Roots for the future
We dig into the PAST 

to understand the PRESENT 

so we can make plans for the FUTURE

Teachers involved:  1) Cristie Christopher, Cambridge Elementary School 
                                                                                   1001Townsend Ave. 
                                                                                   San Antonio, Texas 78209
                                                          Grade 5

    2) Paula Comsa, Dan Barbilian School

                                                                         15 Decebal Street

                                                                         Constanta, Romania, 900665






Grade 2 – initiators

We gathered here:
· School traditions;

· Community traditions;

· Legends;

· How we use the above in school;

· More about Romania.

[image: image1.emf]iEARN - ROOF   March 12 -   M arch 20 , 2009   “DAN BARBILIAN” SCHOOL FESTIVITIES     The best elementary school in the center of Constanta celebrates these days!   March, 19,  the great poet and mathematician was born. His name as a writer  became Ion Barbu. Our school ch ose to bear his name in 1998 because students  received lots of prizes, in national and international contests, for Math and  Romanian Language. So teachers decided to give us a reason to remember him and  our performances as well.   I don’t know if   you’ve hea rd about SMART or WINNERS or  CANGOUROU. These are just a few international contests that we participated.    About the School Day festivities: it’s the best time at school! We always have  interesting competitions going on and outdoor activities!   1.   The Polyglot   P en  –   we compose short stories /poems   on a theme, this year is  “The Circle of Life” . A jury reads them and gives prizes to 10 - 12 students  that wrote the best compositions. (that’s something, considering that we are  704 students in school)   2.   “Advertising for  my school”  –   this is quite interesting for us: we are to draw  and write an advertisement for our school.   3.   “Dan Barbilian Football Cup”  –   it’s my favorite! We play football in the  schoolyard. My class already won the first game. Tomorrow we have the  hard one   with a very good team from  class  II B. If we win, we get the 1st  prize for 2 nd     grade.    Melcea Flavius, class II D, “Dan Barbilian”    Constanta, Romania    



[image: image2.emf]iEARN  –   ROOF   A SPRING TRADITION   Romania is a country in the south - east of Europe with a temperate - continental climate.  We have all the four seasons.   We love springtime because it brings nature to live. And because of an ancient tradition  that we still have   and cherish. It’s about a trinket, a small object that has a white and red thread  and can be worn at the wrist or on your chest.   This tradition is older than centuries and it has meanings that explain our culture as a  population that settled and cultivate d lands in this part of the continent .    The trinket   is of metal and it’s   a testimony for the times when men discovered metal and  worked it. Nowadays it’s believed to bring fortune and health to the one that gets it, as a wish  for prosperity at the beginnin g of a new   working period. The   thread means the cold of the snow  and the heat of the spring sun together or man - white -   and woman - red.   We like very much making them during our crafting classes. We make them from clay,  paper, shells, pressed flowers… boys (m en) offer them to girls and women on the 1 st   of March  every year.   We call it  MARTISOR !       Mihaela, Class II D, Constanta, Romania                                                                                 

 
[image: image3.emf]iEARN  –   ROOFF     THE EASTER FAIR   (MARKET)   Every year in spring we celebrate Easter. We are Orthodox. This is the  biggest religious celebration of all. Before we were Christianized this time of year  was also for feast because people were starting a new workin g year: cultivating,  cleaning, planting.   We live in the city but we have grandparents or cousins in the country that  tell us about these works in the field. Here in Constanta we plant flowers at school,  we plant wheat seeds or visit a bread factory to get  in touch with the importance of  this resource and how it’s transformed in bread.   The Easter Fair is great and fun! Every class prepares things to be sold:  painted eggs, hand - made ornaments, Easter cards, paper flowers and things like  that. The last school  day before Easter holiday we go to the County Library which  is next door from our school and organize the Fair on the halls of the Library.        Every class has its own stand . We also develop marketing strategies because  there is a special prize for the cla ss that makes the best profit and sells all the  products. Last year we had one of us advertising our products loud in the hallway,  trying to bring people’s attention to our stand. We also had discounts for painted  eggs and offered a free drink for the best   buyer - of course everyone is the best!                                    Regep Gean, class II D, “D.B.” Romania                                   


History of Fiesta

The first Battle of Flowers
By 1890, San Antonio, Texas, was a thriving trade center with population of 38,000. In 1891 a group of citizens decided to honor the heroes of the Alamo and Battle of San Jacinto (battles for Texas independence from Mexico) with a Battle of Flowers.

The first parade had horse-drawn carriages, bicycles decorated with fresh flowers and floats carrying children dressed as flowers. The Belknap Rifles represented the military. The participants pelted each other with blossoms.
The Battle of Flowers Parade is the only one in the country to be planned and directed completely by women. Today it’s the largest parade in Fiesta. It’s second in size nationally only to the Tournament of Roses Parade.

Fiesta becomes a San Antonio tradition
The Battle of Flowers was an immediate success. Within a few years, more events were taking place on or near April 21—a carnival, balls and coronations of “royalty.” The Fiesta tradition had been born. Other early events included street dancing, children’s fetes, a Trades Display Parade and an orphans party. Fiesta has taken place every year except for 1918 during World War I and 1942 through 1945.

The Texas Cavaliers
Over the early years Fiesta royalty included King Cotton, King Selamat (tamales spelled backwards), King Omala (Alamo spelled backwards) and King Antonio. Some years no king was named.

John Carrington formed the Texas Cavaliers in 1926. One purpose of the organization was to select King Antonio. The first Cavaliers king was Sterling Burke, crowned King Antonio IX in 1927.

The Pilgrimage to the Alamo

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas has staged its Pilgrimage to the Alamo since 1925. The pilgrimage is a memorial tribute to the Alamo heroes and the heritage of Texas. A solemn, wreath-bearing procession of historic, civic, patriotic, military and school groups walks silently to the Alamo. At the same time, an announcer intones the names of the Alamo defenders from within the Alamo walls. The ceremony concludes with a brief memorial service.

The Texas Cavaliers River Parade
For years King Antonio had no set tradition for his official arrival at Fiesta. He used planes, trains and automobiles. When the Works Progress Administration completed improvements to the San Antonio River in 1941, the Cavaliers decided to introduce the king in a river parade—the first event to take place on the river after the improvements.

Today the River Parade is one of the few in the nation in which the floats really do float. About 250,000 people line the banks to enjoy the event.
El Rey Feo

The second king to reign over Fiesta is El Rey Feo, the “Ugly King.” This monarch comes from a medieval tradition in which peasants elected one of their own as king for a day. The first Rey Feo was crowned in 1947. He became an official part of Fiesta in 1980.

The emergence of two Fiesta kings built a bridge between both of the city’s major cultures. Both kings visit hospitals, schools and nursing homes in addition to making their appearance at Fiesta events.
Fiesta has grown over the years to a 10-day celebration featuring some 100 events that feature music, food, sports, pageantry, military and patriotic observances, exhibits, and parades. Nonprofit organizations sponsor every activity. The festival has an economic impact of nearly $254 million on the city of San Antonio.

We celebrate Fiesta at Cambridge Elementary with visits from both King Antonio and the Texas Cavaliers, as well as from El Rey Feo.  Many of our students’ family members are a part of Fiesta royalty, so these visits are very exciting!  We collect Fiesta medals (see the picture attached), sing songs, and celebrate our many combined cultures over the 10 days.  The main cultures celebrated through Fiesta are Hispanic, German, French, and the “cowboy tradition” of South Texas.  Since we are all descendants from other countries and cultures here in the United States, it is one of the most fun and enriching times during our school year.  If you ever have the chance to come and visit us in San Antonio, Fiesta is a GREAT time to come!
Fiesta Pictures
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Questionnaire   - ROOF 


The following are the responses to your questionnaire for the second week of responses:

Hannah S. Writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

The best time of the year is Field Day because everybody gets together and plays games and has a fun time.

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

We have students from China, the Philippines, France, Mexico and Native American cultures.

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

My Mom because she works hard and is nice, helpful and supportive!  

Will B. Writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

The best time of the school day is Social Studies because I absolutely love history!

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

We have students from China, the Philippines, France, Mexico and Native American and African American cultures.

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

My role model is Louis Pasteur because I have always wanted to be a scientist and he has inspired me a lot!

Mason H. Writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

A celebration and fundraiser called Balloonfest because it is close to the end of school and it is really fun with games and rides.

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

Western European, African American, Asian and Mexican

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

My Grandpa because he fought in World War II and was an awesome person!

Clint K. Writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

Balloonfest because it is a big party and anyone can come.

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

Western European, African American, Asian and Mexican

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

Bear Grylls because he is a fit man and gets to do exciting things like climbing Mt. Everest and surviving the wild.

Michael W. Writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

My favorite time of the day is Social Studies because I like learning about people.

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

Chinese, Polish, French, Mexican, Canadian, British, and Pilipino

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

I would like to follow my teacher, Mrs. Christopher, because she is smart and funny.

Jane Emma B. writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

The best time of day for me is reading,,,,I LOVE reading!  I am reading Twilight by Stephanie Meyer, and it is really good!

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

We have MANY from Pilipino, French, Mexican, English to Chinese!

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

My Mom because she tells me to read (which is the key to success) and to never give up!

Tom P. writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

The best activity that we have is Balloonfest because it’s just like Carnival at our school!!  It is Great!!

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

We have many different cultures at our school.  I am French and my sister is Canadian.  We have people from France, Mexico, America, Canada, China and India.

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

My role model is soccer (football) player Thierry Henry.  He is the best striker ever from France.  I want to be a soccer player someday.

Delaney K. writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

The best times of the year are when we get to see our first grade buddies.

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

There are many different cultures at our school.  We have Chinese Mexican, Pilipino, Indian, French and American. 

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

My role model is probably my Dad and my swim coach.  My Dad tells me to keep on going and believes that I can do anything.  My coach was a great swimmer, and I want to be like her.

Sai K. writes:

1. What is the best time at school?  The best time of school is science and social studies.  I like science because we do experiments and messy stuff, and it is also fun to learn about.  I also like social studies because we learn interesting things about our past.

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

We have many different cultures at our school.  I am from India.  We have people from France, Mexico, America, Canada, China and India.

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

The legend that I look up to is Albert Einstein because he liked science and math.  I love science and math too.

Delaney D. writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

The best time at school is when we get to see our first grade buddy class.  They are SO CUTE!!

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

We celebrate Halloween, which we borrowed from the Mexican culture.  On Halloween night they say that a bad spirit will rise out of the ground, but we dress up in costumes to scare them away.  Then we go house to house to get candy!

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

My teachers, my Mom and my Dad

Prinzton F. writes:

1. What is the best time at school?

I think that it will be on the last day of school because this year we graduate from elementary school and we have a huge party.

2. What are the different cultures present at school?

In our class, I am from the Philippines, Mary is from China and Sai is from India.

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

My role model is Douglas MacArthur because he never gave up in bleak situations. 

Alexandra Yndo writes:

1. What is the best time at school?  My favorite time of the year is Balloon Fest.  We get to run around and play on our field.  There are food booths, big blown up moon bounces, and lots more.

2. What are the different cultures present at school?  In our class, we have a student from France and some students from Mexico.  We are mostly all American though.

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

My role model is my sister because she is always nice to people and she has many talents.  She is very good at art, and she likes to make movies and edit them.  She is really good at many things.

Abby M. writes:

1. What is the best time at school?  My favorite time is Halloween at school.  We choose a book character and dress up as them.  Fifth graders have first grade buddies and we get to do an activity with them.

2. What are the different cultures present at school?  We have Fiesta every year, which is influenced by the Mexican culture.  El Rey Feo and King Antonio always come and visit.  We get a pin and a chocolate coin.

3. What is the most exciting legend that you value and try to follow as an example:

Micheal Phelps is my role model for swimming.  I am on a swim team and I think it would be awesome to be in the Olympics.  He made a new record and I want to do that someday.


Roots for the future 
Class Questionnaire 
1. What is the best time at school? 
The best time at school is the Christmas Celebration! We always do this in the classroom, with our parents and little sisters or brothers. We have a Christmas tree, lights, music. We recite poems and sing Carols. Santa Claus comes with presents and then we dance and play together. I like it so much celebrating with my classmates and their families! –Roxana- 

The best time at school is the Reviews period. I like it because I already know what we exercise and every day we practice by playing or collaborating for a project. Teacher asks us to get together at one of our homes and work for the project. It’s fun! Especially that one of us is chosen the leader of the team. –Ridvan- 

The best time at school is when we go to the school library. We never know what’s going to happen there, it’s a surprise: sometimes we watch a movie or meet a writer; sometime we meet students from other classes and talk about our works or work for a project in school-for example we crafted mosquitos for World Vision Romania. –Claudia- 

2. What different cultures are present in school? 
Our class has 6 Turkish students and 10 Romanian. We have a new classmate, Alexandru. Teacher always takes us to interesting places to know more about our cultures. We took a trip to St. Andrew’s Monastery last June. That was so exciting! We visited the cave and then we played in the forest. Our Turkish classmates came with us and they liked it very much. – Flavius- 

I like the “Family School” project because we found out more about each other. I live only with my grandfather and it felt so good to be close to bigger families. Gean, Arzu, Ecrem and Geansu are Turkish and their families are numerous. They are nice to me and to all of us and we like them very much. –Roxana- 

When spring comes we go out more. I liked very much when we visited the Mosque here. The view from the tower is amazing! And I liked what I heard that Muslims help each other with money when a family is in need. –Adi- 

3. The most exciting legend 
Well, I like football very much. And I want to become a football player because they make a lot of money and everyone knows them. In Constanta we have the Gheorghe Hagi Stadium. He is the best Romanian player ever! –Adi- 

I was very impressed when we visited the Romanian Aviation Museum in Bucharest. I found out that the first jet motor ever was designed by a Romanian, Henry Coanda. He placed the motor in front of the plane and got burned by the gas and fuel. Well, he survived and designed some more planes after that. I like flying very much. I want to be a pilot. Teacher says it’s a lot to learn but I can do it because I like planes and rockets. –Flavius- 

I read an article in a newspaper about Dumitru Prunariu. They say he is the first Romanian that set foot on the Moon. Then I found out about Armstrong. 
I definitely want to become an astronaut and discover new worlds. We talked about planets in Science class and there may be life on other planets in the Universe and I want to discover them! –Ridvan- 

We had some classes about spring and changes in nature. Teacher read us a legend about an old woman that wanted to go up in the mountains and was dressed with nine shipskins. She went into the mountains and as she was climbing she was taking off her shipskins one by one until she had none on her. Then she got up on the top of the mountain and it was very cold there and she froze because she was so poorly clothed. We call these days “Babele” (the old women) and they are between March 1 and March 9 when the weather is changing so much during the day. I liked this legend very much because I learned something from it. –Mihaela- 
This is a note from the teacher: My students’ works inspired me to look on the internet for something that could help you get an idea about us. You can follow the links and discover more interesting things about our legends/roll-models. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1SVTsqdhedM 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMl8S0PZLss 

Hoping that you'll enjoy it, 
regards from everyone here 
Paula and the students
A FEW THINGS ABOUT ROMANIA

http://www.aboutromania.com/maps2.html This is where you can find a map of our country, some physical data and our neighbors in the S-E of Europe. 

The country was founded as such – more or less inside the actual borders – in the early centuries before Christ. The population was formed of united tribes of “daci” and “geti”, fractures from a bigger Indo-European population. 

Between centuries XI-XIII nomad populations came along trying to conquer us- Slavic populations, Germanic populations. They all had an influence in our language but went on and settled in other parts of Europe. 

Between 102-105 A.C. the Roman Empire fought  and conquered us, turning us into the only Roman origin country in this part of the continent. Bulgaria, Hungary, Serbia, Russia and more are all Slavic nations. Nowadays we are the only country studying English as the first foreign language in school-the other countries promote German.

Romania is a rich country, in history, culture as well as natural resources. We have it all: mountains, hills, plains, delta, natural gases, oil, salt, gold, silver, forests, lots of rivers all over the territory, hardworking people and beautiful songs and dances.

We are mainly Orthodox and some of our traditions come from before Christ. Check out these links showing:

1. An ancient dance considered an initiation of young boys into manhood- “CALUSARII”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjftpvuY5nE&feature=related
2. An ancient dance-an initiation of young girls into being a woman-CIULEANDRA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QX59qxTQ7c&feature=related
3. A dance from this part of the country Constanta- Dobrudja

    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-dqRwLvwos
4. An outstanding Romanian player playing an ancient instrument and a part of a Romanian’s composer – George Enescu- work of art called “The skylark”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzyoqDz04v4
5. Listen to a part of the impressive music work of the composer mentioned above; the music describes Romanian land

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DAZBMii0a1E&feature=related
Here is a picture of another work of art from a Romanian artist, capturing the essence of this nation – continuity and perseverance.
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You can find out more about his works on www.endlesscolumn.net
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March 12- March 20, 2009 “DAN BARBILIAN” SCHOOL FESTIVITIES


The best elementary school in the center of Constanta celebrates these days!


March, 19,  the great poet and mathematician was born. His name as a writer became Ion Barbu. Our school chose to bear his name in 1998 because students received lots of prizes, in national and international contests, for Math and Romanian Language. So teachers decided to give us a reason to remember him and our performances as well.


I don’t know if  you’ve heard about SMART or WINNERS or CANGOUROU. These are just a few international contests that we participated. 

About the School Day festivities: it’s the best time at school! We always have interesting competitions going on and outdoor activities!


1. The Polyglot Pen – we compose short stories/poems on a theme, this year is “The Circle of Life”. A jury reads them and gives prizes to 10-12 students that wrote the best compositions. (that’s something, considering that we are 704 students in school)

2. “Advertising for my school” – this is quite interesting for us: we are to draw and write an advertisement for our school.


3. “Dan Barbilian Football Cup” – it’s my favorite! We play football in the schoolyard. My class already won the first game. Tomorrow we have the hard one with a very good team from class II B. If we win, we get the 1st prize for 2nd   grade. 

Melcea Flavius, class II D, “Dan Barbilian” 


Constanta, Romania
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