are the economics of your region?

What types of occupations are typical of students’ parents at your school?
Do any of your students work for income?

Korolev, Russia

Moscow Region is famous for its scientific potential. The main industry is space-rocket building. The first artificial satellite, the first space station, the first manmade spaceship were built in Moscow Region in our city of Korolev.  Most parents of our students work in space industry. Our students don’t work for income.
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Wichita, Kansas

Education is a big part of life in Kansas because you have work. We also have a lot of air craft and hospitals in Kansas. (the main industries in Kansas are aircraft, medical, education and farming…and close to that order)

My mom works as a secretary in the school district and my dad puts in televisions in peoples houses.  Some of our parents work as a barber or work at Westar or build airplanes for Kansas.  

Usually kids like us can only mow peoples yards or baby sit for money. We can’t work until we are 16 or older. Some of us that are 16 and older work at McDonalds or other food places for our first job.   

Miass, Russia

Automobile Plant Ural
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Our region is industrial. In our city there’s Automobile plant which produces trucks Ural, there’s also a  joint venture plant Iveco-UralAz, State Rocket Center and many other plants where our students’parents work. 

Occupation – engineers. 

Our students don’t work. The law doesn’t  allow students under 16 to work.

Ontario, Canada

The biggest economics of our region is car manufacturing. Lots of people work in factories to either manufacture car parts of to assemble, because Canada has a high demand for cars. Also 

Like any other countries we have doctors, lawyers, teachers, government workers. 
Canada has lots of job choices and opportunities so IL just name some of the jobs that they have: computer engineer, machine operator, doctor, engineer, house sales man, and lots of other jobs

Student in our school cannot work for income in stores or offices because we are not old enough, but we can always baby-sit, shuffle snow, trim lawns for people for income.

Trinidad

We have a capitalist and free enterprise system. Currently the Caribbean is moving towards a block formation called the Caribbean Single Market and Economy (CSME).

Typical occupations are doctors, lawyers, engineers, government officials, diplomats, lecturers and teachers, police and defence force as well as entrepreneurs.

One percent of the school population may work for additional income.

India

Our region is prosperous as it is a City. But towns and villages are not very developed.

Most of the parents are businessmen and servicemen. Parents of play school and pre primary classes are belong to software fields and  corporate firms.

No- No students work for income.

III 

What is your typical day like at school?

What is your typical day like at home during a vacation or on the weekend?

And for the boarding school students in Nigeria and Trinidad and Tobago, what is the communication with your family like? How often do you see them?

Korolev, Russia

ONE DAY OF MY LIFE.

Hello everybody. My name is Eliven I am from Russia. I am 15. I want to tell you about one day of my life. It is Friday. I get up at 7 o’clock, after I wash my face. After I have my breakfast I go to my school at 8 o’clock. I meet with my fiends and we talk about what we will do at night. I learn for 5 hours. My best friends are my classmates and if I have problems they always help me.

After school I walk with my friends. At night I and my friends go on the disco. At 12.00 p.m. I go to bed. 

                                     MY FRIENDS                  [image: image12.jpg]



Kansas

Well, our school has a program called “Books and Breakfast”. You go there if you get to school before 8:00am.You can go to the library and read, work on homework or get on the computers. Then you can go eat, if you don’t want to eat then go back to the library. Then the bell will ring and you go to your first hour. We have a black schedule where on Monday, Wednesday we go to Language Arts, math, science OR social studies and one of our exploratory classes. Tuesday, Thursday we go to Language Arts, math, science or social studies (whichever one we didn’t do to the other days) and the other exploratory class. On Fridays we go to all classes. Each class Monday – Thursday is 80 minutes long. At 12:00 we go to lunch. You get to choose your lunch and eat with your friends for about 20 minutes, then you have like 30 minutes of recess and we get to play for awhile. Then we go back to our class and do our work. After school we can either go to after school Recreation or go home. Oh yea, I forgot about our exploratory classes! We have a choice of music, leadership, P.E, home economics, Spanish, computers, art, band or orchestra.  

During the weekend’s at home ROCK’S!! You get to sleep in, go to fun places, you get to stay up late and go to your friend’s house or your friend can come over.

A typical day on vacation is fun! You get to go to hotels and swim in the summer and maybe even bring small pets and you can play with them and could go to the park. After your fun filled day you all crawl into a bed and have yourself a nice bed rest!

Miass, Russia
Our students’ typical day is very ordinary. They usually wake up at 7 a.m. Their school starts at 8 a.m. They all live within 10-15 min. walk. They stay at school till 2p.m.After school some of them attend music school, some do sport ( swimming, athletics, football).
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Hi, I am Tanya. I am 12. I get up at 7 o ‘clock. I wash my face, make my bed and then have breakfast. I walk to school because it is not far from my house. At school I usually 5-6 lessons every day. My hobbies are reading and drawing. My friends say that I am very good at it. Do you like drawing? Bye, Tanya.
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During vacation they usually go to visit their grandparents.

Their favorite activity on the weekend is hanging out with their friends, shopping and watching TV.

Ontario, Canada

A typical day at our school would start off with a reading period which lasts 20min first thing in the morning, then we would have our first three periods which lasts 40 min ea, after that we have Daily Physical activities for 20 min (there are activities that are planed for us, to make sure we get the exercises we need every day), then lunch for 1 hour (after we eat inside for 20min we go outside and almost what ever we want for 40 min), then the fun is over… we then have reading time (we read quietly for 15 min which usually gets pretty loud), after that we have 2 more periods also 40 min each. Then finally after school.

On the weekend for me is very miserable. On Saturdays I have to spend 2 hours on violin practice and lesson first thing, then Chinese school (which I don’t think is necessary since I am in Canada). Both of that would take up a good half chunk of my day, then I go to church, by the time I get home it would be late, then I play games or call my friends over for 2 hours then I go to bed. Sundays are a little bit better, after I wake up I go to Sunday church, then I have to go grocery shopping with my mom which takes like 4 hours but I get paid a amazingly low amount of money $10, then I come home finish my homework then off to bed I go.
Trinidad

A typical day at my school starts of with either general assembly with the whole school or class assembly within individual classes. Then there are three teaching periods,  a ten minute break, two teaching periods and a forty five minute lunch break followed by three teaching periods in the afternoon before dismissal.

A typical day for most of us at home involves finishing home work, chores and playing with our friends. Some of us may have additional classes or responsibilities such as helping to take care of grandparents or younger brothers or sisters. 

In Trinidad and Tobago we do not have boarding schools at the secondary level. We have private schools where there are day students. For trinbagonians who are in secondary boarding schools abroad, families keep very close contact through email, telephone and home visits. Most children come home on holidays.

India

We wake up early, take bath, wear uniform, take school bag and come to school by 8AM. Breakfast and Lunch is provided in the school.Till 4PM we have various school activities and come back home. 

We eat some snacks and play in the park or ground with friends. We study for some time and watch TV. We take dinner with our parents and sleep by 10PM.

During vacations, we wake up late. After breakfast we go to play with our friends and come back at lunch. Some times we go to visit places or for shopping with our families.

IV

To what extent is your extended family part of your life?

How often do you interact with grandparents, aunts and uncles, and cousins?

What role do they play in your life?

Korolev, Russia

MY EXTENDED FAMILY

Hello my name is Eliven I am 15 I live in Russia I have 21 cousins.

Most of my cousins live in Azerbaijan. It’s a country in the Caucasus. Others live in Russia. I have only one granny, other grandmothers and grandfathers died. I can meet my cousins from Azerbaijan only in summer. I love my cosines but it’s very sad I can not see them everyday. I think if you have a lot of relatives, it is joy because if I have some problems I call my cousin and ask for his help. And he helps me. Sometimes I have funny fights with my cousins because I love them. If you have the big family you have to take care of them because it is your support. I think that all cousins have to be together.

My extended family

My name is Tanya.

Relatives give us only nice memory. Personally, I love my relatives. We have friendly relationship. I think everybody must respect their close people. My relatives often come to see us and we are always glad to see them. I have very close relationship with my cousin. Some years ago she had to live with us for a while. Since then we have been best friends. I think relatives play a very important role in our life. Who else can help you to solve your problem?

And we must remember this I can say honestly. I love my relatives!

      To what extent is your extended family part of your life? Kansas

How often do you interact with grandparents, aunts and uncles, and cousins?

What role do they play in your life? 

(This is true of many of our students, but the opposite is true as well. We have many kids who live with their extended family members because their parents are “out of the picture.” We also have many students who live with their parents, but have grandparents who are very actively involved in their lives. – Mrs. Higgins)

I hardly see my grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. I would usually see them every two years. But they sometimes send letters in the mail and maybe a package. Sometimes I would see my cousins. But when I do I do not even know who they are. For thanksgiving I see my big brother’s grandma. So they don’t really play a role in my life.  (By Jessica Harwood)

Miass, Russia
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Hi, I am Dasha. We are 4: stepfather, mum , a baby sister and me. We love each other. I like to play with my baby sister. She is funny. I often visit my grandparents.
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Ontario, Canada

   My family is very separated from each other, I go back to china to visit my relatives (all my relatives are in china) every 2 to 3 year, but I call them regularly about once a week.

   When I was little my grandmother and grandfather looked after me a lot (which is equal to extra $ for junk food toys and etc), they also guild me through life since their way more experienced then I am.

Trinidad

To a very great extent we have many extended families at Hillview College.

We interact very frequently. Grandparents, aunts and uncles act as parents also and cousins are like brothers and sisters.

India

    Some of us are having joint families where we stay along with our grand parents and their other children and their families. All of us have our grand parents either staying with us or visiting us now and then. 

We meet our grand parents , aunts , uncles and cousins on occasions like marriages , deaths and festivals. But we interact regularly and be in touch through emails and telephones
We love them and we look forward meeting them on all occasions. Now-a- days many people are going abroad and we miss those.

V.

Global Warming

a. Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your country?

b. Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your local community/town/city?

c. Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your school?

d. Are there any steps your school takes to reduce its carbon emissions? To recycle? To save energy?

e. What evidence, if any, is there of global warming in your country?

f. Are there any schools in our circle for issue whom global warming is not an issue?

Korolev, Russia

Global warming is one of the most important issues in our your country as well in our city. Our actions towards working on this problem are realized through the code of principals of the citizen of Korolev city

The code of principals of the citizen of Korolev city

. 

The city of Korolev is my home.

 
I must preserve its historical, cultural and economic heritage.

I take an active part in all activities to make my city prosperous.

I consider the city issues as my own problems.

My ideas and actions to improve the environment are realized through “The program of the development of the city”.

I am a representative of my city. I form its image and protect its honor. 

Port Said, Egypt


Thanks, and thanks for your students. I like the graduation of the topics that you asked about in your request from the interest country with global warming, to the local community and then to the school, also the individual. Each must have a role in this environmental problem. But global warming is an international problem, We have take into consideration the role of United Nations and the situation of developed countries like U.S., do think increasing the awareness between people and encouraging the environmental and social organizations is enough, or we need international collaboration to solve this problem ? 

Here is the response of my students for your questions: 

- Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your country?
  The Ministry of Environment and Environmental Affair Agency have roles in all environmental problems. 

- Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your local community/town/city? 
 * In our city there are some recycling activities that reduce 
   the emissions, and many cars use the natural gas instead of 
   benzene 

- Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your school? 
 * Increasing the awareness of students and some environmental 
   activities and the collaboration with environmental affairs agency 
- Are there any specific steps your school takes to reduce its carbon emissions? To recycle? To save energy? 
 * In our school we make researches and conferences in all of these 
   topics

Wichita, Kansas

This question received very little feedback from the students. They are not exposed to this topic much, so I will try my best to answer from the Wichita, Kansas view more than the American view (since you are aware of that view being in Washington).

· Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your country? 

· Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your local community/town/city? In Wichita we don’t hear about it much. There are a few local ad campaigns that push recycling, but that is about it. Greensburg, Kansas (where the most recent F5 tornado hit) is being rebuilt as the first ALL Green town in Kansas. We do hear about what they are doing in the town to help with the issue of global warming…it is easier to do when you have to build from ground up anyway…still very costly from what I understand.
· Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your school? Again, we don’t talk much about it at our school. We do recycle paper and aluminum cans, but that is about it. We do have a school in our district that is an Environmental Magnet school and this is their main focus.
· Are there any steps your school takes to reduce its carbon emissions? To recycle? To save energy? We recycle cans and paper. We do have the option to run our lights at three different power levels: 100%, 60% or 40%. I always run mine at 40% for many reasons…but there are still many teachers who feel they need to use 100% power. 
· What evidence, if any, is there of global warming in your country?

· Are there any schools in our circle for whom global warming is not an issue? Thank you so much for bringing this subject to light for myself and my students. Trying to work through these questions made us all realize we need to be a bigger part of the solution, and we could start right here at our school with more awareness!
Miass, Russia

Miass is situated in the center of Russia, in the Urals. We can’t say that here in the Urals we suffer from global warming. We have noticed that winters got a bit warmer and autumns became milder and drier. Because we live in an industrial zone there are eco problems in our town. Different measures are taken place to keep our nature and town clean. “Clean Water Marathon” is held every year, it has become a tradition when all the citizens and famous sportsmen from different cities come to Miass to take part in a long distance marathon along the streets of Miass and the lake Turgoyak. Due to different measures  taken by our town authorities the level of water in the Turgoyak has risen. Last year students of our school took part in a  Clean City Model contest and won the first prize.
Ontario, Canada

· Global warming is a big issue in Canada because right on top of Canada is the North Pole and it’s melting rapidly and it’s going to flood some part of Upper Canada.

· Our city is very worried by global warming, our government yearly comes up with new laws to reduce pollution caused by cars, factories, etc so they don’t pollute the whole world.

· Global warming is very a big issue in our school, every year our when we go out side for recess we can notice the weather changing rapidly for example last month it went down to 4 degrees and the next day it went up to a high 27 which was shocking.

· Our school recycles all paper and plastics, we are always told to turn off the lights when we are not in the room to save energy.

· One of the evidences are there are new species of birds and animals coming to P.E.I and other places in Canada that was never seen before.

· No, everyone on earth is affected by global warming.

Trinidad

Global warming is of theoretical importance to our country. In our town or city mainly schools focus on issues of global warming. At our school global warming is becoming a very big issue. We have involved our students in several co-curricular programmes such as Iearn’s Natural Disasters and we have a local recycling paper and plastic bottles at our school. We also have a Globe kit through which we monitor rainfall and temperature. We still have to convince our school to conserve energy by not leaving on so many lights during the day and night.

Yes!!! Recent years have produced drier dry periods an drier wet periods. The rainy season now starts later and are shorter. During the dry season we often have more water shortages. Some perennial streams have also dried up and coupled with climate change as well as land use we see desertification

India

· Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your country?

· Our country has undertaken many projects to bring awareness in people about global warming and actions to reduce it by promoting afforestation, reducing the usage of harmful gases that increase air pollution
· Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your local community/town/city?

· Our town has kept banners everywhere - Clean Noida- Green Noida. Many recycling units have started. There are many NGOs and Youth Organisations working on cleaning Yamuna River waters .
· Of what importance is the issue of global warming to your school?

· Are there any steps your school takes to reduce its carbon emissions? To recycle? To save energy?

· Our school has taken many activities regarding this.
a. Every month we have a theme of the month basing on which we plan all the activities 
· (teaching/non teaching). Themes of Global perspective like, Acts of kindness, Peace, Think Global Act Local , Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ( World is but one Family) will be chosen . Activities are designed basing on Multiple Intelligences.
b. We stopped using polybags .
c. We have taken a oath to celebrate Diwali without or very little crackers.
d. We use Eco-Friendly Ganesha to immerse in Yamuna during Ganesh Chaturdhi Festival.
e. We reduced wastage of paper and are about to start a recycle unit and a vermin compose in our school premises.
f. Every student takes the responsibility of saving energy by putting off the lights, fans , computers when not using .


· What evidence, if any, is there of global warming in your country?

· Yes, there are many evidences of global warming in our country-
· We are experiencing frequent change of extreme weathers.

· We have been hearing news of the extinct animal species due to global warming.

· Many new diseases are reported  

· There is rise in temperature. Four years back the maximum temperature recorded in Summer here was 45 0c and last year it was 510c 

· Are there any schools in our circle for whom global warming is not an issue?

     At present in India, every school either Government or Private is trying to promote Global Warming and other issues about the present state of our Universe. Difference is between Talking and Doing !

Thank You from Seattle!!!

We are very grateful to all the members of our Learning Circle, 

and we want to thank all the students and their sponsoring teachers.

Korolev, Russia – Margarita Astakhova

Wichita, Kansas – Meagan Higgins

Miass, Russia – Rimma Zhukova

Mississauga, Ontario, Canada – Steeves James

Trinidad and Tobago – Yema Jaikaran

Noida, India – Vijaya Modali

Port Said, Egypt – Gaber Hassan

Langepas, Russia - Valentina Belousova

Sagamu, Ogan State, Nigeria - Olalekan Adeeko

Special Thanks to Barry Kramer

Learning Circles Coordinator for iEARN
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