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Our Project Idea:

Name of the project: What My Country Is for Me

Sponsoring Teacher: Andrew Polevik
Sponsor School: Polytechnical Gymnasium #6
City: Minsk
Country: Belarus
Goal of the Project:
· To analyze and consider what your country/nation means for you. 

· To think what place it occupies in your system of values 

· To analyze the notion “My country” for you
· To analyze what it means to be a true citizen of your country for you and for people around you.

Type Of Writing Requested:
Our project includes two parts: writing essays on the topic and filling in the questionnaire.

Why have we chosen this theme?

Our country experiences a difficult period as there is a possibility of an unclear kind of union with another country (Russia) in the future. Many people are uncertain about their priorities, have vague ideas of what their country is for them, which in our situation may influence the future of the country. This situation is very largely connected with our country’s being in this or that degree under the rule of other countries for some centuries.

Nowadays there are some approaches towards the future of the country. The first approach is expressed by patriotic people who stand for sovereignty and development of the Belarusian language and culture. The second is expressed by those who think that the union with the other country may bring some economic benefits. The third is of those who are indifferent towards the future of the country because they either want to leave the country in the future or think that Belarusian culture is not worthwhile. 

We know that, for example, in Europe the attitude towards the European Union is different as well. We understand that European and Belarusian situations are not similar but the problem of correlation of national and global seem to be a topical question all over the world. 

So, it is of great interest for us what your viewpoint of your country is and what your country is for you.

Description Of What You Are Looking For From Other Schools.
In your essays we would like you to answer the following questions:

· What do you value your country for?

· What do I think about when I hear the name of your country? (It could be a wide range of associations including those which appeared in the childhood. E. g. large squares, the house of the government, the parliament, the smell of tasty food on holidays, people who are close to you, sport teams, politicians, famous people, landscape, places of interest, lessons at school, maps, army, religious associations, etc.)
· What does it mean for you and for you countrymen to be a true citizen of your country? What should you do to be one?

Introduction

We started the project “What My Country Is For Me” to learn about the attitude of the participants of the Learning Circles towards nations and countries; and to compare other groups’ attitude with ours. 

It was very beneficial for us to receive your essays and the filled in questionnaires. Your answers really helped us find some differences, reveal some peculiarities of our understanding of what our country is for us and what it is for students from other countries. We hope that considering the theme “What My Country Is For Me” was useful for you as well.  
Great thanks to the groups from the USA, Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran. Personal thanks to Travis L., Malina W, Adil Tarsanto, Fatima Nader, Ghadeer Mahdi, and their teachers. You sent really valuable notes and comments on. Our students enjoyed your sincere essays. It really helped them broaden their outlook and benefited to their comprehension of our own country.
While working over our project “What My Country Is For Me” our students came across the lack of information for their essays. To improve the situation we visited the museum of the Belarusian State University (BSU) and then succeeded to invite a BSU teacher to our gymnasium to speak about Belarusian nobility in the past. The students present at the meeting got to know more about the time of the ancient Belarusian state the Grand Duchy of Lithuania where there were high spiritual standards of the gentry. People who governed the country believed in God and followed high moral principles. It was the time of cultural prosperity and economic well-being. The 16th century is called the Golden Age of Belarusian history (it’s a pity that many Belarusians do not know much about it). Then we learnt about the times when there was a decay of honesty and responsibility which ended in decline of the country and loss of its independence. So, we happened to learn more about ourselves due to the work over the project.
We hope that you will enjoy reading the essays of the participants of the project from different countries of the world and questionnaire results which follow the introduction. 

Andrew Polevik,

A teacher of English

Questionnaire Results

30 students from the USA, Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran, and 83 grade 9 and 10 Belarusian students from our gymnasium took part in filling in the questionnaire. 
To simplify the calculation we added “yes” and “rather yes” answers as well as added “no” and “rather no” answers. In some cases it’s important, but generally it shows the degree of confidence of the same principle direction. 
Now let’s analyze the results of the questionnaire. 

The question “Do you like your country?” was very direct (literal) and thus was supposed to be answered positively by the majority participants. There must be serious reasons to choose a negative answer. And it actually turned out to be true. 97% students from the USA, Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran and 93% students from our gymnasium answered positively with overwhelming “yes” predominance. As you see there is a small difference between Belarusians and students from other countries.
The next question “Do you feel proud of the achievements of your countrymen in different spheres?” shows a more significant difference. 58 % of Belarusian students answered positively, while 87% of those from other countries. 
It’s interesting that 42% of Belarusian negative answers are almost equal to 40% of American ones. 

This question was to help us to see if the love for the country is connected with its achievements. And we may conclude (bearing a sense of humour in mind) that love for the country is more than its achievements. 
Among 6 Belarusian students who do not like their country 3 are proud of the achievements and 3 are not. All of them can easily leave Belarus for a very long period of time. 4 of them do not notice any differences when they communicate with people from other countries. 2 of them admit that their current attitude can influence the future of the country. 
There are three questions connected with the history. And it is these questions where there is the most considerable difference. The influence of the history of the country on the attitude towards it admit 57% of Belarusian students and 80% of the students from other countries. To our mind this point tells about the importance of history and about understanding of the succession between the present and the past. Belarusian students consider the history as much as a quarter less important than their foreign counterparts. 
All 100% (!) of poll participants from the USA, Bahrain, Indonesia, and Iran stated that they would change their attitude to their country in a negative way if it either had always suppressed other countries or had always been under the rule of other countries. We think that is shows that students value their freedom as well as the freedom of other peoples. Students of our gymnasium turned out to be more indifferent with 59% and 54% respectively. Though, it is more than a half. 
It should be mentioned that in these points grade 9 and grade 10 students answered differently. 76 % of grade 9 students would change their attitude to their country in a negative way if it had always been under the rule of other countries, and 63% if it had always suppressed other countries. For grade 10 students figures are much lower, with 49% for both points. It’s difficult to say why. 
All (!) non-Belarusian participants notice their national differences when they communicate with people from other countries with no “rather yes” answers. As for our students, 72% do. 
As we understood later the question “Would it be easy for you to leave your country for a very long period of time?” shows rather attitude towards mobility than towards the country. Besides it is better to ask such a question to people who have got the experience of being out of their own country for a long time. The results are: 53% of Belarusian students and 47% students from other countries believe that they can easily leave their country for a long period of time. It should be mentioned that 14 students from Bahrain (which constitute almost a half of the participants of the poll from other countries) are sure that it would be difficult for them to live their country for a long period of time. But most students from the USA, Indonesia, and Iran hold the different opinion.
Only students of our gymnasium were asked the following questions as they were added to the questionnaire later. 

The question “Do you tell about your country to people who do not know about it when there is an opportunity to do it?” was to show how active our patriotic love for our country is. It was especially actual, as not many people in the world know much about Belarus. The question also indirectly checked the question about the pride of the country and love for it. It turns out that 53% of Belarusian students (among them 46% of grade 10 students, and 66% of grade 9) are ready to speak about their country when there is an opportunity to do it.
One more question is “Do you think that your attitude to your country nowadays can influence its future?” Only 55% of grade 10 students understand that their present attitude to their country can influence its future. Grade 9 students are more responsible with 73%.
Thus, we may conclude that the questionnaire results (and essays) show that most students from the USA, Bahrain, Indonesia, and Iran treat their countries and nations with respect and sympathize them. There are two most frequent associations with the word “country”. Countries are often closely associated with such utilitarian functions their governments fulfill as providing freedom and economic well-being. Almost all associate their countries with home. And it seems to be very optimistic that such things as freedom and justice both for them and for other nations are of great value for students who will become responsible for their countries in the future. As for Belarusian students, their attitude towards their country is not so well-defined. It is most likely connected with historical background, and maybe with the lack of thinking over and discussing this problem.
So, that is how we’ve interpreted the results of the questionnaire. Filled in questionnaires from the groups which took part in the project are put into the attachment. 

Andrew Polevik,

A teacher of English

The USA
What My Country Is for Me: The United States

Is hard to put into words just what my country is for me. I am probably a bit apathetic to the freedoms I have been bestowed. I take it for granted that I am part of the wealthiest nation on the planet. I think most everyone here does.  It’s gotten so far that Americans actually complain about America. Now, I’m not talking about the kind of complaints over policy and little things, that is normal. No nation will ever be perfect, but again, people just forget how lucky they are.  I hear some of my friends complain about George Bush or the White House or different political parties or people or the media or entertainment. All these things are complaints against Americans, not America, but for some reason they don’t distinguish a difference between the two.  I will agree, that if a nations citizens are not industrious or innovative, the country can be associated with its acolyte, but it is in no way defined by them. 

I make this distinction, because I think that the American stereo-type has a lot of accuracy and that it really is pathetic that the richest country in the world is also the laziest. However, in despite of all this, I still find America to be a source of pride.  Why?  Because of the American ideals.  Because of what our flag, our country, represents and the bravery and strength of the men who founded it.  I see America as infinite, but I am afraid that if the American mind set does not revert to that of our fore fathers then their dream, and we are living their dream, will disappear. 

When there is no more patriotism, when there is no more pride, when there is no more freedom, when there is no more God, there is no more America. 
Travis L. 

The United States

My Country Tis of Thee

The United States has always been the melting pot of the world's culture. This combination of peoples and cultures leads to different atmospheres and different views of nationalism.  The United States is associated to me by the flag, the declaration of independence, and the White House. There are many other historical landmarks and places that can also be cited with our history, and for me personally, Bunker Hill is one. Although most other people think of America as land of the apple pies and hamburgers, these smells only remind me of cookouts. The real smell that leads me to my country is firework smoke, as I think of the sparkers and things lit off on July 4.
I feel as if the United States means many different things to many different people. My family is not avid, open lovers. My father has been known to spurt, late on a summer night, “Home of the free baby!” I know to my mother’s side of the family, the United States is a safe haven, where her family came to escape poverty and persecution. My mother is not very affectionate, but it is evident she loves her country because her family is much safer here, then in her homeland. To me, the United States is where I live. I am not devoted to my country, but I do appreciate its ideals and history.  
A true citizen of the United States can have health insurance from the state, and has freedom of speech and religion. They can visit any church they wish, and worship whatever religion. The government is not overly oppressive, and we have if not stable, a financially known background, and can live comfortably. However, with the current situation, the ‘other war’ as I heard it called on BBC, I have no comment to add. 
To me, the United States is a place of freedom and family. We live in the land of the free. Many, many people fight for our country, and they protect all of us, and make us proud. This country has been known to come together in the bad times, and that makes me proud to be a citizen. I think today, there is less nationalism and pride than in the past, but there is still much pride. 
Malina W.,

The United States

Indonesia
My Country Indonesia

What I value my Country is a place that I believe an be a nation that can protect me and my rights as a human being. I also value my country for having a hard working government,(despite for some major setbacks about corruption, collation and nepotism).  It can be my home. Also, I have lived in 3 different countries in my life, but I had to choose one I would choose Indonesia. The other countries are very good countries, but its my homeland. I wouldn’t pick any other place to live.

When I hear the name of my country, I always think of my home town of Jakarta. Which is also the capital city of Indonesia. I always think of the homeless people in the city. But, there is one other thing when I remember my countries name. It’s the food. There so many kind of food in Indonesia, because there are tons of different cultures in this country. 

 

What it means to be a true citizen of my country is it means that I am very proud to be a citizen of an amazing country. With a lot of heritage and different backgrounds to different races. What I would do to be a citizen of this amazing country is I would do whatever it takes to be a citizen of Indonesia.
Adil Tarsanto,

Tenth Grade (X.B),
Indonesia

Bahrain
What Is My Country for Me?
My country is my love and my life. It is something big in my heart .I love it and I really cannot live in any other country. Bahrain is the place where I feel peaceful and happy. When I travel to another country I feel sad and board because my country is my happiness and fun. I wish all the best to Bahrain.
Fatima Nader
Jidhafs Secondary Girls School,

Bahrain
What Is My Country for Me?

Home to anyone is like the sea to the fish, if they get out of water they die. Just like me, I can't get out of my country. It’s my home, the air that I breathe, and even if I did, I know I would be like a dead body without soul if I went away from my country.
My life and my country stick together like two good friends who have promised to be close forever. If I were to live like a queen who had all that she wanted and wished for, but away from my country, I would definitely say “No”, because deep inside I know I would be poor even if I had all the gold on Earth. In reality I may not have gold or may not need it. My country’s sand is my gold, my pearls, is my whole life.

 Ghadeer Mahdi

Jidhafs Secondary Girls School,
Bahrain
Belarus
What My Country Is for Me

I'll not make a mistake if I say that it's very important for everybody to have a place where you can always return wherever you go and where there are people who are waiting for you. Such a place is your home. And if we say "My country" we mean our big home, the home of the whole nation. As well as you cannot imagine yourself without your family and your home, it's impossible to imagine the nation without the country. When we talk about our country we often use the word "Motherland", a beautiful word which connects the dearest person in the life of everyone and the land where we were born and maybe grew up.
So I want to say that every cultured person should love his country and nation and respect its traditions, customs and symbols. As for me, I love my country and I'm proud to be called Belarusian. It's a pity that many people from different countries don't even know about the existence of the Republic of Belarus, some people think that it is a part of Russia and people who live here are Russian. It's strange for me, because I consider my country not worse than the others. We (I mean Belarusian people) have our own special culture, different from cultures of other countries. At last, we have our own language. But not many people know about this fact. Maybe we should accuse ourselves of it, because very few people in our country speak our native language, and also not many people know Belarusian at all. It is said that the nation exists while its language is spoken. So I think we must not forget our language and I hope that people will trouble about this problem and together we'll solve it.
Historically Belarusian people got into a habit to be a part of other countries and nations. But there were good times in our history too. For example, I can remind the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. It was a flourishing age of Belarus, when it didn't depend on other countries. And now we are independent too. And I think it's time to understand that we are free people and only we should create and save our culture so that we could be proud of our country.
Belarus is the country of wonderful nature and wonderful people. Nowhere else you can find such beautiful forests, lakes and rivers. And nowhere else you can find such people. Not accidentally Belarusian people are considered by foreigners very hospitable, polite and generous. Besides that our people are hard-working and considerate. There are also a lot of talented people in our country, and Belarusian education is valued highly in foreign countries. And Belarusian girls and women are considered the most beautiful in the world...
So I'm sure we have a lot of the reasons to be proud of our country. And I think we should remember that we are Belarusians, we should develop our national culture, save our nature and respect other nations and first of all ourselves, our nation, speak our language and do everything possible to be true citizens of our country. And if it is so, very soon every person born in Belarus will be proud of having been born here.

Anna Malaya

Grade 11 B, Polytechnic Gymnasium 6,

Minsk, Belarus

My Country For Me Is…

Every person has his own birth place. Most people love the place where they were born and love the country where they were born. But there are some who dislike. Of course there can be reasons and annoying things. People in some countries live under very poor conditions. Zimbabwe has inflation of about 10000%. Uganda has suffered from violent Civil war for many years. Senseless murders, robberies, lies, food shortages, serious diseases, AIDS… 
Bad economic situation, bad political situation (when you can’t say or write what you think) and bad cultural situation (when people suffer because they forget their language, their culture, and do not know where from and where to they go) are very serious reasons. 
But the country I live in is not only what it is now with the majority of problems.
Every country has its own history. There are no countries with the same history. Some countries in the past were large and powerful but now they have lost their power. Some countries have become very powerful now. There was a big and powerful country – the USSR. All enemies were afraid of this country, but now, you cannot find this country on the political map of the world, because this country collapsed.
My country was powerful in the 15th – 16th centuries when it was called the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. That period has been given the name “The Golden Age of Belarus”. At that time people from Prussia and the Russian wanted to come to our country, because they understood that in our country they could live in safety, freedom and prosperity. But now we have a different picture. We see our citizens go to western and eastern countries, to Russia, to the USA. 
Now I will write about me and my country and about my attitude to my country. I am really proud that I was born in Belarus and I’m a citizen of the Republic of Belarus. This country is giving me education. In this country I spent my childhood which was a really happy and funny time.
I hope that present difficulties are not forever. I think that the main problem is that our country got independence again about 16 years ago. And I believe that in some time our country will become a good, safe, and free place to live. To make it all come true I, as a citizen of the Republic of Belarus, will try to do my best to improve economic and cultural situation in our country. 
So, my country is not only economical problems in the present. It is also its past (and Belarusians have something good in their history they can be proud of). And it is also the future I believe in. 
And, considering the past, the present and the future, I say that I am proud that I’m a citizen of my country: the Republic of Belarus. 
Ales Ivanov, 

Grade 10 “G”, Polytechnic gymnasium №6, 

Minsk, Belarus

What My Country Is for Me

In the central street of the capital you can meet reporters of the national television, who asked people some questions on different topics, for example, social. If  you imagine, that this reporter asked you: “What your country is for you?” Could you give the answer at once?

If a person hears name of any country, in most cases in his head a visual associative form appears right away, for example, Canada – a maple leaf.  It can be not an object, but an event (hockey championship) and famous people. 
“What can you associate your country with?” As for me, it can be a stork (because “land under white wings”), Kupalle and Francisk Scaryna.
Speaking about history, the term «Belaya Russ» was for the first time used in the 12th century. The origin of the name, however, has so far never been precise. Some researchers put it down to the white color of local peasants’ everyday linen clothes and to their fair hair. Others associate it with the direct meaning of the word «belyi» which stands for «clean, non-occupied, free, and independent». The ancestors of the Belarusians were the Krivichi, Radimichi and Dregovichi. They lived in the basins of the Dnieper and the Zapadnaya Dvina rivers where they hunted, fished and farmed.  In the second half of the 13th century the Grand Duchy of Lithuania was formed. At the end of the 18th century Belarus was annexed by Russia. On January 1, 1919 the Revolutionary Workers and Peasants’’ Government of Belorussia proclaimed the formation of the Belorussian Soviet Socialist Republic. In 1922 it became a member of the USSR.  In World War 2 numerous Belarusian villages and towns were burned to ashes, but Belarus has restored its cities and rebuilds its economy. Belarus proclaimed its sovereignty on July 27, 1991. And since then the republic of Belarus has taken its place in Eastern Europe as a new independent state.
I associate my country with Kupalle, because it is one of the mysterious holidays in Belarus. At night, young and old light bonfires not far from their village or town and perform traditional dances, sing folk songs and jump over the fire. One of the culminating moments of the event is the search for a magic fern-flower in the forest. The old legend says this flower blossoms only once a year, on Kupalle, and the one who is lucky to find it will master the language of grass, trees, birds and animals and be happy for the rest of his life. 
Francisk Scaryna was a very educated man. The most important his achievement was the translation of the Bible into the Belarusian language and printing it, first in Prague, and then in Vilna. Skaryna’s Belarusian Bible was the second work printed in the native Slavonic language.
In order to understand, what our country is for us I asked 85 students of my school (form 9 and 10) to answer the questionnaire. As I see, most students are proud of our country; they are interested in its past, the present time and want to take part in its future. They are ready to tell everyone about their country who hasn’t known about it.
For me in particular, my country is in its history, culture, special language, and very optimistic hope for its development in future.
Anastasia Shitikova

Grade 10 “G”, Polytechnic gymnasium №6, 

Minsk, Belarus

What My Country Is For Me

Fatherland… Home... Strange concept with many different approaches of different people in different situations. I can describe it, for example, in the following way: “Mother stuck out of the window of the two-room flat on the second floor. She was calling me (small and foolish) home. At this moment I was knee-deep into sand in an old, half – broken sand-box which seemed to be blue-coloured.” 

Home... We can love it. Some people are inclined to think that we must love it. In fact we probably should. Everything is easier… and maybe more difficult at the same time. I will try to comprehend my own feelings. May be it’s the very time to do it. 

I have hardly felt a sharp need in my country in even one of many minutes of my life both at home and abroad. Possibly there are not any reasons to love this part of Europe. Maybe there are more reasons to hate it. 

I can be bored. I can be bored to death. You may want to hang yourself with a hook on one of numerous state buildings. Being bored you may get eager to stay alone trying to avoid crowded streets with my countrymen feeling as I do. Sometimes I even can’t stand my native language. 

But… Here I remember something different. I remember my uncle visiting us some years ago. He lived in Siberia (Russia). He told me about his life when he lived where I live now. Having finished his story he asked how well I knew my district. I said that I knew all about it. He continued his interrogation and asked if I knew the best way to pass around the large puddle on the way home when it’s raining, how to shorten the way when it was late or you were in a hurry.

I was ashamed. But I said that I knew. It seemed to me that I knew nothing. But some time later, when I remembered this situation I understood – I knew everything! Puddles, paths, even walls with obscene inscriptions on them. I remembered the wall of a nine-storey block of flats along my way to school, and a painted congratulation with the twentieth birthday circled by a heart-shaped figure and addressed to somebody unknown. The surroundings have been imprinted inside my mind forever. You can’t escape from child's memories, and in most cases they are pleasant memories. There’s the sand-box where I stood half-kneed in sand. There’s mom calling me home. (By the way now she seems rather pleasant, not very strict as it seemed.) 

There is one more rather interesting thing. The man, having built cities, having formed countries has limited his space. Many people live the whole life within the boundaries of this space. Some others roam from one place to another. 

But nevertheless we always try to create space. In other words we try to restrict our space to create a place where we feel comfortable. We are aimed to create Home. It is inside us. This wish is inside us. Longing for establishing home is one of the strongest. But the idea about what a good home is, and what good is, is based on the particular place you lived in and is always connected with what this place is like. You are a part of it irrespective of your attitude towards it. It means that you cannot but love your home even when you hate it. 

Sometimes I am riding a bike in my neighborhood listening to the music in the headphones. You are not thinking about bad things, you are not thinking about the reality which you will have to face either tomorrow or maybe in 20 minutes. You may be called “the damned teens” or anything like this without any particular reason by an old woman in the tram. It is the thing you are living with, putting up with it and despite all this not being sorry about anything. All that is around us adds something special and unique to the mentality of the nearby people and your own mentality as well.

I have the last question to consider: can I be proud of my country and its history and should I? In my opinion pride isn’t important in this situation. And patriotism is not beautiful slogans and thoughts of sport victories. The great philosopher Immanuel Kant, in his work the "Metaphysics of Morals" dedicated to the will and duty, wrote that philanthropy mustn’t be the instrument of achieving something else. It simply must be. If we paraphrase his theory, patriotism mustn’t depend on victories and defeats or features of mentality. It simply must be. It’s natural for a person.

May be my country, my street, my city are not the best in the world for life. But anyway it is the point, from which I must begin moving forward. Anyway my following actions will be marked with the seal, which we all were marked – Belarus. And I hope it will be the seal I won’t feel ashamed for and I will try not to let this seal be associated with a stigma.
Yuriy Lytko

Grade 10 “M”, Polytechnic gymnasium №6, 

Minsk, Belarus
Best Quotations

For me in particular, my country is in its history, culture, special language, and very optimistic hope for its development in future.

Anastasia Shitikova, 
Belarus

Now we are independent and I think it's time to understand that we are free people and only we should create and save our culture so that we could be proud of our country.

Anna Malaya, 
Belarus

So, my country is not only economical problems in the present. It is also its past (and Belarusians have something good in their history they can be proud of). And it is also the future I believe in. And, considering the past, the present and the future, I say that I am proud that I’m a citizen of my country: the Republic of Belarus. 

Ales Ivanov, 
Belarus

All of us think that our attitude would change negatively if our country had always suppressed other countries because it is unfair.

Fatima Nader, Ghadeer Mahdi, 

Bahrain

Many, many people fight for our country, and they protect all of us, and make us proud. This country has been known to come together in the bad times, and that makes me proud to be a citizen.
Malina W., 
United States

My father has been known to spurt, late on a summer night, “Home of the free baby!”

Malina W., 
United States

If it had been a negative thing, if my country was taken over by means outside my control, I would be unhappy. But, this I think would either make me love my country more, for its fight, or hate it for its lack of fight. 

Malina W., 
United States

If my country had suppressed other nations, unless it was really far in the past, it would bother me.

Malina W., 
United States

I will agree, that if a nations citizens are not industrious or innovative, the country can be associated with its acolyte, but it is in no way defined by them.
Travis L., 
United States

When there is no more patriotism, when there is no more pride, when there is no more freedom, when there is no more God, there is no more America. 

Travis L., 
United States

What I value my Country is a place that I believe an be a nation that can protect me and my rights as a human being.
Adil Tarsanto,  
Indonesia

I would be ashamed of my government if my country were to ruled by a foreign country again.

Adil Tarsanto,  
Indonesia

Patriotism mustn’t depend on victories and defeats or features of mentality. It simply must be. It’s natural for a person.

Yuriy Lytko, 
Belarus
May be my country, my street, my city are not the best in the world for life. But anyway it is the point, from which I must begin moving forward. Anyway my following actions will be marked with the seal, which we all were marked – Belarus. And I hope it will be the seal I won’t feel ashamed for and I will try not to let this seal be associated with a stigma.

Yuriy Lytko, 
Belarus
We all think that our attitude would change negatively if our country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries because we would feel that we are a weak nation, have no security and freedom. We would have no democracy and wouldn’t feel independent.

Fatima Nader, Ghadeer Mahdi, 

Bahrain

I have left my country 2 times for at least 4 years each at the other countries. So I am already used to leaving my country. But I will always miss my homeland.

Adil Tarsanto,  
Indonesia
Questionnaire Results

Belarus Questionnaire Total Results

1. Do you like your country?

	39 yes
	38 rather yes
	3 rather no
	3 no
	Yes,  rather yes 93 %
	No,  rather no 7 %


2. Do you feel proud of the achievements of your countrymen in different spheres (sciences, sport, culture, pop-culture, etc.)?

	24 yes
	24 rather yes
	19 rather no
	14 no
	Yes,  rather yes 58% 
	No,  rather no  42%


3. Does your attitude towards your country depend on what its history was like in the past?

	25 yes
	23 rather yes
	13 rather no
	23 no
	Yes,  rather yes  57%
	No,  rather no 43% 


4. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries?

	32 yes
	17 rather yes
	19 rather no
	15 no
	Yes,  rather yes 59 %
	No,  rather no 41 % 


5. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always suppressed other countries/nations?

	26 yes
	19 rather yes
	17 rather no
	21 no
	Yes,  rather yes 54 %
	No,  rather no 46 %


6. Do you notice your national differences when you communicate with people from other countries?

	40 yes
	20 rather yes
	18 rather no
	5 no
	Yes,  rather yes 72% 
	No,  rather no 28% 


7. Do you tell about your country to people who do not know about it when there is the opportunity to do it?

	21 yes
	23 rather yes
	29 rather no
	10 no
	Yes, rather yes 53 %
	No,  rather no 47 %


8. Would it be easy for you to leave your country for a very long period of time?

	32 yes
	17 rather yes
	17 rather no
	17 no
	Yes,  rather yes 59 %
	No,  rather no 41%


9. Do you think that your attitude to your country nowadays can influence its future?

	28 yes
	23 rather yes
	14 rather no
	18 no
	Yes,  rather yes 61 %
	No,  rather no 39 %


83 students from Grade 9 and 10 of the Polytechnic Gymnasium took part in the questionnaire.

Other Countries Questionnaire Total Results

1. Do you like your country?

	26 yes
	3 rather yes
	0 rather no
	1 no
	Yes,  rather yes 97 %
	No,  rather no 3 %


2. Do you feel proud of the achievements of your countrymen in different spheres (sciences, sport, culture, pop-culture, etc.)?

	23 yes
	3 rather yes
	3 rather no
	1 no
	Yes,  rather yes 87% 
	No,  rather no  13%


3. Does your attitude towards your country depend on what its history was like in the past?

	20 yes
	4 rather yes
	6 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes  80%
	No,  rather no 20% 


4. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries? *

	25 yes
	5 rather yes
	0 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes 100 %
	No,  rather no 0 % 


5. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always suppressed other countries/nations?

	26 yes
	4 rather yes
	0 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes 100 %
	No,  rather no 0 %


6. Do you notice your national differences when you communicate with people from other countries?

	30 yes
	0 rather yes
	0 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes 100% 
	No,  rather no 0% 


7. Would it be easy for you to leave your country for a very long period of time?

	4 yes
	10 rather yes
	2 rather no
	14 no
	Yes,  rather yes 47 %
	No,  rather no 53%


Do you wear clothing (scarves, caps, T-shirts) with elements of your national coat of arms, national colours, etc.? 

	2 yes
	1 rather yes
	5 rather no
	22 no
	Yes,  rather yes 10 %
	No,  rather no 90%



* The 1st variant of the questionnaire is a little bit different. Some answers have been converted to correspond the 2nd one. But the meaning is preserved. 

30 students took part in the questionnaire, including:

· 17 students from Bahrain,

· 10 students from the USA,

· 2 students from Iran,

· 1 student from Indonesia.

Grade 9 Questionnaire Total Results

1. Do you like your country?

	13 yes
	15 rather yes
	1 rather no
	1 no
	Yes,  rather yes 92 %
	No,  rather no 8 %


2. Do you feel proud of the achievements of your countrymen in different spheres (sciences, sport, culture, pop-culture, etc.)?

	6 yes
	11 rather yes
	9 rather no
	4 no
	Yes,  rather yes 56% 
	No,  rather no  44%


3. Does your attitude towards your country depend on what its history was like in the past?

	9 yes
	10 rather yes
	6 rather no
	5 no
	Yes,  rather yes  63%
	No,  rather no 37% 


4. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries?

	16 yes
	7 rather yes
	5 rather no
	2 no
	Yes,  rather yes 76 %
	No,  rather no 24 % 


5. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always suppressed other countries/nations?

	10 yes
	9 rather yes
	6 rather no
	5 no
	Yes,  rather yes 63 %
	No,  rather no 37 %


6. Do you notice your national differences when you communicate with people from other countries?

	10 yes
	6 rather yes
	9 rather no
	5 no
	Yes,  rather yes 53% 
	No,  rather no 47% 


7. Do you tell about your country to people who do not know about it when there is the opportunity to do it?

	5 yes
	15 rather yes
	9 rather no
	1 no
	Yes,  rather yes 66 %
	No,  rather no 34 %


8. Would it be easy for you to leave your country for a very long period of time?

	10 yes
	9 rather yes
	7 rather no
	4 no
	Yes,  rather yes 63 %
	No,  rather no 37%


9. Do you think that your attitude to your country nowadays can influence its future?

	12 yes
	10 rather yes
	3 rather no
	5 no
	Yes,  rather yes 73 %
	No,  rather no 27 %


30 Belarusian students from Grade 9 of the Polytechnic Gymnasium took part in the questionnaire.

Grade 10 Questionnaire Total Results

1. Do you like your country?

	26 yes
	23 rather yes
	2 rather no
	2 no
	Yes,  rather yes 93 %
	No,  rather no 7 %


2. Do you feel proud of the achievements of your countrymen in different spheres (sciences, sport, culture, pop-culture, etc.)?

	18 yes
	13 rather yes
	10 rather no
	12 no
	Yes,  rather yes 59% 
	No,  rather no  41%


3. Does your attitude towards your country depend on what its history was like in the past?

	16 yes
	12 rather yes
	7 rather no
	18 no
	Yes,  rather yes  53%
	No,  rather no 47% 


4. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries?

	16 yes
	10 rather yes
	14 rather no
	13 no
	Yes,  rather yes 49 %
	No,  rather no 51 % 


5. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always suppressed other countries/nations?

	16 yes
	10 rather yes
	11 rather no
	16 no
	Yes,  rather yes 49 %
	No,  rather no 51 %


6. Do you notice your national differences when you communicate with people from other countries?

	30 yes
	14 rather yes
	9 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes 84% 
	No,  rather no 16% 


7. Do you tell about your country to people who do not know about it when there is the opportunity to do it?

	16 yes
	8 rather yes
	20 rather no
	9 no
	Yes,  rather yes 46 %
	No,  rather no 54 %


8. Would it be easy for you to leave your country for a very long period of time?

	22 yes
	8 rather yes
	10 rather no
	13 no
	Yes,  rather yes 57 %
	No,  rather no 43%


9. Do you think that your attitude to your country nowadays can influence its future?

	16 yes
	13 rather yes
	11 rather no
	13 no
	Yes,  rather yes 55 %
	No,  rather no 45 %


53 Belarusian students from Grade 10 of the Polytechnic Gymnasium took part in the questionnaire
Iran Questionnaire Total Results 
We are Anahita & Maryam from Iran.

1. Do you wear clothing (scarves, caps, T-shirts) with elements of your national coat of arms, national colors, etc.? 
	 ⁮⁮ always 

 
	⁮⁮ often 

 
	⁮⁮ seldom 

 
	⁮(⁮ never 

 


2 . Do you feel proud of the achievements of your countrymen in different spheres (sciences, sport, culture, pop-culture, etc.)? 

	 ⁮⁮( yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather no 

 
	⁮⁮ no 

 


3. Do you like your country? 

	 ⁮(⁮ yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather no 

 
	⁮ no 

 


4. Does your attitude towards your country depend on what its history was like in the past? 

	 ⁮⁮ yes 

 
	⁮⁮( rather yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather no 

 
	⁮⁮ no 

 


5.  Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries? 

	 ⁮⁮ yes 

 
	⁮⁮( rather yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather no 

 
	⁮⁮ no 

 

	


6 . Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always suppressed other countries/nations? 

	 ⁮ yes 

 
	⁮⁮ (rather yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather no 

 
	⁮⁮ no 

 

	 


7 . Do you notice your national differences when you communicate with people from other countries? 

	 ⁮(⁮ yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather no 

 
	⁮⁮ no 

 

	


8. Would it be easy for you to leave your country for a very long period of time? 

 

	⁮⁮ yes 

 
	(⁮⁮ rather yes 

 
	⁮⁮ rather no 

 
	⁮⁮ no 


USA Questionnaire Total Results

1. Do you like your country?

	6 yes
	3 rather yes
	0 rather no
	1 no
	Yes,  rather yes 90 %
	No,  rather no 10 %


2. Do you feel proud of the achievements of your countrymen in different spheres (sciences, sport, culture, pop-culture, etc.)?

	3 yes
	3 rather yes
	3 rather no
	1 no
	Yes,  rather yes 60% 
	No,  rather no  40%


3. Does your attitude towards your country depend on what its history was like in the past?

	7 yes
	1 rather yes
	2 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes  80%
	No,  rather no 20% 


4. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries?*

	8 yes
	2 rather yes
	0 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes 100 %
	No,  rather no 0 % 


5. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always suppressed other countries/nations?

	9 yes
	1 rather yes
	0 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes 100 %
	No,  rather no 0 %


6. Do you notice your national differences when you communicate with people from other countries?

	10 yes
	0 rather yes
	0 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes 100% 
	No,  rather no 0% 


8. Would it be easy for you to leave your country for a very long period of time?

	1 yes
	7 rather yes
	2 rather no
	0 no
	Yes,  rather yes 80 %
	No,  rather no 20%


9. Do you wear clothing (scarves, caps, T-shirts) with elements of your national coat of arms, national colours, etc.? 

	2 yes
	1 rather yes
	4 rather no
	3 no
	Yes,  rather yes 30 %
	No,  rather no 70%



*  The 1st variant of the questionnaire is a little bit different. Some answers have been converted to correspond the 2nd one. But the meaning is preserved. 

10 students took part in the questionnaire.

Bahrain Questionnaire Total Results

1. Do you wear clothing (scarves, caps, T-shirts) with elements of your national coat of arms, national colours, etc.?

	⁮⁮ always
	⁮⁮ often
	⁮⁮ seldom
	⁮⁮  17never


2. Do you feel proud of the achievements of your countrymen in different spheres (sciences, sport, culture, pop-culture, etc.)?

	⁮⁮ yes 17
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no


3. Do you like your country?

	⁮⁮17 yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no


4. Does your attitude towards your country depend on what its history was like in the past?

	13 yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes0
	⁮⁮4rather no
	⁮⁮0 no


5. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries?

	⁮⁮ yes17
	⁮⁮0 rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no

	we would feel that we are a weak nation

No security

No freedom / no independence / no democracy


6. Would it change your attitude negatively if your country/nation had always suppressed other countries/nations?

	⁮⁮17 yes
	⁮⁮0 rather yes
	⁮⁮0 rather no
	⁮⁮0 no

	⁮⁮ it’s unfair 


7. Do you notice your national differences when you communicate with people from other countries?

	⁮⁮ yes17
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no

	⁮


8. Would it be easy for you to leave your country for a very long period of time?

	⁮⁮3 yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮14 no


We asked 17 students from our class, the iEARN Group, to complete the questionnaires. From the table above, we can see that we never wear clothing (scarves, caps, T-shirts) with elements of our national coat of arms, national colours, etc. although we all wear scarves. 

We all feel proud of the achievements of our country men in different spheres (sciences, sport, culture, pop-culture, etc.) and like our country. 

5 0f us say that the attitude towards their country depends on what its history was like in the past and only 4 say it doesn’t. 

We all think that our attitude would change negatively if our country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries because we would feel that we are a weak nation, have no security and freedom. We would have no democracy and wouldn’t feel independent.

All of us think that our attitude would change if our country/nation had always suppressed other countries/nations because it is unfair.

All of us notice our national differences when you communicate with people from other foreign countries, but not with countries in the Arabian Gulf, our neighboring countries, because we have the same background (e.g., language, religion, customs and traditions, etc.) 

14 of us said that it‘s not easy for them to leave their country for a very long period of time and 3 students said that it’s easy to do so.

Indonesia Questionnaire 

	1. Do you wear clothing (scarves, caps, T-shirts) with elements of your national coat of arms, national colours, etc.?

⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no


2. Do you feel proud of the achievements of your countrymen in different spheres (sciences, sport, culture, pop-culture, etc.)?

	⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no


3. Do you like your country?

	⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no


4. Does your attitude towards your country depend on what its history was like in the past?

	⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no


5. Would it change your attitude if your country/nation had always been under the rule of other countries?

	⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no

	⁮⁮ more detailed answer if you want __rather yes. Because, I would be ashamed of my government if my country were to ruled by a foreign country again_________________________ 


6. Would it change your attitude positively?

	⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no

	⁮⁮ more detailed answer if you want __If my country were to be ruled by a foreign country I wouldn’t be happy_____________________ 


7. Would it change your attitude if your country/nation had always suppressed other countries/nations?

	⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no


8. Would it change your attitude positively?

	⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no

	⁮⁮ more detailed answer if you want ___________________________ 


9. Do you notice your national differences when you communicate with people from other countries?

	⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no

	⁮⁮ more detailed answer if you want _i do notice it. Because I have lived in Australia and America. And the way my country men communicate is very different from other people from other countries.__________________________ 


10. Would it be easy for you to leave your country for a very long period of time?

	⁮⁮ yes
	⁮⁮ rather yes
	⁮⁮ rather no
	⁮⁮ no

	⁮⁮ more detailed answer if you want _i have left my country 2 times for at least 4 years each at the other countries._so I am already used to leaving my country. But I will always miss my homeland._________________________ 










