POLITICS AND ART
SPONSERING SCHOOL:  Craig High School, Lincoln Park, NJ United States

We were interested in looking at the politics of our country versus different countries.  Here is a nice comparison between the United States and Romania.

U.S.A.
By Jordan T. Chester

U.S. Legal System
The U.S. Legal system is based on the values presented in the United States Constitution, which was created in 1787 and ratified, or made into law, a year later. This constitution guarantees certain rights to every citizen. These rights include “life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.” Some responsibilities are given to the federal government, while others are given to state governments. The federal government generally provides for the common defense, while distributes money to states for healthcare, education, unemployment benefits, and transportation. States then use the federal dollars to do what they please with it. In the United States, every accused person is innocent until proven guilty. Under federal law, each accused individual is entitled to a trial and an attorney.

U.S. Political and Economic System
 The United States is an indirect democracy, meaning it’s citizens take part in representative government. Citizens elect a president every four years, and they elect members of  the house of representatives (the lower chamber of congress or a legislature) every two years, while electing U.S. Senators (the upper chamber) every six years. There are also nine justices on the United States Supreme Court, the most powerful court in America. Every citizen has the right
to vote, though voting is not mandated by the government. There are two powerful political parties in the U.S.; one is the republican party which is generally conservative, while the other is the democratic party which is generally liberal. Currently, the President of the United States is democrat Barack Obama. The United States follows a capitalist, free-market economic system in which people are free to do as they please as long as they follow certain rules set forth by states and the federal government.

Culture in America
Culture in the United States of America is based off of music, television, and movies. Americans watch hours of television each week, and movies make millions of dollars each month. Music in the United States is generally a very personal thing. Pop, rap, and rock are popular today, though many Americans also like classic rock, jazz, country, folk, blues, swing, and classical. The public in America has always had a love for sports. Basketball, football, baseball, and
hockey are very popular sports to watch on television. These four sports, as well as swimming, tennis, and golf are all popular sports to play. Food has also played a big role in American life. Fast-food chains such as Wendys, McDonalds, and Burger King all started in the U.S. However, Americans often like local chains and storefront restaurants. Popular American foods include hamburgers, fries, hotdogs, steak, and chicken. Americans also take pride in their automobiles, movies, and other forms of national pastime and entertainment.


The Craig High School
        Now that I have been discussing some background on the United States, let me speak a little about our high school.The Craig High School is a private school located in Lincoln Park, New Jersey, USA. We have 48 students and several faculty members. Our newspaper club has now been around for three years.
        The location of the Craig School is unique. We are located about 20 miles southwest of New York City. Students from the Craig School travel anywhere from 10 minutes to an hour to get to school. In addition to having a school newspaper, we also have several in-school clubs including computer club, movie-making club, sports clubs, and knitting club. Our out of school clubs are basketball, bowling, and billiards. Students are able to run these clubs and create new ones if they like. The Craig High School also has an athletic director who runs our athletic program. These programs include sports such as socer, kickball, lacrosse, and track. Most  would agree our strongest athletic program is in track.


New Jersey
        Where is New Jersey? New Jersey is located in the northeastern United States. It is the most densely populated state in the United States. People in northern New Jersey are close to New York City, while those in central and southern New Jersey are located near Philadelphia. Our state capital is Trenton. New Jersey’s climate is mixed. We have about four months of summer weather with temperatures of about 75-85 degrees fahrenheit (23-29 degrees Celsius), four months of mild weather with temperatures of about 40-65 degrees fahrenheit (4-18 degrees Celsius), and about 4 months of winter weather with temperatures of about 20-40 degrees farenheit (-6 - 4 degrees Celsius.) We experience rain on occassion, snow a few times each year, and sunshine mainly in the spring, summer, and fall. New Jersey has a high population of many immigrant groups, especially those from European nations. New Jersey’s economy is based on retail, pharmaceuticals, and the manufacturing of chemicals. Since there is such a large population in New Jersey, lawyers, doctors, and sales are also popular industries in the state.

COUNTRY:  ROMANIA

CITY:  CONSTANTA

Constanta is located in a region of Romania called Dobrogea 
which is the land between the Danube River to the west and Black Sea to the east. The history of the city goes back to 657 BC when it was the Greek controlled town of Tomis. When Romania became a Province of the Roman Empire in 106 AD the Romans later renamed the city after emperor Constantine who fortified and developed the city from 320 - 350 AD. The city was later destroyed in the 8th century by invading Slavs and Avars and then fell under Byzantine control. In 1418 the Turks had there turn at the region until the mid 1800s when the national state of Romania was created in 1862. Constanta was taken by Romania in 1877 after the Romanian War of Independence.

Romania is a country located at the crossroads of Central and Southeastern Europe, north of the Balkan Peninsula, on the Lower Danube, within and outside the Carpathian arch, bordering on the Black Sea. Romania shares a border with Hungary and Serbia to the west, Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova to the northeast, and Bulgaria to the south.

GOVERNMENTAL MAKE-UP
The Constitution of Romania is based on the Constitution of France's Fifth Republic and was approved in a national referendum on December 8, 1991. A plebiscite held in October 2003 approved 79 amendments to the Constitution, bringing it into conformity with European Union legislation.  The country is governed on the basis of multi-party democratic system and of the segregation of the legislative, executive and judicial powers. Romania is a parliamentary democratic republic where executive functions are held by prime minister. The president is elected by popular vote for maximum two terms, and since the amendments in 2003, the terms are five years. He appoints the prime minister, who in turn appoints the Council of Ministers (based at Victoria Palace).  The legislative branch of the government, collectively known as the Parliament (residing at the Palace of the Parliament), consists of two chambers – the Senate with 140 members, and the Chamber of Deputies with 346 members. The members of both chambers are elected every four years under a system of party-list proportional representation. 

In 1866 it adopted the first Constitution of Romania with the inspiration of the Belgian Constitution, considered the most modern law at that time. The most important social relationships regulate, systematize procedures being performed on several titles, namely: About Romania (I), rights of Romanians (II), about the powers of the state (III), About Finance (IV), the military power (V), General Provisions (VI), On the revision of the Constitution (VII). To retain the appearance of fundamental legislation contained regulations mention only the first article: 'Romanian United Principalities constitutes one indivisible state, as in Romania. " 

Later Constitution were adopted in 1923 (when it was first established universal and equal vote, eliminating discrimination in the exercise of political rights by citizens), in 1938, 1948 and 1991 in the principles enshrined in the Constitution. 

The Constitution adopted in 1991, as amended in 2003, was created to establish transition from communist to democratic organization of its kind since 1989. In this respect the Parliament, democratically elected in 1990, the Constituent Assembly was formed and appointed a special committee drafting the constitution. The Constitution was adopted by Parliament on November 21 and approved by popular referendum on December 8, 1991. Constitution is the fundamental law of the Romanian state, consisting of legal rules, legally vested with the supreme and governing those fundamental social relations that are essential for the establishment, maintenance and exercise of power politce citizens. 

LAWS

The concept of the law for state functions, which means that citizens exercise political power, social values need to be a practical expression, that is to be found in social relations that develop between people. Social relations arising from fundamental social values are emerging as a theme with the law, legal act adopted by parliamentarians, representatives of citizens, and having a lower legal force of the constitution. 

Law is the normative act, consisting of legal rules, legally vested with the constitution but the upper lower legal and other rules governing social relations arising from fundamental social values (eg law enforcement îvăţământului which represents the social value of education consisting of a fundamental right each individual). 

There are three types of laws: 

-constitutional law 

- ordinary laws 

-organic laws. 

a) Constitutional laws are those relating to constitutional revision. After its adoption by Parliament, citizens are subject to approval by referendum, the entry into force is an integral part of the Constitution. 

b) Organic laws are those adopted by Parliament in matters of vital importance for the functioning of the state and are strictly listed in article 72 paragraph 3 of the Constitution. This organic law shall regulate: • electoral system, • the organization and functioning of political parties, organization and holding of referendum •, • organization of the Government and Council of the Country's Supreme Defence, • the state of siege and of the emergency, • offenses sentences and the enforcement thereof, • the granting of amnesty or collective pardon, • Superior organization and fincţionarea Magistaturii council, the courts, the Public Prosecutor and the Court of Auditors, Staff • public • administrative court, the legal • of private property and inheritance • General rules on employment relations, trade unions and social protection, • the general organization of education, the general regime of cults •, • oraganizarea local government, of the territorial and general rules on local autonomy, • how to establishing exclusive economic zones, • other fields, for which the Constitution provides that ordinary laws. 

Organic Law is adopted by a majority of each legislative chambers, the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate Chamber. 

c) ordinary-law is adopted by Parliament to regulate the social areas of lesser importance which is not necessary to adopt an organic law. 

Ordinary law shall be adopted by a majority vote of members present at the meeting each legislative chambers. 

PERSONAL THOUGHTS AND REFLECTIONS

It seems like no matter what county you are from, people generally have the same concerns.  Most young people are concerned about the economy of their country and feel politicians should be doing their best to ensure some kind of political and economic stability and equality.  Here are some thoughts from youth in the United States, Romania and Indonesia.

INDONESIA- Current President: Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono

“I am not really attracted to political issues.  I rarely watch news or talk shows about politics and I don’t enjoy much about political humor or music about politics.  I am a simple and relaxed person.  I get uncomfortable seeing politicians attack one another verbally or physically.  They use intrigue and manipulate the facts against each others.  I don’t think they set a good model for the younger generations.  Some of the politicians are appropriate in the positions they hold and work properly for their duty.  But some are not appropriate and work by imitating and continuing the previous politicians ideas and policies.  I feel many in politics are afraid of making a breakthrough and coming up with new steps to improve the situation here.”

“In my point of view, most politicians in Indonesia haven’t done their task very well.  They dwell on unimportant things, while things that are more important are left behind.  For example, the legislature went to “studi banding” or comparative studies in Greece, while there are better things to spend the money on here in Indonesia.  For example, help the poor people here deal with the economy or make projects here that involve the poor people so they can work and have an income.  Don’t spend the money in Greece.”

“There are not very good politicians in Indonesia.  There is a lot of corruption, collusion and nepotism here.”

“They (the politicians) can’t afford our aspirations.”

“They haven’t given real action or thought to our country’s development.”

“In my opinion, some of the politicians are good in doing their responsibility and finishing their job.  But, other politicians aren’t so good and usually take long periods of time or inefficient way to overcome a problem.” 

“Indonesia is a developing country, so it’s not as good as the developed countries.  In the government there is still some corruption, collusion and nepotism.  Even the law institutions have reduced some of this, but it hasn’t finished yet.  Now in my country, the hot news is about law mafia that can control Indonesian law.  They cooperate with the prosecutor, senator, corrupt police and government institution.  This makes Indonesian citizen feel really shameful with the condition of its political side.”

ROMANIA-Current President:  Traian Băsescu
From Alina Bumbac& Ifteni Cosmina

I want to live with politicians who demonstrate: 

1. common sense

2. wisdom

3. politeness to the citizens

4. responsibilities in decision making

From Nicolae Cornelia

Crisis in the Romania

The world economic crisis was amplified on each day, and Romania start to feel it more and more in this economic recession, which economists from major global areas can’t solve and we still fail to find an antidote. And the best this crisis will be felt in companies in Romania. Structural Funds are an ace up his sleeve to combat the economic crisis in Romania, but employment and increasing foreign debt will put sticks in the wheels of the national economy, I think analysts should consider different options.

From Papuc Costin 

My name is Papuc Costin and I'm sudent in class 13.c (seral) .In the evening I constantly work in the shipyard as a welder CO2. I weld platforms for building ships. I like jazz concerts. I admire Johnny Raducanu. Because our country is going through a crisis period, tickets are expensive and this did not allow me to go to the show.  I listen to jazz concerts on youtube instead of going to see them live.  I like many artists like Johnny Raducanu, Aura Urziceanu etc.
UNITED STATES- Current President:  Barak Obama

“I believe politicians mean well, but I don’t know how many of our problems they can actually solve.”

“It seems like great leaders from the past, like Abraham Lincoln or John F. Kennedy, wouldn’t be elected today.  Now you have to be a great leader to get elected.”

“I don’t admire politicians from America.  I love my country, but the government officials are like pigs just going back and forth ripping each other apart.”

