
Northwest Coastal Tribes 
Button Blankets 

By Lynnwood Elementary 4th grade 
students in Mrs Bonney’s Class 





History of the NW Coast Button Blankets  
by Madelyn and Maya 

• Art historians are unsure when the first ones were created 
but in 1844 some were first seen at an Indian funeral. 

• The Northwest Coastal Indians used wool blankets and 
flannel from China. 

•   For the buttons they used abalone, dentalium  shells and 
mother-of –pearl shells from China.  

• The button blankets can`t be copied because  they are their 
ideas and property. 

• The 2 main symbols used are the ovoid and the u-shape  



Bear Symbol by Semhal 

• The bear symbolizes strength, wisdom, and 
family. 

• People referred to the bear as the protector of 
the animal kingdom and forest.  

• People looked  at the bear to show how to fish 
and gather berries. 

• They believed that the bear understood  human 
speech. 

• The bear has great self- awareness.  
• The mother bear will fight to protect the young. 
• Tribes consider the bear the ‘ The Great Spirit’. 

 



Bear 

Kendra Semhal 



Eagle Symbol by Semhal 

• The eagle symbolizes grace, power, and great ability. 

• The eagle is the ruler of the sky. 

• It has the ability to transform itself. 

• The eagle is wise and noble. 

• A gift of the eagle is he shares his ability of forest 
sight which is  also an indication of good times to 
come. 

• People considered the eagle the medicine bird with 
magical powers. 



Eagle 

Maya 



Seahawks by Kyler 
 
 

• The Seahawk Logo was based off a mask of Native Coastal Tribe. 
 
• The Logo was inspired by a  
      northwest coast mask. 

 
 
• On the jersey used by the Seahawks team, they have ovoid and  
      U Shapes 
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Seahawk 

Kyler Parsa 



Thunderbird by Kendra 

• His weapons are snakes that are carried under the bird’s 
wings. 

• The lightning is caused when he throws a snake or 
blinks of an eye. 

• This bird is so powerful that it can kill a Killer Whale. It 
is too powerful to defeat. 

• The Thunderbird usually has a crown or a curl on top of 
the head. 

• The Thunderbird is known as the “Protector of his 
People.” 

• He is a powerful and mystical bird that is a leader and is 
connected to the spirit world. 



Thunderbird button blanket 

Harmony Jin Luis 



Raven by Kendra 

• Sometimes the Indians think the Raven always 
plays tricks on them. 

• The Raven is known for change in life, creativity, 
and humor. 

• The Indians say that the Raven released the moon, 
sun, and stars. 

• The Raven often has a circle in its mouth to show 
the story how they brought the light. 

• The bird is Kwaguilth, which means the Raven is 
the sky messenger of the animal kingdom. 

• The Raven is known as a helper or a stealer. 



Raven 
This is an original 
button blanket made 
by Native Coastal 
people. 
Raven is an important 
symbol and has many 
legends in Northwest 
Coast culture.  
 



Wolf Symbol by Paige 

• The Northwest Coastal Indians believed that the wolf had the most 
powerful supernatural powers. 

• The Coast Salish tribe believed that they were the spirits of dead hunters. 
• The Kwagiulth tribe thought them to be ancestors, and often 

impersonated  them in religious ceremonies. 
•  They are  regarded as a family-oriented  symbol for Northwest Coast  

Native culture. 
• Sometimes a whale hunter would paint a Lightning Snake on the side of 

the canoe. 
• The Lightning Snake had the head of a wolf because it is known for its 

skills. 



Wolf 

Alejandra 

Nerissa 

Eliana 



The Orca or Killer Whale by Kendra 

• The Killer Whale is known to help the wounded people. 
• It shows kindness, intelligence, and compassion. 
• The Indians say that the whale can take the people in 

canoes, drown them and turn them into a whale. 
• The Killer whale is the guardian who finds the good in 

people. 
• And they say if you get splashed by the Killer Whale it 

will give you great, good luck. 
• The whale is the “Guardian of the Sea.” 
• When the whale sings the animals listen and sing back all 

their memories.  



The Orca or Killer Whale 

Dylan 

Youssef 

Nelson 



Timothy 

Jaden 

• Orca 



Salmon by Paige 
• The Northwest Coastal people believed that the salmon were really 

humans. 
• They believed they had eternal life and lived in large houses deep under 

the ocean. 
• The tribes believed when whole fish skeletons were placed in the sea the 

spirits would again turn into the salmon people. 
• Salmon is said to be brought  to rivers by Raven. 
• The Haida people tell how Raven stole salmon from the Beaver people by 

rolling up the stream and landscape like a carpet and flying away. 
• They say it was so heavy he had to rest on a tree very often. 
• The Beaver people would change themselves into beavers and chew down 

the tree. 
• Every time a little of the salmon would fall along with some of the stream 

and that’s what made the streams and rivers in Washington. 
 



Salmon 

Yafett Andres Paulina 



Salmon 

Madelyn 

Emily 

Dale 



Salmon 
Connor 

Jocelyn 

Alexandra 

Jamal 



Can you guess what these represent? 

Eliana 

Paige 

Abigail 



Sources of Information Button Blankets 
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