   CARNIVAL MASKS IN WESTERN 

                   SLOVENIA
The Slovenian name for the merry events that take place at the Carnival time is pustovanje or, when the event is locally coloured, laufarija, kurentovanje and so on. Sometimes we simply use the international name – carnival - karneval. Almost every town and village has its own carnival, an established and popular holiday occasion, full of merriment and mischief. 
Masquerading dates back to the pre-Christian era when people celebrated the reawakening of nature as the winter came to its end.
· CERKNO
Carnival season in the region of Cerkljansko in the company of the local masks called laufarji -   
                   the Cerkljansko Laufarji
The  Laufarji are without a doubt the most famous masks in Slovenia. Speciality of the masks are faces – wooden masks made from linden. The main character of the Cerkljansko Laufarji is the so called “Pust”, representing the winter who is also guilty for all bad, stupid or irrational things that happened in the previous year. The carnival starts on Sunday and ends on Shrove Tuesday, when ˝Pust˝ is sentenced and the dancing for a fat turnip follows.
The name Laufarji derives from the German word "laufen" (run) because one of the main characters constantly runs around.
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Cerkno

Gospod in gospa  /   Lady and Gentleman
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Ta terjast / The Thread Man
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 Ta loparjev / The Baker
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Ta žleht /
The Evil Man
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Marjetica
in
ta 

bršljanov
Daisy and the Ivy Man
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Ta ličnat /                                      Ta divji /
The Sackcloth Man                       The Wild Man
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Oštir /
The Inkeeper
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“Pust”

Ta star in ta stara /
The Old Man and The Old Woman

[image: image15.png]



[image: image16.png]i\

\\\\\

L

,/ \ \\\

(o i‘/

s
LAV \\\
N 1 \\\\\\\\\\\\

/// f\\\‘\\\\\\\



  
Ta slamnat /
The Straw Man

“Pust”
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Ta perjev /
The Feather Man

[image: image19.png]



Ta pijan in ta pjana  /
The Drunk Man and The Drunk Woman
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Ta kožuhov / The Fleece Man
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Ta smrekov /
The Pine Man
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Ta hrastav /
 The Scabby Man

( DREŽNICA

Carnival season in Drežnica in the company of the local masks called “drežniški pusti” 
In the little mountainous village Drežnica, situated in Western Slovenia in the Upper Soča Valley, each year there is the traditional and popular carnival called »pust«. Masks drive away the cold winter and bring the gentle summer breeze. Everybody looks forward to joining the procession of people dressed up in wonderful bright costumes.
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The Carnival year begins on the last Saturday of the year. This is the time when boys are to become men.

In this time, everyone prepares for the Carnival which takes place on Shrove Saturday. Every year men carve out new masks and so the tradition of Carnival has been preserved for decades.

	

	


The masks are made of nut or lime wood, cut out from one piece and each is a unique specimen. It is forbidden to trade in masks and you can have one only if you make it yourself. Girls can help with the sewing the Carnival costumes, but the Carnival is a strict matter of  men. Everything must be done by Shrove Saturday. In the morning of the Carnival, all the participants gather in the village tavern, where they dress up and walk in a procession through the village.

The Carnival procession begins with the ''Leader'', followed by the accordionist, two or three pairs of the ''Pretty Ones'' and the ''Old Two''. Then comes a coloured company: “the Gypsies”, ''Rezjan'', “the Carnival Doctor'', “the Devil”, “the Lottery”, “the Rooster Man”, “the Fat One” and at the end “the Ugly Ones” with “the Kitchen” - a handcart stuffed with hay and set to fire. The Ugly Ones carry the nylons or even a silk stocking, stuffed with ashes. They are used to beat up the youngsters. ”The Carnival Cop”, who has greater authority than the police, ends this funny procession.

The masks divide mainly in two parts. The Pretty Ones visit all the houses in the village, the Ugly Ones chase the children and perform various foolery. The Carnival of Drežnica concludes with the evening festive party.

If you really want to experience the Carnival in Drežnica, you should visit us here in Slovenia. It is exiting and fun.
[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.png]



[image: image23.png]



To find out more, see the links:

http://www.kobarid.si/dreznica/dobrodosli_eng.html
www.laufarija-cerkno.si/
