Learning Cicrles: Project for January- April Online Course.
Learning Circle Group: High School Students (Grade 10 to 12)

Sponsoring Teacher: Abdesalam Zouita

Sponsor School: Mohamed V High School

City: Lâayoune

Country: Morocco

Name of Project: Modern Technology tools uses 

Type Of Writing Requested: Descriptive, narratrive, or argumentative paragraphs

Goals Of The Project: o Talk about technology o Exchanging ideas o Ask and answer questions about different technological tools o Talk about technological situation in relation to problems o Exchange opinions and views as well as information o Use vocabulary related technology 

Description Of What You Are Looking For From Other Schools: We are expecting at least one answer for each prompt. If there are more motivated students, we accept to receive more replies.
Example: Questions: these are suggestions. Any related topic is highly welcome. You are not supposed to answer all the prompts. 
1. Name some of the modern technology tools

2. Tell us about your preferred technology tools that you like to use, give two reasons

3. let‘s know about the technoly tool that you cannot do without

4. What kinds of technolgy tools that you consider a waste of time

5. What are some benefits of modern technology tools?

6. What are some shortcomings of moder technology tools?

7. If you want to throw away a technology tool, what would it be? 

8. If you want to continue using a technology tool, what would it be? 

9. Inform us about the first time you have used a moder technolog tool (mobile, Ipod, palmù computer, interactive white board…)

10. If you could create an original technology tool, what would it be?

11. Have you ever felt danger while using a technology tool?
12. Can a leisure pursuit of a technological tool become an obsession? 

13. Do you have a hobby of using a particular technological tool that turned to be an addiction?

14. What is your most used technological tool? What do you use it for?

15. What is your least used technological tool? What do you use it rarely?

16. How have technological tools improved learning?

17. How do techlogical tool affect negatively on student’s results?

18. How have technological tools spread the spirit of tolerance and accepting among nation?

Story Prompts: 
	v It has become appallingly obvious that our technology has exceeded our humanity. Albert Einstein

v Technological progress has merely provided us with more efficient means for going backwards. Aldous Huxley

v It is a medium of entertainment, which permits millions of people to listen to the same joke at the same time, and yet remain lonesome. T.S. Eliot, about radio


It may occur that one day, you have the opportubity to use a modern technology gadget. There may be a happy or unhappy “AHA” moment. You would like to share with your friends online. I am sure you have much to say, let’s start. What are you waiting for?


Detailed Instructions For Collecting Information: I will post your contribution in a blog after editing them and provide feedback for the students. 

Ideal Number Of Submissions From Each School: It depends on how many students are interested in the topic, but one anwser for each promt is appreciated.

Preferred Length Of Articles: complete stories and paragraphs based on the above writing prompts

Deadline For Receiving Information (Circle deadline is April 3rd): One week to three weeks, so as there will be room for your school assignments. 
Lâayoune Contribution: Abdesalam’s students:
	Students’ names
	Titles
	Resource

	1. Asmaa SBAAI
	Computer addiction
	Wiki

	2. Taakili Anwar
	Addiction:  consequences & solutions
	On  a paper

	3. Mohamed 
	Technology importance
	Wiki

	4. Oulaya AHLDADA 
	benefits of modern technology
	Ning

	5. Jacine MANSOURI
	ideas
	Ning

	6. Hind JAMAL EDDINE 
	Why I like computers?
	Ning

	7. Lamiaa HAMOUCH 
	Those mobiles phones?
	Ning


Asmaa SBAAI

Of the main problems that emerged in the present era is that computer controls the minds of young and even old, leaving many negative points to the community and the diverse cultures it has become necessary to the needs of the life. Which does a large number of cybercafes, and the internet connections generate.  The user cannot do without it. It creates the so-called addiction to the computer. So what are some of the manifestations of this phenomenon? What are some practical solutions this addiction?
Of the most important aspect of computer addictions is controlled by vacuum, absence of the running time of thought and contribute to the escape of time murderers. Second, a sense of unity and psychological problem of how to integrate into an ocean that makes the world very small. It a persons who believe they have overcome their concerns. They have access to what they want. It is the most prominent manifestations in search for marital partner. This is the main reasons for the frequent use of the Internet. This may lead to the creation of two separate worlds, real one, and onother one behind the screen. It is a virtuial world.
 One of the main solutions to control this addiction, first set aside time to use the Internet.  Second, there is a need for the integration of youth associations and clubs in education.  Their addition would be involvement throught sports or work.  In addition, there is a need to control this emptiness via a constant monitoring from parents and educators in order to curb freedom.
Taakili Anwar

The computer used to be utilized in the governmental offices.  Recently, its roles have been changed copmletely bybthe invention of the world Web Net.  It has become very necessary in communication, and enrtertainment.  Concsequently, the computer is of paramount importance in people’lives.  What is more is that some people have become addicted.  The questions are what does computer addict mean?  What are its consequences?  How to reduce its negatives effect?
Computer addict means using the computer or remaining connected for an exaggerated time.  In our epoch, a lot of people, especially the youth are compurt addict.  They use the computer for manu hours a day.  Websites of chatting and games, gambeling are the most frequent used ones.  It is a way to forget their problems by having a virtual life through adopting a pseudomane to communicate with other people. They imagine living in a different city otr country with abetter living conditions. 
This would lead to many consequences.  Frst, there is an absence of real communication in the addict life.  They do not have time to talk with their family and relatives.  Second effect is bad effects on their school’s performance.  As the most of time is spent behind the screen,   there is less or no time for homework, and studying.  Third, they have some social problems. 

To reduce the outcomes of computer obsession, I think that the role of parents is very crucial.  It is by reducing the time spent in front of the computer screen. Children should be conscious of the cost of tme.  The computer addicts have to organize their time effectively.  They need to have a flixible timetable including al their daily activities. 

Mohamed (Wiki)

First, technology is very important in our time.  It has evolved for every stage of our life.  Technology has some advantages and desadvandges.  Mass media is for cominication, brain scaner is health.  We resort to means of technology more and more to solve our daily problems.  Technology is the basis of life now. It contributes too much for education. 

Oulaya AHLDADA ( March 17, 2010 at 11:36 pm) (NING)

What are some benefits of modern technology tools?
Technology is modernity or evolution that human in all fields including economy, politics.  It is information, and communication through the various multimedia tools.
No one can deny the importance of "Modern Technology tools" in our life.  We cannot do without modern technology tools, as they have become part and parcel of our daily life.
As for the benefits, technology tools are everywhere, nowadays.  In my opinion, they have made our life comfortable and easy in almost all fields.  They have played a great role in the medical field, the industrial field, the agricultural field, and others domains.  They facilitate communication between all people in all over the world.  They have helped all kinds of people through theire marvelous explorations, and journeys.  No doubt, they have changed our life to the better.
Jacine MANSOURI, on March 18, 2010 at 9:44pm (NING)

· Some technology tools Mobile, computer, usb, ipod, and laptop..

· the mobile phone for me is to connect to other and listen to music in my spare time
· a computer is a tool  that I cannot to do without 
· In the case of addiction to any technological tool is a negative impact on my school  results

· Connecting throgh the internet can spread the values of tolerance and acceptance among the nation through the creation of sites calling for the exercise of these virtues
Hind JAMAL EDDINE on March 26, 2010 at 12:09 am (NING)

I prefer the internet because it is a means of communication.it exlanges information it stroes information in various, ways it gives a lot of supportive for easy one, also it is considered a means of development of space a communication and learning.  As we know internet has a lot of advantages but also many desadvantages such as a bad website also when students usually use the internet it become like drogs and some students spend most of time next to the computer.

Lamiaa HAMOUCH (NING)

On April 11, 2010 at 6:35 am
Still, mobile technologies are seeing more progress and development.  It  is surprising and astonishing, this tiny device, which found its way into our lives by only a few years, and became king of more devices selling in the world, no longer his main contacts or the transfer of SMS, but exceeded the services provided by this device is interesting for us so much.

It is not such as to raise eyebrows, when you enumerate the uses of this device, ranging from the transfer and exchange of audio files and text, digital and share photos and videos, and scheduling appointments and make calls sound and picture.  It stores all personal data, and positioning or what is known technology, GPS and many other services.  we deal with on a daily basis and continuous.

However, the new thing is to turn the mobile phone to a friend.  It provides you with advice, and suggests how you should behave in some situations.  The most surprising is turning a mobile phone to a doctor of your own place.  It is in your pocket to give you some medical advice, watch your health, and record some readings of your medical, a pressure blood, and the number of beats of your heart and your temperature and other important medical data.

These developments, which will be introduced on mobile phones, are trying to achieve one of the world, which works to design a new generation of these mobile devices small and provide them with microphones and small monitors heartbeat, as well as the company will work to provide its system, specify the location associated with satellite .

These devices, equipped with very sophisticated software, will work to collect and analyze data and your words and your reactions then converts that data into valuable information.  That can be used in future to assess the health and psychological for you, and will offer you some tips by writing instructions and suggestions of value on the screen of the phone.

Its enormous wealth was almost torn our lives simple, traditional.  The evolutions of cellular are amazing.  They would turn to be smaller than just a means of communication and entertainment tool to a friend, a doctor will stay with us in our solution and journey.

This may be a kind of fantasy, but who knows what will imply to us the days and years to come, this is a step in the machine through the integration of the human.  It will change the way many of the concepts, habits, thoughts and perceptions of the old.

Participation From Other Colleagues:

Keyna

Teacner’s point of view:
Here we have some activities, which use the Technology as a platform.  For example, I have a wiki for my physics, reserach, and technology session where I put up resources, notes, practicals, and presentation for my students.  We also have blogs for assignments and posting announcements.  We use group mail for communication and sometimes for assignment handing in or issuing.  Whenever I post something on the blog, my students are alerted.  We also have sms (short message service) which is made through an offer with our mobile providers.  Here you group upto 10 students in one group.  You then send one message, they all get, and you are only charged for one message.  For the older children also use the SMS but for the younder ones I use only the blogs, Wikis, and mailing lists.  Also We work with IERN project depending on the units. When I was teaching Publich information system, I used Feeding Mind fighting Hunger as my studendt desiged a model to track the food reserves and statistics including distribuition. When I was teaching Web Design, I based my strand on cultures and hence my students used My Identity your Identity project to explore their cultures and share with others through the Web they designed.  When we open, I will be teaching Modeling and I am looking for a businness oriented project in IEARN.  I have found two and I have written to teh facilitators once they achknowledge that we shall join.  That is how we intergarte technology in my classes.  I also gave my research class to a mini reserach on how the students utilize technology in there leraning in the school and the findings were very impressive.

 What I have given is the teacher’s perspective.  I am waiting for my studenst to respond to your project.  We went for Easter Break hence please bear with the delay. 

Students’ point of view:
 
· Mobile phone, Computer, Fax, photocopier, digital camera, 

· Mobile -I can communicate with my friends from where I am 

· Computer -It is handy for my homework and I can play games and watch movies 

· Phone Ipod It helps people access information faster. It makes life to be efficient 

· They fail, my computer crashed with a very important assignment I had to do it all again and the deadline was close 

· Well, the ones that fail fast and hinder progress such as a flash disk. 

· When I got a phone a could not believe it that I could sleep in my bed and take a call.  Before we had to go, all the way to the sittingroom, and when our phone was broken, we had to go all the way to a phone booth.  The booths were few and most of the time they were not working. Imagine when I got my phone I played with it the whole night. I played the ring tones, I wished someone could call me but no one had my number. 

· A tablet where you write or talk and it types the nots 

· Yes, sometimes there are sparks or some sounds when you are using some items and it is scaring.  e.g., when the a.c. sparks it creates fear in me. 

· Yes people text until their thumbs become sore, they text under the desk under the blanket it is very disturbing at times 

· Yes staying without my mobile phone was an obsession until my parents took it. 

· Phone, calling friends 

· Camera, taking pictures 

· When the teachers used computer they show movies or pictures and you understand what they are saying. 

· Copying, Copy, and past people cheat in assignments.  In addition, people take more time on the toys hence they do not revise enough 

· It has brought hate; during our post election, people used technology to pass messages. They will send a text and say our tribe is being killed let us arm ourselves and that was bad many people died. Now we are using technology to bring in peace. Both ways it can be dangerous or good. 

Oman: 

Students’ point of view:
 

For many years and not a long time something very important shines in the world sky to make it brighter. It is the technology. Everything in our life has items, tools, steps and reasons to appear. Technology comes in different things like computers, tvs, radios, mobiles and other machines for houses and companies. 

Inventions and it is my way to go through the world to contact others from man parts of the world at the same time. Moreover, it is my tool to do my homework, improve my skills, learn, share and get information about all of you. I use technology to understand what is it and why do we have such tool so here I can learn something new and refresh my mind with new ideas. 

I think technology is also has some disadvantages Technology needs a lot of time and some of the tools are complicated and sensitive.  Also, some of technology tools affect our healthy like eyes coz it needs to focus on screen like the computer. Some people use these tools in a way that is not appropriate, which make the tools useless or sometime a way to destroy others.

On the other hand, technology tools are useful in some points where people know when and how to use effectively. Technology makes our world as one family where they communicate and exchange their ideas and thoughts although they are far from each other and differ in some ways.  Also, technology is the way that assists us to do many things fast and get information from different resources.

Finally, technology depends on people who use it and how do they use it. It is the way that makes all people be a like in some points and share their work together. Technology is the main way that is help me to contact you in this project and collaborate with you to know more about it.
http://englishoman.weebly.com/index.html
